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Introduction  

 

Europe External Policy Advisors (EEPA) started its 

work on Eritrea in 2008, with a project including a great 

number of Eritrean representatives from the worldwide 

diaspora. EEPAôs work has focused on influencing the 

European Union institutions in order for their decision-

making on Eritrea to be the result of an informed 

understanding of the situation in the country. 

 

This booklet compiles the latest arguments on the recent 

developments in Eritrea as currently discussed in two of 

the main weekly English newspapers published in 

Brussels, namely: European Voice and New Europe and 

the booklet contains some additional articles that 

appeared in main-stream media. The booklet also 

contains diverse comments that flowed from readers who 

are mostly Eritreans but also non-Eritreans with a deep 

concern of the issue at hand. 

 

The articles continued to receive new comments 

everyday and have reached record level in the history of 

the European Voice. However, for the sake of space, 

only the comments from the first 10 days of the initial 

article in the European Voice are presented in this 

booklet. 

 

The purpose of displaying these comments is to show 

that there is a strong base for debate on Eritrea, 

especially in the Eritrean Diaspora communities which at 

this point in time constitute almost half of the total 

population of Eritrea.  
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This booklet is prepared by EEPA in consultation with 

some representatives of Eritrean Diaspora communities 

which have been working in the form of a discussion 

group since March 2008.   

 

 

 

 

Dr. Mirjam van Reisen, 

Director EEPA 

 

 

DISCLAIMER 

This booklet is published by EEPA and contains articles and 

comments contributed by various correspondents and from 

different sources published in the media. These articles and 

comments represent the personal views of the contributors. 

These views are not necessarily those of EEPA.  

EEPA may not be held responsible for the use to which 
information contained in this publication may be put, or for 
any outdated or incorrect information or for opinions 
expressed in the various contributions. 
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Aid plan for war -torn Eritrea causes 

concern 
By Toby Vogel 

19.02.2009 / 05:00 CET 

Commission plans to provide aid to Eritrea despite 

political and practical concerns.  

The European Commission is to earmark ú122 million in 

development aid for Eritrea, despite misgivings about 

how the money would be spent and concerns about 

sending the wrong political signal to the country's 

authoritarian government.   

The funding plan features in a country strategy paper 

drafted by the Commission. It will be considered in May 

by the advisory committee of the European Development 

Fund, the EU's main development aid vehicle, which is 

financed from member states' contributions outside the 

EU's general budget. The Commission will take account 

of the committee's views, but individual countries cannot 

block decisions.  

Human rights  

ñWe do not know how EU funds are used in Eritrea,ò 

said Olle Schmidt, a Swedish Liberal MEP. He said that 
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in light of the dismal human rights situation in Eritrea, 

the funding decision would send ña very strange 

messageò to the government of President Issaias 

Afewerki.  

ñParliamentarians rightly raise concerns about the ability 

to monitor aid,ò said Leslie Lefkow, a senior researcher 

with Human Rights Watch, a pressure group based in the 

US.  

Schmidt also pointed to the case of Dawit Isaak, a 

Swedish-Eritrean journalist who has been held in an 

Eritrean jail without trial since 2001. The European 

Parliament demanded Isaak's release in a resolution 

adopted on 15 January, which also asked the EU to 

reconsider its approach to Eritrea unless progress is 

made.  

Engagement  

The Commission said that engagement with the 

authorities was the best way to improve the situation. 

ñThe human rights situation in Eritrea is a strong 

concern,ò it said in a written response to a question in the 

Parliament by Schmidt last October.  

ñThe Commission, together with the member states, 

keep the EU policy under review at all times.ò  

© 2009 European Voice. All rights reserved. 
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The following comments were made on the article ñAid plan for 

war torn Eritrea causes concernò by Toby Vogel in the 

European Voice from its publication date 19th of February until 

Sunday 1st of March. 

- In total: 189 comments 

- Comments against the Eritrean Government: 154 (81,50%) 

- Comments in favour of the Eritrean Government: 25 (13,20%) 

- Comments unrelated to the issue or multiple post: 10 (5,30%) 

Thursday, 19 February, by A R Tesfai 

There are no developmental projects underway in Eritrea today. The 

people are dying of hunger under the brutal dictatorship of PFDJ. 

Why not give food to the needy population instead of giving money 

to authoritarian regime that is not accountable to the public. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Khaled 

Canôt Europe send food instead of giving money, it will only worsen 

the suffering of the Eritrean people. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Richard 

I agree with what the EU decides about Eritrea. Eritrea is on the way 

of development. So it is good to help this visionary country. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Ibrahim 

I think it is a brilliant idea by the EU to release funds for the people 

of Eritrea. While providing help it is quite convincing to also discuss 

on issues that are of concern. Otherwise talking only cannot 

influence the government neither the Eritrean citizen. I appreciate 

the noble idea of the EU. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Tesfu 

As mentioned above there is no tangible development but starvation 

in Eritrea. Corrupt senior officials may fill first their pockets and if 

they are satisfied themselves, they will send it to the Military service 

training camps for distribution. Is this a serious Foreign Aid? 
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Thursday, 19 February, by Jenny 

The UN is telling the Eritrean government to stop invading Djibouti 

and Ethiopia as well as massacring evangelical Eritreans. I think the 

EU giving blank checks helps the government to continue 

massacring and invading. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Simon 

The EU MEPôs should ask the poignant question, why EU as 

arbitrator to the Ethio-Eritrea border commission decision in The 

Hague is not doing anything when Ethiopia is flaunting international 

rules of law, instead the EU is rewarding Ethiopia with more than $1 

billion of aid money. The EU cannot withhold with a straight face 

the little money it gives Eritrea without being hypocritical. The EU 

should help both countries to abide by the law instead. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Bohashem 

Bilateral relations are good in so far as they can help promote 

human rights, democracy, good governance and transparency. None 

of these principles currently exist in Eritrea under the currently 

ruling regime. The EUôs aid plan to countries that do not respect 

these very important principles can only be seen as utter disregard 

for Europeans Tax Payersô funds and trust, while undermining any 

chances of reform or possible change in the aid-receiving countryôs 

general welfare. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Awate 

Eritreans cannot keep their hard earned harvest, so what chance 

have they got in getting any aid the EU is talking about. For some 

reason that is completely incomprehensible to many Eritrean human 

rights activists - the EU keeps supporting the regime in Eritrea. 

Somehow, they seem to enjoy the suffering of Eritreans. If this is 

not sadistic, what is it? 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Sophia Tesfamariam 

EU funds will not go to waste in Eritrea as there are many projects 

underway rebuilding and rehabilitating infrastructures such as roads, 

bridges and dams. They are also building schools, hospitals and 

clinics all over the country. In addition to working day and night to 

ensure food security, the government and people of Eritrea are also 
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working to increase internal capacity through education and 

training. So there is a lot that can be done in Eritrea if the EU is 

serious about its partnership with Eritrea. There is one thing that is a 

surety here, all the above will get done in Eritrea, with or without 

EUôs assistanceéso cut out the blackmail and the hypocrisy. 

Furthermore, The EUôs concerns are misplaced. The worst 

humanitarian emergencies in the Horn of Africa have been created 

by Ethiopiaôs regimes backed by the EU states. The ongoing 

genocides in Gambela, Oromia and Ogaden are recent examples 

(Meles Zenawiôs minority regime). The international crimes against 

the people of Somalia were also committed by the EU sponsored 

government of Abdulahi Yusuf and Ali Mohammed Ghedi with the 

support of the US backed Ethiopian regime. It is high time the 

Evangelical groups and their sponsors respect the sovereignty and 

territorial integrity of Eritrea and stop trying to create conflicts 

among the otherwise peaceful and tolerant population in pursuit of 

the disruptive ñGreat Commissionò. The EU should use its influence 

to enforce international law not encourage lawlessness and anarchy. 

