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Introduction
The Round Table was organised by the campaign on Stop Child Labour – school is the best place to work of the Alliance2015. It considered the aid programming of the European Commission (EC) to a number of ACP countries on what they will deliver for those countries’ working children. The European Commission is now planning its aid programmes for the period up to 2013 – a period which covers almost all the remaining time left for realising the MDGs. The EC’s aid programme, with a value of approximately € 51 billion, is an important tool for the realisation of the European Union’s (EU) ambition to contribute substantially to the eradication of poverty. The aid programmes to the ACP countries, which provide details of the Commission’s plans to allocate almost 40% of its aid to ACP countries in the form of budget support, will be presented to the EU-Africa Summit on 8-9 December. It is therefore a crucial moment to try to influence the EC to step up its efforts on the elimination of child labour, in order to increase the chances of achieving Millennium Development Goal 2.

The Round Table adds further substance to the lobby actions already taken by the Alliance2015 and the issues raised there to prevent the marginalisation of social sectors in the EU’s development policies. There was the publication of the Alliance2015’s most recent 2015-Watch report, which concluded that the EC needs to step up its efforts to help achieve the Millennium Development Goals (MDGs), but also the benchmark paper. The Roundtable follows the publication of this year’s 2015-Watch and the more recent Alliance2015 report on EC’s orientation towards HIV&AIDS across the next generation of ACP CSPs.

The meeting was attended by representatives of the European Parliament, Directorate General Development of the EC, the EU member states, ACP embassies, partner organisations from the South and a number of Brussels based NGOs. 
Stop child labour and its relation to development and aid
The Round Table opened with a short video presentation containing images of the campaign on Stop Child Labour – school is the best place to work handing over a petition to the European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid, Luis Michel. The video reflected a speech that the Commissioner Michel delivered after he had received the petition, in which he gave assurances that the issue of child labour was at the heart of the EC’s development policy and that the EC would implement measures to ensure that it would be resolved. He also pledged that the EC would never provide budget support to a country which was not serious about combating child labour.
Thijs Berman, MEP and chair of the Development Committee stated in his opening speech that the abolition of child labour is an imperative for development. He disagreed with Luis Michel’s statement of making government’s commitments to combating child labour a condition for receiving EC aid in the form of budget support. Mr. Berman pointed at the vicious circle of the salaries remaining very low due to the abundance of child labour. This implies that the abolishment of child labour is financially very beneficial. Investments in the education systems were needed to not just integrate children, but also to increase the innovation capacity of the societies and the value of labour. In order to address this problem, the link between agriculture and child labour should be analysed in more detail and more attention should be paid to farmers in developing countries. He also emphasised the need to include the discussion on child labour in the Economic Partnership Agreements (EPAs) currently negotiated between the EC and the ACP countries. Mr. Berman ends his opening speech with stressing the essential role of the Parliament, together with civil society, in future action to eliminate child labour.
Child labour in ACP countries: views and calls from Southern organisations

Mr. Christopher Wakiraza, from the Ugandan NGO Kids in Needs and Mr. Manual Henriques from German Agro Action in Angola went into more detail of explaining the problematic of child labour in their countries. They clearly demonstrated the link between the provision of full time education and the elimination of child labour. They urged the European and African leaders meeting at the EU-Africa Summit to identify specific financial allocations to social sectors when they officially approve aid programmes worth more than € 20 billion.

The EC’s commitment to education and to the elimination of child labour: findings of the reports
The findings were presented of the analysis that was done of the information available on the country strategy papers (CSPs) and National Indicative Programmes (NIPs) of a selected number of ACP countries. They showed that the EU has a clear policy framework on child rights and child labour but that child labour concerns have not been integrated into the rationale and strategy of the EC’s aid programmes. The studies also illustrated that there has been a decrease in the total budget for education for the EDF10 when compared to EDF9. Further, it was confirmed that the sample of documents on budget support that were analysed did not contain any indicators on child labour and/or its link to education. Only one country had a reference to child labour in the section on cross-cutting issues.

The EU should put its policies and stated commitments related to education, child rights and stop child labour into practice, by increasing its allocation to the education sector, operationalising the mainstreaming component (mainstreaming guidelines already exist), including clear references to the development of an integrated strategy to stop child labour in country programmes, making information on the division of labour available and operationalising the principle of consultation and ownership.
Education and child labour in the EC’s aid programmes: discussion among the EC, Member states and ACP embassies
Asked whether child labour was an issue taken into account in its budget support programmes, the Commission argued that budget support should not be like ‘a Christmas tree’ where you just put on all the decorations that you like. The challenge is to formulate clear realistic indicators, not too many and not too ambitious, especially when taking into account the problem of obtaining trustful statistics in the ACP countries and the fact that not attaining the indicators could mean getting less EC aid allocations. 
The Italian permanent representation to the EU stated that the situation on child labour will not change unless it becomes a focal area and indicators are included in the budget support. The quality of the indicators is more important than the quantity. The German permanent representation to the EU emphasized the importance of introducing a European Code of Conduct for corporate social responsibility, which will integrate attention to stop child labour. 
The representative of the Embassy of Zimbabwe was surprised that the issue of child labour was so neglected in all the CSPs, despite the existing policies and regulations at EU level. Implementation is a challenge and a question of prioritisation. Civil society has a huge role to play. 
Conclusions

The conclusion of the meeting recalled the importance of integrating education and the elimination of child labour into the rationale and strategy of the EC aid programming to ACP countries. The elimination of child labour should be put higher on the development agenda. Further, the strong commitments from member states were very welcomed. Mirjam van Reisen, director of EEPA, reminded the EC that general budget support and its indicators are not an invention of civil society. It was the EC who pointed at it as its preferred instrument when asked about its support to social sectors. Caroline Wildeman of the Alliance2015 and Sandra Overhoff of the campaign Stop Child Labour – school is the best place to work emphasized the need for more involvement from the civil society in the partner countries in the South. They welcomed the reference to trade and corporate social responsibility and stressed the importance of analyzing more in detail the link between child labour and the EPAs, HIV&AIDS related problems but also the role of trade unions, parliaments and local partner organizations. Christopher Wakiraza from Uganda concluded by emphasizing the fact that the issue of child labour deserves more attention and said that it was not just a mere Christmas decoration on the Christmas tree. It deserves to be prioritised.
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