Finally, seeing is believing...I suggest that Olle Schmidt uses some 

of the funds to visit Eritrea and see for himself instead of relying on 

second hand unsubstantiated reports from runaway defectors and 

self-serving disgruntled ñdiplomatsò, criminal individuals, groups 

and self-professed ñhuman rightsò and ñdemocracyò advocates. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Ghebreyesus 

If there are any ñdevelopment projectsò in Eritrea they are only 

designed to keep the over 300,000 youth (who are likely to demand 

change and jobs) away from their homes indefintely. What we have 

is an unconstitutional and tyrannical government who is terrorizing 

the religious, the business community, the students, the farmers, and 

the youth in the trenches. Thousands are detained for no valid reason 

and made to disappear or are kept away with no visits and no 

charges. People are starving with no end in sight. And as if the 

internal destruction is not enough, we have a government that is bent 

on creating havoc in the Horn. Knowledgeable people have rightly 

labeled its role as a ñspoiler.ò Under these circumstances, the EU 

package can only send the signal that Europeans donôt care about 

human nor religious rights. Engaging the government is good but it 

has to take place before the package is approved not after. 
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Thursday, 19 February, by Abdual 

The European Union is doing the right things. Aid that helps poor 

Eritrea is always a good thing, seeing that western governments are 

responsible for the climate change that is hurting Eritrea. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by DAN 

Hey, it is good and I hope it will benefit the people. Water and 

health development have to be given first priority and then other 

issues. Strict supervision and monitoring have to be made in order to 

direct the finance in the right direction. And I am sure the money 

will also help in regulating the economic crisis. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Merhawie 

It is important to note that the Human Development Index has 

shown tremendous improvement in Eritrea over the years. While 

Eritrea is forced to maintain a force on the border to counter the 

Goliath on its southern border, development assistance, especially 

assistance that does not strangle its future, is a wonderful 

investment. In particular numerous organizations have noted that 

Eritrean infrastructure projects have improved quality, the opposite 

of what has occurred in other countries. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Habtom Yohannes 

The Eritrean people deserve to receive aid from the European 

Union. Lack of good governance, gross violations of human rights 

and no basic democratic rights, including successive devastating 

wars have left the Eritrean people destitute. But the European 

Commission and the European Parliament should be accountable for 

their policy towards Eritrea and their relationship with the dictatorial 

regime of President Isaias Afwerki. Constructive engagement is a 

wise policy but what has the engagement delivered so far? Afwerki 

has turned the country into an open prison where his critics 

disappear without any trace; where journalists and opposition groups 

have been held incommunicado for years and where there is no 

freedom of religion or expression. European Ambassadors like Mr. 

Baldini were expelled from Eritrea in 2001 because they questioned 

the human rights record of the regime. In the past 8 years, the 

regime in Asmara has done nothing to strengthen the dialogue with 

the European Union by releasing at least one prisoner of conscience. 
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But the European Commission is again appeasing the regime by 

sending the wrong signals. Aid to Eritrea is welcome as long as the 

regime in Asmara is forthcoming in good governance, human rights 

and democratisation. But where are the signals to that end? The 

Commission has been treating President Mugabe differently than 

President Afwerki. Why? Is it because of the white minorities in 

Zimbabwe? Frankly speaking, the situation in Eritrea is evenly 

worse or much worse than the situation in Zimbabwe. The European 

Commission should also listen to the Eritrean public. Those inside 

Eritrea canôt express themselves: there is no independent media, 

there is no independent or even functioning parliament, there are no 

independent civic societies, there are no independent religious 

institutions; in short everything is controlled by the only political 

party in the country: the Peoples Front for Democracy and Justice 

(PFDJ) of President Isaias Afwerki. The Commission must realize 

that this party is more powerful in money and institutions than the 

ñEritrean Governmentò. Even the Cabinet of Ministers is a none-

functioning organ. The Commission should listen to the voices of 

the Eritrean people in the Diaspora. Some of them dare at least to air 

their voice without fear. Aid to Eritrea? YES but under conditions 

based on the values of the European Union. It is the tax payers 

money and no one within the European Union will be happy to see 

the aid disappear in the apparatus of Isaias Afwerki or Mugabe. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Ukbay 

This is expected of the hooligans and self serving so called 

politician. All politicians outside Eritrea are economic refugees. 

They are abusing the system set up by western countries for 

themselves and bring their families out of Eritrea by smuggling 

(Human traffic). For sure, Eritrea is not for sale, 125 million Euro. If 

you like you can give and follow the development, if not forget it. 

Its people and government can survive and with time flourish. Go 

check the development for yourself. Use a portion of the money to 

bring yourself and your party to Eritrea. Establish a mechanism to 

control the money. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Berhe Segid 

The European Union has a moral obligation to support Eritrea. Yes 

Eritrea has lots of problems and the Eritrean Government shares the 
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responsibility for some of the problems, but this is a country that is 

working hard to achieve food security and that tries not to rely on 

foreign aid. The European Union has been hijacked by the Bush 

Administration for the last 8 years and has shown no cohesive 

policy toward Africa mainly influenced by interest groups that are 

highly ideological and even racist. Europe must show leadership if it 

wishes to have influence in Africa. Taking on tiny Eritrea and trying 

to punish its people just becuase the country has a one-party ruler 

and does not succumb to the American hegemonic policy and to 

some extent the British and now the French is not going to advance 

Europeôs interest. The European Union has given aid to many 

counrties that are corrupt just because it serves the interest of a few 

countries within the European Union. Now it is time for Europe to 

help countries like Eritrea that are working hard to achieve food 

security. Europe canôt influence other countries by hurtling insult 

and demagoguery. So, yeah, help Eritrea to help itself! 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Selam Kidane 

..the last time I checked the EUôs motto was no ódevelopment 

without democracyôé there is nothing to indicate that there is 

democracy in Eritrea, in any shape or form and hence no 

developmenté. To the contrary there is a sign of degeneration in 

every aspect of Eritrean lifeé Eritreans buy bread on the black 

market and are forced to sell their produce on the black market too. 

The youth join the ranks of refugees as soon as they are able to 

negotiate the streets outside their immediate vicinityé our 

intellectuals and professionals have been forced to form the 

economic underworld of European factories or have joined the 

bulging refugee population in neighbouring countries trading their 

middleclass status for a borrowed tent in refugee camps across 

Africaé all the EU have to do to analyse the impact of their 

development aid is look through the asylum case files of Eritrean 

refugees in their respective countrieséon the other hand if what the 

EU is seeking is a political ally to help them find a temporary 

solution for the inferno that threatens to engulf the Horn of Africaé 

who better than the arsonist who started all them fires in the first 

place! 
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Thursday, 19 February, by Mulugheta 

I am glad the EU understands the cultural and political background 

of the Eritrean people and leadership. Eritrea is liberated not 

because of external financial support but mainly because of its 

resolve to fight injustice. When horrendous injustice was 

perpetuated against the Eritrean people, the West chose to look the 

other way or sometimes supported the injustice. During our struggle 

for freedom, when we had tens of thousands POW and asked the 

West to help us feed them, they refused to help us. We had to take 

care of them (Human right?). When women and children were 

suffering from hunger in the librated areas, they told us they can 

only give food to the communist regime in Ethiopia and not to us 

(human right?). But when we finally librated Eritrea, they wanted to 

run our country by telling us how to run it, who to jail or release, 

what freedom of speech we should allow or not, what roads we 

should build or not, the list goes on.... The Eritrean mind set can not 

be run by outsiders under any circumstances. Our mind has been 

shaped by an independent decision making process for too long to 

now bend for the West. If the EU is a fair partner, they will know 

exactly where the money will go. It will go to all these projects that 

the 300 thousand young people are engaged in, period. No more, no 

less. In Eritrea, the EU doesnôt have to allocate 30% of the project to 

fund corruption. 100% goes to the projects as prioritized by 

Eritreans. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Ghezae Hagos 

Though the intentions of giving aid to the Eritrean people are 

noteworthy, the aid will certainly miss its intended target. At the end 

of the day, it is not the Eritrean people who will be helped but the 

Eritrean regime. Probably the worst regime on the current political 

map, the Eritrean regime should be confronted and should be made 

accountable. It certainly should not be showered with funds. For 

what? To build more jails, underground detention centers? To 

conscript more youth? This money will only help prolonging the life 

of this impossibly horrible regime and thereby prolonging the 

suffering of innocent Eritreans. 
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Thursday, 19 February, by Kubrom Bekure-Nemariam 

It is a great day to hear such good news from the European Union. 

Eritrea was and is and will continue to be the first Nation in Africa 

to be self-reliant with or without help of others. It has got its 

independence without help but with the great allegiance of European 

countries and the USA against it, helping the corrupted Ethiopean 

governments (Haile Selassie, the Derg and now the Weyanes). The 

Eritrean government is based on the core idea of self-reliance with 

what you have at hand, and is working since its inception to have 

food security and for that matter to educate and keep its people 

healthy. It has achieved a good base in infrastructure on roads, 

healthcare and clean drinking water even in the faraway rural areas 

of the country. Now it seems that the EU has come to understand the 

Eritrean government and is willing to give aid money. I would say 

well done! And would advice that they send a representative to see 

where the mony goes. He or we can witness how green Eritrea is 

from a birdôs perspective (looking from above) in comparison to its 

neighbours. Therefore donôt listen to the fugitives in the Diaspora 

like Habtom Yohannes who barks from Europe but has no longer 

been to Eritrea and knows nothing of the developments taking place 

there. Eritrea shall blossom with or without the help of EU, so it is 

better to do a good job. 

 

Thursday, 19 February, by Paul 

I feel this case is similar to those who sell arms, they are just selling 

guns and ammo, but the sellers donôt even fire a bullet. Yet they are 

labeled as criminals, because itôs the guns and bullets they sold that 

are causing death. The same holds for the EUôs plan to give millions 

of Euros to Eritrea. The EU is just helping, but whom? And what 

will they do with the money? They will be giving a strong financial 

support to a government that is totally brutal towards its people, 

killing & arresting youngsters, abusing the international human 

rights law and involved in a proxy war thatôs causing destabilisation 

in the horn of Africa. So what makes the EUôs plan to help Eritrea 

different from the arms dealers? Nothing, itôs an investment to 

lengthen the life span of a regime, so people could suffer more and 

die everyday. 
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Friday ,  20 February, by Asmerom 

If this aid is given it would only signal that the EU doesnôt care 

about human rights, dictatorship, and repression. This aid should be 

reconsidered as Eritrea is one of the worst dictatorial states in the 

world now. The government does not care for its own citizens. 

Youth are kept in endless military service, the people are starving as 

a result of misgovernance and corruption, the military junta is the 

supreme authority, and the president has jailed in-communicando, 

all individuals and groups who voiced their criticism of the system. 

The government has shown a great deal of contempt to the 

international community by ignoring a call for a change. The 

authoritarian president is ruling the country with iron hand. Is there 

any positive change on the Eritrean part that promotes aid by the 

EU? Not at all. Therefore, this aid is simply an approval for all the 

misconduct of the authoritarian government. If this aid is delivered 

that means the EUôs credibility as a human rights champion will 

effectively cease. In fact, the mere proposal by itself is not 

acceptable at this stage let 

alone to materialize it. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Joe Leonard 

I worked in Eritrea for two years (2004-2006) for one of the largest 

bi-lateral development agencies. I speak from direct knowledge 

when I say that Afewerki is a ruthless dictator whose every action is 

motivated by his desire to maintain power, regardless of the 

disastrous consequences for ordinary Eritreans. He is in the same 

league as Mugabe, North Koreaôs Kim Jong-il, and the generals who 

maintain an iron grip on Burma. Despite the many millions of 

dollars of aid my agency gave Eritrea every year, there was never 

once an acknowledgement of that taxpayerôs generosity, and that 

ñengagementò certainly never got us any influence, or even access. 

Months passed between even the most trivial contacts between our 

representatives. Like some of the comments here from Eritreans, 

their attitude is that the world owes it a handout. Iôm in favor of 

accountability. If Eritrea wants gifts from other nations, it ought to 

take tangible steps towards implementing its constitution, allowing a 

free media, freedom of worship, freedom of expression, and all the 

other liberties that most of the rest of the world takes for granted. 

Just pouring money into the country without condition will just 
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allow the dictator to hold on to power. Ultimately, it is up to the 

Eritreans, and no one else, to get rid of him and seize their own 

destiny. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Tuumbeles 

Eritrea has few western international partners and I welcome the 

concern of the European Union. A window has been opened, even if 

all the doors to Eritrea are now closed. It needs to be understood that 

the current regime are there to stay, and that their main pretext is the 

border situation. I agree that the border needs to be demarcated as 

soon as possible. By offering to assist financially the European 

Union has placed itself on the table re. the border. They are now 

partners who can now act as intermediaries. The people of Eritrea 

deserve all the help that they can receive. Even if the money may be 

used to maintain the 300,000 strong army that the country has. 

Financial corruption is low in Eritrea and I believe that most of the 

funds will be used the right way. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by H. Tesfu 

From a fairness point of view, Eritrea is now an open prison to its 

citizens. The government is rude, lawless and cruel with almost no 

sign of honoring national or international human rights demands. 

Giving assistance to this guerilla government is tantamount to 

committing a crime to the Eritrean people. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Beyan Negash 

Entertaining the idea of monetary funding for the current Eritrean 

regime is nothing more than aiding and abetting, acquiescing, if not 

pandering to the worst regime in the history of the region. 

Europeans seem to have mixed up a carrot for a stick. Why in the 

world would any country even contemplate such an absurd idea of 

allowing cash to flow into the present day Eritrean regime? What 

the Eritrean dictator deserves is a stick that will eventually help his 

grip of power to slip away not give him the much needed 

ammunition that will certainly prolong his stay in power. In fact, if 

anything, the EU should be entertaining the idea of putting the 

Afewerki regime on the Terrorist list much like what the Bush 

administration was contemplating of doing when it was clear that 

Eritrea was becoming a safe harbor to individual terrorists from 



                                                P a g e | 16 

Somalia. What would it have to take for the EU to realize, should it 

decide to go forward with this cash aid plan to Eritrea, that it is an 

accomplice to evil? Issaya is Hitler with few shades removed and 

why in the world would any entity give money to the Hitler of the 

21st Century is hard to fathom - it is a reprehensible act that defies 

any sense of decency. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Dave 

By giving aid, the EU is just feeding the Beast so that the Beast can 

keep on devouring the poor Eritreans, especially the youth. Why 

doesnôt EU use that money to help the Eritreans dispersed in various 

refugee camps? I would call that óhumanitarian aidô. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Daniel Rezene Mekonnen 

No one can refute the importance of development aid that flows to 

countries with impoverished population groups, such as Eritrea. The 

argument is under what conditions development aid should go to a 

given country. There are some basic factual situations no one can 

deny about how the Eritrean ñgovernmentò is ruling the country ï I 

find it difficult to even describe the current political leadership in 

Eritrea as a ñgovernmentò but this is a topic for another time. The 

ñgovernmentò in question is the only one in Africa (perhaps also in 

the world) which is governing a country without a constitution, a 

parliament, an independent judiciary and free press, to say the least. 

These are the main pillars of democratic governance. The promotion 

of these institutions is a primary responsibility of the EU/EC, 

according to its founding documents. The relevant guiding 

principles of the EU state that the flow of foreign aid to the 

developing world is to be guided by the fundamental principles 

stated in those guiding principles. Simply put, what has the EU done 

to ensure that its own guiding principles are not compromised when 

dealing with the Eritrean government, be it in development aid or 

other issues. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Simon M. Weldehaimanot 

How is the aid intended to be given - directly to the government? It 

would be better to convert the aid in kind, food, for example, and 

have it distributed to the neediest people. Even in this manner, the 

regime will get political support as any aid aimed at helping 
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improves the bad situation in the country and potentially mutes 

public discontent and uprising, and thus serves as a delaying factor 

to a much needed change. If the aid is going to be released, in 

whatever manner, it should contain a package of strong denunciation 

of the human rights abuses of the government and with clear 

indication that it is purely humanitarian. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Feissa Tafesse 

The EU Commission is clearly violating the Cotonou Agreement 

which clearly specifies on how and when to give EU funds to any 

ACP member country. I remember some eight years ago when 

Issayas Afewerki told an EU Commission delegation to go to hell 

with its funds and to only give him loans to be paid back because the 

preconditions in the then Lome Agreement ñwere colonial and 

unwantedò by Eritrea. Today, Afewerki is the main regional 

distabilizer in the Horn of Africa and a conduit to the terrorists in 

Somalia who is providing armaments, training, fast boats used by 

the pirates, etc. as proved by the UN. He has given a ñShoot to Killò 

order to his army and security apparatus like Mengistu Hailemariam 

did during the Red Terror in Ethiopia. Is the EU funding all these 

criminal activities of the dictator by giving this European tax 

payersôaid money? Is the EU trying to fight the pirates in the area 

with one hand and supplying them the means of getting arms and 

training to the pirates with the other? It is an open secret that 

Commissioner Louis Michel is very much infatuated with Issayas in 

the name of engagement, but are all the other Commissioners of the 

EU in the same league? European citizens should say no to such 

double standards and put the Commission in order. Please donôt help 

extend the life of this notorious dictator and contribute openly to the 

suffering of the Eritrean, Somalian, Ethiopian, Sudanese, Djiboutian 

people of the region!!! 

 

Friday, 20 February, by M Houston 

As fas as the regime is concerned, undoubtedly, it will use the aid 

for other than donorsô intended purpose. But the Commission should 

do all it can to make sure it goes to the people who need it most. 

They should not be deceived by the regime that delights in miseries 

of its own people. Whether the governmentsô action or inaction to 

ñthis good willò uses its own political consumption. It should not be 
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allowed. While the whole world is in a major crisis I can only 

imagine what and how they (the average Eritrean) are trying to cope 

with major challenges. So the Commission should give the help in 

this time of need. Of course the president will claim as that the 

people do not need help and launch the propaganda against the 

donors as if he knows and cares best. In reality he does not care 

whether people will benefit. If he does not get his way he will 

oppose, if he gets his way he will try to prolong his grip on power 

even if it means one week-end. So it should be given to the people 

who need it most in this challenging time. It should be used for or 

against the political purpose ..they needed it, now they should get. 

The donor has responsibilities to make clear and do its best to give it 

to whom he intended it to be given ..... if he does not trust the donor 

they should not trust him either. But that they need it, is there for the 

whole world to see 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Mehretab Habtu 

Aid should be provided to Eritrea, because Eritrea will use the EC 

aid productively to benefit its people. The EC needs to listen, 

partner and engage with Eritrea, and only then can EC contribute 

and influence the economic progress and democratic process of 

Eritrea. The Eritrean government is not corrupt. The country is 

addressing successfully the basic needs issues: such as primary 

health, education and training, construction of roads and dams, 

providing clean water, electricity and sanitation to towns and 

villages. In terms of primary health UN data shows that Eritrea is 

showing very good progress in malaria eradication, Aids and HIV 

reduction and mother and child mortality reduction. For Eritrea at 

present the top priority is food security and the future looks orange. 

 

Friday, 20 February, by Samson  

I am glad the EU optimistically and with a sense of mutual trust 

decided to allocate some needed money for the well governed 

ERITREA and that the EU do study before they give so much for 

the good intention of rehabilitating Eritrea. The fact is ERITREA is 

being isolated for the sins of others, ERITREA still stands because 

its people and leaders work so hard that they, it seems to me, with a 

little help will do wonders and the true remains of the help they get 

should work out to be the help they need. The aid that was given 
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while doing nothing is part of HISTORY and the EU should 

recognize that. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Amanuel 

The EUôs decision to give Eritrea a lending hand should be 

commended. Contrary to the never-ending reports by the so-called 

ñHuman rightsò groups to portray the countryôs leadership as 

abusive, dictatorial, the fact is Eritrea is blessed with leaders, who 

are selfless, uncorrupt with a genuine desire to see the country free 

from foreign aid dependency once and for all. Unlike the claim by 

some, Eritrea never refused aid from anyone. What it refused was 

the ones with strings attached, and that contradicts the countryôs 

core principle of self-reliance. The talk about religious intolerance is 

but rubbish, for Eritrea is made up of different religions and ethnic 

groups who live side by side in peace and harmony. One thing is for 

sure, whatever amount of financial assistance is provided to Eritrea, 

thereôs no doubt that it will be put to good use. Among the projects 

that have been given priorities would be: improving healthcare, 

improving education, providing clean water to remote areas, and 

infrastructures. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Dani 

Well give this fool some cabbage and see if he eats and changes his 

attitude towards Ethiopia. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Kidane Habteselassie 

It is a step forward for the ñdonorsò to assist the people of Eritrea. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Adkehme Meslene 

EUôs new vision for the Horn of Africa has a mandate to implement 

the interests of the EU using partnership to have political capital in 

the region. However Eritrea has proven to have a fiscal integrity 

with realistic goals which has surpassed the proven scale of input of 

funds to developmental output. The Leadership is not a one-man-

show as it has been perceived by many but rather a collective 

decision making executive body which is faced with ñno peace no 

warò with Ethiopia. This is in no way a support nor condoning of the 

leadership but rather the reality. If we are to be an entity and a 

nation WE the people should focus on ascertaining food Security 
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which ties everything from social welfare to economic growth and 

also political advancement that is pioneering for the whole of 

Africa. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by TEKLE W.  

It is totally unfair to give big money to a government that does not 

have any good human rights records. After all, this is a government 

that does not have any constitution to follow. This shows its 

dictatorship. I believe this money should never be available to this 

regime. If money is really needed to be given to Eritrea, it has to be 

sure that it goes directly to the people, not to the government that 

does not even have clear budgeting or transparency. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by E. CORRENTI 

If the EU gives money to Isaias, he will certainly use it to 

consolidate his dictatorial power, and not to alleviate the rampart 

hunger and lack of education in the country. Isaias is just a 

highschool graduate that has been elevated to his present position 

through superpower manipulations in the context of the regionôs 

geopolitics. The international community should shoulder its 

responsibility for putting Eritrea in the situation in which it is now, 

and help it get rid of dictatorship instead of backing this curse over 

the people of Eritrea that never saw peace or justice or rule of law 

since WORLD WAR II. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Noel 

I donôt think anyone would object supporting our homeland of 

Eritrea. What those of us who would like to see a democratic & just 

Eritrea which respects and values its citizens and their rights are 

asking is that the government has to change its stance on human 

rights and democracy. They should release all political and religious 

prisoners and open the political space so that all Eritreans can freely 

participate. This is a condition which the Commission sets itself 

through the Cotonou Agreement. If the Commission decides to go 

ahead with it, it opens itself to charges of appeasement and worse. 

Dialogue has to be two ways and we donôt seem to see any change 

on the very serious issues that the EU keeps raising with the Eritrean 

authorities at various levels. It is now time for the Commission to 

say, no money until the rule of law reigns in Eritrea. The thousands 
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of Eritrean refugees arriving in the EU can tell the Commission 

what they are not allowed to see (prison numbers & conditions, 

types of torture employed, the number of those killed plus other 

unbelievable atrocities). 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Bohashem 

EU Partnership with LDC countries like Eritrea is based on the 

Cotonou Agreement. Article 9 of this Agreement considers human 

rights, democratic principles, rule of law and good governance as 

essential elements that guide EUôs bilateral and multilateral 

development cooperation. 17 years after independence, Eritrea still 

has no functioning national constitution, no national parliament, no 

free press, no rule of law and no election of legitimate leaders. EU 

cooperation and aid can therefore only be helpful if and when they 

are used to push for the full implementation of Article 9, while 

delivering, under strict EU monitoring, urgent food and medical 

assistance to the Eritrean people. International media and EU 

diplomats should also be given full access to the Eritrean people to 

hear and see their needs and views first hand. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Haileab Temesgen 

The EU has never understood the true nature of the Eritrean regime. 

Unless the EU connects aid with the basic human rights situation in 

Eritrea, checks progress in that area, the regime will continue to use 

aid as a tool to farther subjugate the Eritrean people. The EU must 

find ways to help the people directly. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Kubrom Grenet 

The EU Countries should know that by providing any aid to the 

regime they will prolong the suffering and killing of our people. PIA 

is a dictator with no respect for humanity .The regime in order to 

stay in power felt the need to starve the proud hard working Eritrean 

people by pulling all their work permit licenses. Therefore, if people 

cannot work when will  it be the time to be free from the dependence 

of foreign aid? Please, stop your aid. This is a regime without 

constitution, accountability and transparency. If it gets food 

it will sell it and if it gets money it will save it in foreign banks. If 

you do not have the means to verify it STOP. 
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Saturday, 21 February, by Amal 

Picking up on the theme of one of the commentators that drew a 

parallel to Hitler and extrapolating on it further deems more than 

appropriate here. Imagine if Eritrea was under occupation by 

colonial powers or by Ethiopia and such horrendous acts that are 

being exacted on the Eritrean people were done by the foreign 

powers, the outcry would have been unimaginable. However, 

because the atrocities are now being committed by oneôs own 

countrymen, not only is it excusable but it is also acceptable to offer 

cash aid, to do what? More of the same? Havenôt Europeans learned 

a lesson from their own backyards few decades back - what Hitler 

was capable of doing is only being done now in Eritrea, a town, a 

village, and a city at a time? It has been a slow death of a population 

that is on the brink of starvation, worst yet, on the brink of 

extinction and what do the Europeans talk about showing the man 

with cash. This is an abyss in the making - nothing more and 

nothing less. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Mebrahtu 

As an Eritrean, I would be happy to see my people fed. But I know 

the aid will not reach the people who need it. As usual the regime 

will use it for his military purpose to create conflict in the horn and 

sell the rest to rich people who can afford it, as long as the European 

Union canôt distribute the aid or make sure it is going to the people 

who desperately need it. The so called ñaidò by the European Union 

wonôt be legal to help the suppressive regime who is killing and 

forcing thousands of young Eritreans to exile every day. But I donôt 

blame the European Union for putting their interest before the 

Eritrean people because all they care about is how to protect their 

interests. It is ridiculous to see in the 21st century a union who 

claims working to spread free press, democracy and rule of law to 

help a regime who doesnôt practice basic human rights. 

 

Saturday, 21 February, by Kebreab 

EUôs partnership with Eritrea is quite surprising. To the best of my 

knowledge, the EU strives to stand against totalitarianism and 

intolerance, and do so through all its financial and moral authority it 

has. The fact that it has turned a blind eye (or a non importance) to 

the way the Eritrean regime has so far deliberately abused its power 
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to promote intolerance makes one question whether the EU really 

stands for its ideals or not. The argument of EUôs engagement with 

the Eritrean regime to promote democracy in Eritrea can only be 

feasible if and only if there is some sort of a road map towards the 

end with all ifs, otherwise it will just remain to be the óhiding 

stanceô with no accountability and result. I agree that aid is 

supposedly aimed to the people, but one should also ask whether 

this aid reaches the victims or not, and whether the victims are all in 

Eritrea. If the EU really is feeling the pain of Eritrea, let it also 

allocate a significant amount of aid to those hundreds of thousands 

of Eritrean refugees all over East Africa who are victims of both the 

poverty and atrocities of the Eritrean government, and do something 

to resettle them in a better place. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Noor M. Idris 

I am sure the EU is allocating in a good heart this fund for the 

development of our beloved country. Unfortunately, Eritrean 

freedom and Human rights are hijacked by the dictator leader 

Esayas. It is time for the EU to hear the people of Eritrea and their 

concern of Esayas and his cronies using this fund for oppressing the 

Eritrean people more. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by In yebio 

In principle I deplore the handouts extended by the nations of the 

NORTH to the nations of the SOUTH. I deplore it most and 

consider it as mockery to human justice when aid is extended to the 

thugs in Asmara, whose only means to stay in power was through 

the reign of terror. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Elizabeth Chyrum 

Mr Louis Michel European Commissioner for Development and 

Humanitarian Aid Berlaymont 10/165 1049 Brussels Belgium 12 

May 2007 Dear Mr. Michel, Re: EUôs donation of £122m to the 

Eritrean Government. It has come to our notice that the EU 

Commission for Development and Co-operation has deemed it 

appropriate to donate the above-mentioned sum to the Eritrean 

Government, under the scheme ñto support administrative capacity 

building, infrastructure and food aid, among others.ò, and as a 

human rights organization, we wish to protest the misguided nature 
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of the donation. As you must be aware, the labor used to build the 

roads is unpaid for since the workers are conscripts and prisoners of 

conscience who are forced to slave labor what is practically for no 

pay whatsoever. You must also be aware that the human rights 

situation has not improved; especially since September 2001, if 

anything, things are worse than ever. There is no freedom of press, 

all the independent Medias have been shut down and their 

journalists have been detained incommunicado for the last seven 

years. Thousands of innocent Eritreans throughout the country, 

including the 11 government ministers and senior officials have 

been put behind bars for openly challenging the policies of the 

Eritrean Government, and for asking for political reforms. You must 

also be aware that the government-owned construction companies 

are the only ones that are allowed to function, while all the private 

building contractorsô licenses were confiscated in April 2006, their 

businesses are idle, they languish in unemployment, and the young 

have no future beyond conscription into slave labor indefinitely. 

These people are dying of hunger and malnutrition, and the money 

you give to the government will not be used to help them. Instead, 

the money will be used to arm opposition to Somalia, Sudan and 

Ethiopian governments stationed in Eritrea. It is self-destructive and 

non-productive of the EU to provide money to a leader who 

constantly instigates actions that brings about instability in the 

region while subjecting his own people to unwanted war, starvation, 

arbitrary detention, and death often from torture on a daily basis, 

with all the young people trying to leave the country, an action 

which in itself, has been made illegal. We are also dismayed by the 

statement made by your office where it said ñwith the aim of having 

an impact on the dire situation in the Horn of Africa, the European 

Commission wants to deepen its relations with Eritrea by 

establishing a more intense political dialogue in parallel with its 

financial assistance.ò The Eritrean people and the whole world know 

that the Eritrean leader is responsible for most of the destructions in 

the Horn of Africa. This leader is a tyrant who does not care about 

his people and country, and it is an embarrassment for the EU 

Commission to reward a brutal regime with £122m financial aid. 

Certainly, the financial assistance given by your office will boost the 

previously isolated leaderôs moral to commit more crimes against 

humanity. We also understand that the EU and all the other 



                                                P a g e | 25 

governments who are involved in the current affairs of the Horn of 

Africa are only interested in scoring political games against each 

other. However, we would like to urge you that whatever you want 

to achieve, it should not be obtained at the expense of the Eritrean 

people. To ignore the gross human rights violations in Eritrea in 

order to do business with the Eritrean government can only make 

you an accomplice to the atrocities which would be committed by 

the government that you have chosen to deal with. Yours sincerely 

Elizabeth Chyrum Human Rights Concern-Eritrea London U.K. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Tibit 

In a country that spends its budget overwhelmingly on defense (an 

institution that is the most abusive of youthôs human rights), doesnôt 

the EU aid send a message that seems to say, ógo ahead with 

expanding (and abusing) your military (the youth) and we will take 

care of social service expenses!ô History has taught us that military 

might and social welfare are just far too contradictory 

phenomenons; one develops at the expense of the other. The 

Eritrean government will not and cannot improve the lives of the 

poor when its priority is the military where a quarter of the 

population is forcibly recruited and stranded in the army. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by IBRAHIM/O 

EU funds should be used to bring heinous dictators to justice not to 

sustain them in power. Why encouraging and legitimizing evildoers 

such as PIA?? Why PIA and his Oligarchy get hold of such funds to 

finance their illegal activities. EU funds should be directed towards 

promoting democracy not resuscitating a dictator who is terrorizing 

its citizens. This is not a people centered regime so the funds will 

never be invested in the needs of the people. Why should tax payersô 

money fund an Oligarchy who is terrorizing their citizens including 

those outside the country? This is a regime with no end to extortion. 

What Eritrean people need from EU is Visa restriction on the regime 

officials and isolating the regime. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Goitom 

The Agreement considers human rights, democratic principles, rule 

of law and good governance as essential elements that guide EUôs 

bilateral and multilateral development cooperation. 17 years after 
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independence, Eritrea still has no functioning national constitution, 

no national parliament, no free press, no rule of law and no election 

of legitimate leaders. I strongly request EU Commission to consider 

the following points during the Review to provide aid to Eritrea. 1. 

Providing newly arriving Eritrean asylum seekers the protection that 

they need. 2. Not forcibly deporting any Eritreans back to Eritrea, 

where they would be treated as absconders from the military service 

in detention camps where torture and inhuman and degrading 

treatment is the norm. 3. Increasing the pressure on the Eritrean 

government by means of targeted travel bans of the high ranking 

government and party officials. 4. Calling for the immediate release 

of all political and religious prisoners. 5. Calling for the 

establishment of a genuine, all inclusive democratic government, 

that respects all the basic freedoms of worship, association and 

speech. 6. EU cooperation and aid can therefore only be helpful if 

and when they are used to push for the full implementation of 

Article 9, while delivering, under strict EU monitoring, urgent food 

and medical assistance to the Eritrean people. International media 

and EU diplomats should also be given full access to the Eritrean 

people to hear and see their needs and views first hand. 7. Exposing 

the hidden hunger that is affecting increasing numbers of Eritreans; 

and 8.Supporting the Eritrean People and the Eritrean civic and 

opposition groups in Diaspora by engaging with them on policy and 

humanitarian issues affecting Eritrea and by helping their human 

resource development. Thanks 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Common sense 

If the EU really wants to help Eritrean people, just honor the border 

dispute court ruling, and pressure Ethiopia to abide by it. Thatôs the 

only help we are looking for. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Germay Yemane 

It is in the right direction to send aid to Eritrea, for a government 

which works hand in hand with its people. If aid is given to Eritrea it 

is for the best interest of its people. Unlike the other African, like 

Meles and others it will not go in the pockets of few people. Real 

dictators are those who kill their people, who steal the wealth of the 

country in the Name of Democracy and ñfree electionsò. 
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Sunday, 22 February, by Zgeremo 

A dictator and more money are like an abusive husband with six 

pack of beer. EU is prolonging the suffering of the Eritrean people. 

They are giving the dictator a stick to beat the hell out of the people. 

Thanks but no thanks. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Abdul Wahab 

This will be used to build more concentration centers and prisons. 

The more the regime becomes strong the more the people are 

weakened and oppressed. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Saleh Mahmoud Abdou 

Hello: I think the aid is OK. Even if one has concerns about the 

government, the people will get any percent of the aid. Something is 

better than nothing. Thanks and best regards, Saleh Mahmoud 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Leila 

I canôt comprehend the idea of giving funds to the current regime. It 

is only going to increase the suffering of Eritrean people. Instead 

help the Eritrean people with things that they currently need which 

is FOOD and even that has to be done under very close observation 

and supervision to make sure it is reaching the needy. I just canôt 

trust this regime at all; they are not ashamed to make business out of 

the aid sent to the people. If FOOD is sent they should not have the 

power of distribution but to send funds is no no no... 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Hailemariam Tesfai 

Mr. Louis Michel European Commissioner for Development and 

Humanitarian Aid BERLAYMONT 10 /165 1049 Brussels - 

Belgium Mr. Louis Michel, I would like to thank you for your 

organizationôs continued commitment to provide developing 

countries around the world with much-needed aid. In this particular 

case I m writing in regards to aid which is to be directed towards 

food and development programs in Eritrea. My name is 

Hailemariam Tesfai and I am an Eritrean-American who has been 

following the news of this potential grant very closely. As a member 

of the United Citizens for Human Rights in Eritrea-San Diego, I can 

assure you that our organizationðas well as many others who are 

working tirelessly to help change the dictatorial regime in Eritreað
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is terrified at the idea of any funds being funneled into Eritrea. We 

know from the first-hand accounts we get from our family members 

living in the country, that the economic situation is bleak. As painful 

as it is to hear of their suffering, we know that the government will 

misappropriate and abuse the aid that your office is preparing to 

give them. Most, if not all of the money, will go directly to the 

personal coffers of the highest members of the regime. It does not 

take much research to learn of the injustices that are taking place 

within Eritreaôs borders. There are well documented accounts of 

abuse as it relates to human rights and freedom of press. The 

Eritrean people are not free to voice their opinionsðthis is not only 

true for journalists who have been completely shut down since 2001, 

but for private citizens as well; it is common knowledge that anyone 

who speaks against the government willingly, will be missing the 

next day. Couple this with the fact that the dictator uses war as a 

decoy to address issues of democratization (Eritrea has had border 

disputes and clashes with each of its three neighbors as well as with 

Yemen) and you have an over-militarized nation with no voice of 

dissent. This is one of the main reasons why so many young 

Eritreans are fleeing into neighboring countries or in the most 

dangerous scenarios, traveling through thousands of miles of desert 

in hopes of reaching the Mediterranean Sea and ultimately the 

southern shores of Europe. The self-proclaimed president stands in 

the ranks of dictators like Robert Mugabe and Kim Jong-Il, so we 

can be sure that any promises he makes to secure the aid will be 

forgotten as soon as the ñcheck is cashed.ò The safest thing to do 

would be to use the aid through programs and services administered 

by NGOs or EU commissioned organizations in Eritrea. In this 

instance the people of Eritrea would greatly benefit and none of the 

funds could be misappropriated or ñskimmed off the top.ò In closing 

I would like to thank you for all of your efforts to help the people of 

Eritrea during some of their darkest moments, and for taking the 

time to hear our suggestions. Sincerely, Hailemariam Tesfai San 

Diego 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Sase Naim 

Giving money to a dictator like that in Eritrea is simply playing with 

the tax payersô money. If you donôt have any mechanism to control 

where the money goes, then stop it. As it is familiar with the 
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behavior of dictator Isayas, you will never know where the money 

goes. He is going to buy weapons to kill his own imprisoned people, 

to kill his enslaved young when trying to escape the country and to 

destabilize his neighbours. If you still donôt understand what kind of 

devil you are dealing with, the answer is in the young Eritreans 

coming among other continents to Europe. Ask the new refugees. 

The Eritrean people will never benefit from this money. Your quiet 

diplomacy has miserably failed. Your engagement has simply 

spoiled him even more. Please donôt encourage the dictator to kill 

more Eritreans. Stop assisting him to do that. Instead, the European 

Union has to isolate him and his officials. He even sends his sick 

officials as refugees and when they are accepted as refugees, they 

get the treatment and when they get well, they go back to Eritrea to 

continue the killing and that way they thank their boss, the dictator 

Isayas. This has happened quite recently in Germany. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Tesfy 

I am very aware and concern at the moment to give financial aid to 

the Eritrean regime. The international community has to be aware of 

the Human abuses of Isayasô regime to the Eritrean people. People 

are in prison without charge for several years. So how can the 

European community give aid to such regime? Indirectly the 

European community is trying to perpetuate the terror regime 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Yohannes 

The Eritrean regime turned Eritrea into a prison torturing, 

intimidating and killing many innocent citizens who never got a 

chance to defend themselves. The EUôs plan to donate funds to this 

regime is an insult to all those victims. If the EUôs intention is to 

alleviate Eritrean peopleôs suffering, they can achieve that goal 

without compromising their principle and by channeling the aid to 

many recognized international organizations that are trying to cope 

with the exodus of Eritrean refugees. There are also thousands of 

refugees and asylum seekers at your door step who are seeking 

refuge and support but not provided with adequate assistance from 

EU member countries to help them adapt and assimilate to their host 

countries. I urge the EU to reconsider this ill conceived plan that 

could potentially prolong the anguish and despair of the Eritrean 

people. 
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Sunday, 22 February, by Jemal 

Shame on you, this double standard human rights EU promoting and 

prolonging the suffering of the Eritrean people. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Aya kulom 
Eritrea still has no functioning national constitution, no national 

parliament, no free press, no rule of law and no election of 

legitimate leaders. I strongly disagree to send any aid to such 

government EU 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by S.M ichael 

EU funds should be to support democratic governance, not sustain a 

tyrant and a dictatorship government in Eritrea, a regime without a 

constitution who jailed members of parliament, high government 

officials and members of the free press without any justice. A 

government who doesnôt respect the international law should not by 

any means be rewarded. The EU should double check the record of 

this brutal Eritrean government on human rights and respect of 

humanity before they make any decision. The Eritrean people are 

the hostage of this brutal system and to reward this brutal system 

with any fund is to prolong the Eritrean people suffering. The EU 

should pressure the tyrant government of Eritrea (a one man rule) to 

respect human rights and release all political prisoners without any 

preconditions and adhere to international law. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Susu 

Finally! Some recognition for Eritreaôs people suffering under the 

barbaric dictatorship of President Issias. Eritreaôs people are in 

desperately dire need of financial aid. However, if the payment will 

be forwarded to the government, there is very little hope that it will 

reach the people. Iôm sure many will agree with me in that it would 

be best served if the money is paid to humanitarian aid organizations 

that focus on the plight of the Eritreans. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Hussny Rabat 

I am an Eritrean Citizen. The Eritrean regime doesnôt respect human 

rights. The Eritrean regime is the most ruthless regime in Africa. 

Since the 25/05/1991 till today no elections took place and only one 
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party is ruling the country. The regime fought with all the 

neighbouring counties, we have political prisons and others in prison 

without charges, etc.. The list is long. H. Rabat. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Hedrom 

It is so sad to learn once again the European Union is sustaining the 

most dictatorial regime in the whole of Africa, which confiscates the 

few products our poor farmers have produced and leave them to go 

hungry. How can the EU expect such an evil regime to stand for the 

people and give the proposed aid to the people? We Eritreans would 

like to kindly ask the EU to reconsider the assistance it is planning 

to give to the inhumane and repressive regime. Please do not 

prolong the suffering of our people by giving money to a regime that 

will buy armament to terrorize its people and give them to the 

different terrorists and rebel groups to destabilize the whole Horn of 

Africa region. Giving such money will be tantamount to directly 

support this evil dictator and violate the EUôs core values. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Kubrom Grenet 

The EU should not give money to the Eritrean regime unless the EU 

can supervise its distribution. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Dawit 

Dear MEPs, you were freely elected by the people to represent the 

interest of your country. Now, the question is why you would deal 

with a government that is not elected by the people just like 

yourselves. Do you really think a known rapist and murderer will 

stop his crime just because you gave him food donation? Let us all 

be honest we know what the problem is and we also know appeasing 

a dictator will never work and has never worked. The debate should 

be how we can bring him to the International court for his crime or 

crimes committed under his rule. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Senay 

The Majority of the Eritrean people living in Eritrea support their 

government for its commitment and hard work towards building a 

viable nation. In spite of all the hostilities directed against them the 

Eritrean people and government have registered impressive results 

that are verifiable. All the talk about human rights is without merit, 
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it can only come from self-serving individuals and institutions with 

ill wishes towards the nation. Unlike Ethiopia and many other 

countries Eritrea is not aid dependent. The Eritrean government is 

not a darling to those seeking to enrich themselves in the name of 

Aid. The governmentôs frugal and transparent allocation of 

resources is a matter of record. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Amen 

To the European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian 

Aid, as we all know what is happening to the innocent Eritrean 

citizens are shameful things that have never happened before in the 

century; please I just need to tell you shortly as a citizen I donôt 

support you to give aid to the dictatorial regime which is better to 

isolate and take actions on the regime. We have cried a lot. But 

people are waiting for a solution from God! Thanks for the 

opportunity you gave me to spark. God bless Eritrea! 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Abdu Ahmed 

I canôt comprehend the issue of sending funds to the current regime 

in Asmara from the European Union and I say shame on you Mr. 

Louis Michel European Commissioner for Development and 

Humanitarian Aid .With this aid the suffering of Eritrean people will 

be longer and the regime will revive and start to practice the worst 

violations against its own people. So if the human rights issue is not 

a prime concern within the European Commission, why should it 

not provide the same aid to Zimbabwe and Northern Korea too? As 

Eritrean I am deeply concerned with the double standard that 

European Union stands for and never reply to the voice of the 

helpless people in Eritrean who need assistance from the European 

Union to remove the ailing dictator but not to support him.  

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Ogbai Ghebre-Medhin 

The fact that the EU is considering giving aid to Eritrea 122 million 

euro.... is indeed paradoxical news. Considering the dire situation 

the Eritrean people are suffering under, ironically, since they gained 

their independence over 17 years ago, and the destruction that has 

befallen them, even ten times the stated amount would not be 

enough, if the idea is to make significant holistic difference in the 

betterment of their lives. But the fact that the Eritrean people are 
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suffering under the most tyrannical regime with the worst Human 

Rights record in the 21st Century, with absolutely no rule of law and 

justice, no Constitution is a widely open secret to the EU and the 

rest of the world. Therefore, under the circumstance, to give aid to 

the tyrannical GoE, will simply worsen and prolong the suffering of 

the Eritrean people. The Eritrean people have suffered long and 

beyond human contemplation. Enough! Enough! I therefore appeal 

to your good consciences to reconsider the kind but untimely aid 

project you are planning to give to the inhuman GoE. It will not be 

used to enhance the lives of the people, but to control and destroy 

them. These are the stubborn glaring facts before you and the whole 

world. Please! Do not join the forces that betrayed the helpless 

Eritrean people. There will be a time, however, when the Eritrean 

people will regain their sovereignty and establish a constitutional 

democratic system, and at that time your aid would be expected and 

used in a worthy cause. Meanwhile, give a voice to the voiceless 

Eritrean people and help them regain the fruits of their struggle ï 

LIBERTY AND PEACE, WHICH WILL LEAD EQUALITY AND 

PROSPERITY. Thank you. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Abdul Abdulhai 

The leaders of Eritrea are accountable for what is happening to their 

people and to end the suffering and hardship of the savage rule of 

the Ethiopians. But they broke their promise and commitment to 

bring peace and prosperity to their people; instead they brought 

more suffering and worse savagery than the Ethiopians. I strongly 

oppose any financial assistance to them. The reason is they will not 

use it to help the suffering Eritrean population; instead they would 

use it to strengthen their military might and nothing else. I 

appreciate your concern to help the needy Eritreans, but Iôm afraid it 

will not reach them if you decide to hand the fund to the governing 

regime there. Thank you. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Nuguse 

EU funding to the dictatorial government of Eritrea contradicts its 

very core principles of promoting democracy, justice and peace 

across the globe, and standing for those who live under the iron fist 

of the few. The government of Eritrea is violating basic human 

rights - freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of religion 
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and others. No election has been held for 18 years neither has been 

the constitution implemented. Thousands of Eritreans, young and 

old, educated and uneducated, rich and poor, men and women, are 

languishing in prisons without due process and any explanation for 

years. Hundreds of young Eritreans are fleeing from the country for 

fear of prosecution and endless military service. Eritrean people are 

starving due to the failed economic policies of the government and 

its refusal of assistance from different donors. Supporting 122 

million Euro for a government which has proven for abusing its 

people and its defiance of international laws is a grave mistake and 

will prolong the suffering of the Eritrean people. This money will be 

used to feed his loyalist, and will fund more people to be arrested 

and prisons to flourish in different corners of the country. This will 

be used to fund Somali extremists and others to destabilize the 

region. I plea to the EU Parliament to stop the assistance from going 

to the Eritrean government and instead the fund be diverted to help 

those young Eritrean refugees who are suffering in Ethiopia, Sudan, 

Egypt, Libya, Italy and other countries because of lack of basic 

necessities like food, water and clothing and no hope in sight. 

 

Sunday, 22 February, by Yosief Ghebrehiwet 

Great! Now the Isaias regime can buy three more SU-27 fighter jets, 

at 30 million Euros each, while the whole nation is literally starving 

to death. If there is any money left, it can also finance the terrorist 

organizations (like Al Shabab) in the region. It is frightening to see 

how the EUôs foreign policy, especially when it comes to Africa, 

has degenerated to a point of total incoherence. On the one hand, it 

wants to champion the humanitarian cause by focusing on past 

genocides. On the other hand, it ignores atrocities that are taking 

place right now, as we speak. It seems as if for a crime to count as a 

crime, years have to pass in between (as if it is some kind of wine 

that has to age first to be considered worthy of attention). At times, 

the policy borders are being frivolously contrarian: if the US 

hardens its stance against the brutal regime in Eritrea, the Europeans 

want to do just the opposite to show their independence. But the 

worst is the one done with appeasement in mind: how to appease the 

regime so as not to behave badly in the neighbourhood. The 

message that they are sending to the despot is clear: so far as you 

stop terrorizing the neighbourhood, you can terrorize the Eritrean 
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population as much as you like. What A shame! If the EU has a real 

concern for the plight of starving masses, it should insist on giving 

food aid only; and for that, only through impartial NGOs. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Sanifalu 

It is very painful for any Eritrean to know that the EU wants to give 

aid to the butcher of Eritrea. It is unthinkable that this short-sighted 

European support comes at the critical moment when the struggle of 

the Eritrean people against the fascist regime has collected 

momentum internally and externally, while the human rights 

violation of the tyranny topped all recorded human history. This aid 

would mean for the regime more resources to build more 

concentration camps, introduction of more sophisticated techniques 

of torture, kidnappings and assassinations, and the recruitment of 

more spies, locally and outside the Eritrean borders, to chase 

citizens struggling for peace, justice, equality and democracy, to say 

the least. This will put us in a position to reach the conclusion that 

the EU is going astray from the principles and values cherished by 

their peoples and would undoubtedly put the EU leaderships at odds 

with their constituencies. This is shocking, outrageous, and simply 

awful. I am writing these words while shaking with anger at this 

thoughtless, unprincipled and undemocratic measure. The Eritrean 

people are not herds of cattle to be slaughtered for the simplest 

reason, or thrown to jail without charges or trial; they are dignified 

human beings who deserve the right to be ruled by a constitution 

they participate in its draft and verification, vote for their leaders 

who should be accountable to them and achieve prosperity, peace, 

justice, equality and democracy, like your countries. Please 

remember that what is good for you and your people is good for the 

Eritrean people and for any human race. Please donôt push us to 

conclude that this reflects your racist outlook at its full ugliness. I 

hope you will re-consider the matter after reading these reactions 

from different parts of the world, if you do not want to swim against 

the tide. This is a historical responsibility. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Kebreab 

The aid plan for war-torn Eritrea from the European Commission for 

development aid is really against the hope of Eritrean people. The 

people of Eritrea are praying to shorten the long suffering time from 
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the most tyrannical regime in the Eritrean history. Their day to day 

life is under cruel inhuman tyrannical GoE with children escaping 

through any exit opportunity even to the danger of sea, ocean and 

deserts to breathe a freedom in exile. This aid will worsen and 

prolong the suffering of the Eritrean people since there is no 

accountable and people representative government. Stop giving aid 

on behaved Eritrean people. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Yonas Mehari 

Did you know that The ruling Peopleôs Front for Democracy and 

Justice (PFDJ) remained the sole permitted political party? The 

government made no announcement of any steps towards multi-

party elections as required by the 1997 Constitution. No opposition 

activity or criticism of the government was tolerated, and no 

independent nongovernmental organization was allowed. 

Constitutional protection against arbitrary detention and guarantees 

of ñfreedom of conscience, expression of opinion, movement, 

assembly and organizationò were ignored. The private media 

remained banned. Law reform was delayed further and the Special 

Court, an anticorruption tribunal of military judges that allows no 

legal defense representation or appeal, continued to convict 

defendants in secret. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Amadin 

STOP STOP STOP STOP.... You are doing harm to the people of 

Eritrea....We beg you to stop. None of the money will go to the 

people, only to more wars and suffering! 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Qutue Eritrawi 

We may seem fools to advocate against our own interest, yet it is 

wiser than see the money donated in the name of Eritreans only to 

be embezzled by the tyrant government officials. Although the EUôs 

Intention/ Program to help Eritrea as a country is commendable, it 

needs to foresee with real eyes that Eritreaôs tyrant government is 

the only body that will benefit from this extensive aid. To the 

concerned Eritreans, it is óWhat a Good for Nothing but a fill up-

corrupt-pockets Plan!!ô: Followed by the question: Does not the EU 

have Policies towards Democracy and Human Rights and give aid to 

those countries/ governments that satisfy the bare minimum? Eritrea 
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at this time shamefully fails to meet those policies. Please refer to 

the accounts of Human Rights violations and abuses recorded by 

Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, and the political 

asylum cases of Eritreans filed to your very own countries and 

others. This aid will never make it to the intended country or its 

people-- who for years have been mired in a situation of acute 

starvation due to their governmentôs detrimental and irresponsible 

economic plan, labor-bondage, and business and mobility 

restrictions. The government has not gone an inch to improve this 

situation; the consequence of this inaction will be catastrophic to the 

people. I, on behalf of so many other Eritreans, therefore, strongly 

urge the EU NOT to give this aid to Eritrea through the current 

Eritrean Government. However, if the EU, disregarding our strong 

concerns, does give the fund to the Eritrean government, the money 

will only embolden the tyrant government, and the action will 

portray the EU as naïve and careless to the prevailing sad political 

and human realities in Eritrea. It is a proven fact that the Eritrean 

government is a reckless system and notorious for corruption and 

bad governance. It does not practice the Rule of Law and never has 

a genuine Economic Plan   (other than its fake, ill-conceived plans 

by which it begs for financial assistance). We hope the EU will 

either place a hold on this aid to be used once political change 

comes to Eritrea or the current government rebuilds public trust and 

confidence ( which seems too late), or find a way to directly feed the 

hunger-stricken Eritreans in a way that their tyrant government does 

not benefit from, or apply the funds to assist the Eritreans who are 

fleeing to its countries in search of refuge via new projects or 

helping the existing efforts of UNHCR, WFP and other international 

and Eritrean organizations. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Araya a Gezahegn 

The Eritrean regime is the most brutal and cruel tyranny we 

Eritreans faced in our existence. It is a Mafia and a Fascist hybrid. It 

is killing the whole nation quietly. The Eritrean People are being 

wiped out in silence. In Eritrea there is no law, no court, no judge, 

no constitution, no right of movement from one district to one town 

(even if it is to visit your beloved ones who are in different 

concentration gulages[secret prisons]), no right to practice ones faith 

even in the confines of our homes. Here is the daily routine of the 
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Eritrean government on its own people, as all the diplomatic 

missions in Asmara can attest. Therefore giving economic assistance 

to this government will  accomplish the suffering of the Eritrean 

People; for which History and God will not forgive you. Please 

think critically and disassociate yourself from this shameless tyrant 

for good EU!!! Thanks 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Selam Kidane-with thanks-Ahmed 

The last time I checked the EUôs motto was óno development 

without democracyôé there is nothing to indicate that there is 

democracy in Eritrea, in any shape or form and hence no 

developmenté. To the contrary there is a sign of degeneration in 

every aspect of Eritrean lifeé Eritreans buy bread on the black 

market and are forced to sell their produce in the black market too. 

The youth join the ranks of refugees as soon as they are able to 

negotiate the streets outside their immediate vicinityé our 

intellectuals and professionals have been forced to form the 

economic underworld of European factories or have joined the 

bulging refugee population in neighbouring countries trading their 

middleclass status for a borrowed tent in refugee camps across 

Africaé all the EU has to do to analyze the impact of its 

development aid is look through the asylum case files of Eritrean 

refugees in its respective countrieséon the other hand if what the 

EU is seeking is a political ally to help them find a temporary 

solution for the inferno that threatens to engulf the Horn of Africaé 

who better than the arsonist who started all them fires in the first 

place! 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Yohannes Tesfamicheal 

I find it hard to understand why the EU has come to such a 

conclusion at this time. It is true that the people of Eritrea are 

desperately in need of help. However, the position of the dictatorial 

government with regard to food aid unequivocally indicates that the 

government does not care about the people. In such circumstances, it 

is very hard to understand the logic of giving money to the dictator. 

As wisely commented by many, the money will be used to prolong 

dictatorship in the country. Would it not be wise for the EU to 

support credible human rights organizations working on the Eritrean 

cause, if any? Looking at the EUôs initiative from a different angle, I 
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believe that it emanates from a real concern of what is happening 

inside the country and needs to be appreciated. In less than a decade, 

the situation of the country has been going from bad to worse with 

no end in sight. The country is totally disconnected from the rest of 

the world and the people have nothing to eat. The opposition against 

the dictator from the Eritrean people has not been up to standards. 

While the cause remains the same; ending dictatorship in Eritrea, 

opposition organizations have terribly been divided. The EU 

initiative should, therefore, be used as wakeup call for all Eritreans 

to get closer to bring tyranny to an end. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Araya 

It will be a dark point in history if the EU tries to keep the most 

brutal system in the African Continent. Hence, this needs to be 

stopped. The EU is aware that this PFDJ government needs to be 

replaced by a democratic system. The UN, EU and the rest of 

worldôs organizations are fully aware of the evil acts of Isaias 

Afeworki and his government. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by HABTOM 

Maybe the EU commission is doing this purposely, so that the 

dictator can have life for long. So we Eritreans are responsible to 

eradicate the dictatorship now! 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Warsay 

I am Eritrean, I am young and I wanted to live in my free country.  

But I had to leave my family and my home because the young can 

not live in Eritrea anymore: no education, no work, no money, no 

freedom. The government takes aid money and makes the young 

work as slaves. The generals build villas in the city and on the 

country side. If the EU wants Isaias to continue to kill us then it 

should give him bullets not money for aid. But if they want to help 

us then help us to live in our own country, by making him stop 

killing us. Thank you. I am now a beggar on one of your streets, in 

my country I could live from teaching IT. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Zebihere Asmara 

The Eritrean Government rules its country without constitution and 

without any democracy. The Eritrean people are victims of its 
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aggressive policy with neighboring countries. As a result Eritrean 

people are forced to leave the country and live in refugee camps. 

Justice is above all thing so if there is no justice there is nothing! 

Please reconsider the EU for the Aid plan. As a matter of a fact I 

like it if the Eritrean people gets help, but the only help for the 

people and the beloved country is the removal of the 

DICTATORIAL government from its power (Change). Thanks 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Meron Estefanos 
The EU shouldnôt give any aid to Eritrea without conditions 

(releasing prisoners of conscience, allowing political prisoners to 

see their families, implementing the constitution...etc.) 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Khelil Khelilullah  

I wonder what is the meaning of pumping the dictator with tax 

money, when this tyrant treats his own people with cruelty and 

inhumanly. This money could do much better away from the 

dictator. 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Samuel 

That́ s the worst thing to do to Eritrean people, Eritrea has become 

the worst of all countries when it comes to democracy. Giving the 

aid means giving a green light to the government of Eritrea to 

oppress it´s own people! So please think once again, make pressure 

to free all the politicians and journalists who has been imprisoned 

for years 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Sara 

The EU should give the food aid to Eritrea but there must be strong 

controlling mechanisms if it really wants to help the Eritrean people. 

The regime in Asmara is brutal and dictatorial; therefore, they can 

use it for the military purposes. For example, the authorities will not 

give food aid for those families whose children disappeared from the 

hands of the Eritrean government. They will not also give for those 

who do not want to attend their political meetings! They did it 

before and they will do it now!! We have really enough experience 

of the system and we want to help the poor Eritrean. I know I do not 

want to say do not give its aid because the people are in need and 

live a desperate situation. What about the people in prison who have 
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been pro democracy? Do we forget them? They said to Issais 

enough is enough! 

 

Monday, 23 February, by Elias 

Sofia Tesfamariam, your comment could have earned some benefit 

of the doubt if only you stayed anonymous. It puzzles me why a 

woman of your age have go this law just to appease a killer regime 

against your own people? What a self serving oldie you are. 

Pathetic! 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by ASMEROM  

The people of Eritrea expect the international community, especially 

the European countries and the United States to stand on the side of 

justice, basic human rights, freedom to worship, to speak, to write, 

etc. Indeed, we see that they have institutions that keep a watchful 

eye on the governments so they donôt cross these lines and abuse 

their people. When it comes to Africans, these values suddenly 

become unimportant and staying friendly with the government of 

the day takes precedence. It is a shame!! If the EU approves this aid 

package and funds the Eritrean governmentôs bogus development 

projects, Eritreans will suffer even more in the hands of a 

strengthened oppressive regime. We beg you not to give money to 

this government. You may think that somehow the people will 

benefit from the projects. The truth is, the government is using the 

youth as slaves to build roads. the lucky ones are paid less than 

US$30 per month and the government will give you a financial 

report that shows it paid engineers an exorbitant amount of money 

and Mr. Louis Michel will buy it and approve the next tranche of 

disbursement, and so it will continue. This is not only wasteful but it 

is not fair to European tax payers. Shame on you EU!!  

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by M. Woldemariam 

Translate that money into direct food instead of giving it that way. It 

will go straight into PFDJ coffers and be used for buying arms. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tedros 

The EU yet again is trying to consolidate the suffering of Eritreans 

by funding the dictator of Eritrea. The people of Eritrea are living a 

modern times slavery. If the EU truly wants to help Eritrean people, 
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it should do so by denying aid to the dictator of Eritrea and find 

ways to deliver aid only to the needy people. Eritreans inside Eritrea 

are now living in a hell, starving to death. The aid that EU gives to 

the Eritrean government is helping the government to starve the 

people and support its generalsô luxury way of life in order to 

protect its reign. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Merhawi Andeab 

Yes, giving money to the regime of Isaias Afowerki would send a 

very strange message. Namely, that the EU does not care about 

development, democracy and human rights. Please be wise and side 

with suffering people of Eritrea. The people do need your assistance, 

no doubt. But giving money to an unaccountable regime is no 

ASSISTANCE at all. Ask the government to be accountable in a 

substantial way otherwise find another way of distributing 

emergency assistance to the hungry people. And I wish you all the 

success and reward of your efforts. Merhawi A 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Daniel Tewolde 

It is noble to assist people and countries in need of aid. Those who 

left their country should be ashamed to use aid for political ends. 

People in Eritrea need help and the time is NOW. I support giving 

aid to Eritrea and other countries that are working hard to change 

their living standard. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tesfay 

The EU has not helped nor will help Eritrean citizens as such. Such 

aid is bogus to justify a politician at EU office.  Maybe it is better to 

help Isaias as authoritarian regimes are OK to void chaos. What can 

we say, it will remain you desk theory. Whether you help such a 

brutal dictator with aid or not, it will not stop us, Eritreans, to 

remove Isaias. It will cost us money and blood to fight for our 

constitutional and good governance. This aid the EU is pledging will 

add more cost to our struggle as the unelected undemocratic 

ñgovernmentò will buy weapon to crash our struggle, but it will not 

change the end of the success. This will become another case for 

pursuing your agenda, not to the real democratic development in 

Eritrea but to some thing else, which is not clearly known to many. 

God is with us, Eritreans. 
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Moses Yonas 

I am a 12 years old Eritrean boy currently residing in US. EU if you 

are blind to the Eritrean Government, let me tell you the truth . I am 

able to learn this from my father that the ruling Peopleôs Front for 

Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) remained the sole permitted political 

party in Eritrea. The Eritrean government made no announcement of 

any steps towards multi-party elections as required by the 1997 

Constitution. No opposition activity or criticism of the government 

was tolerated, and no independent non-governmental organization 

was allowed. Constitutional protection against arbitrary detention 

and guarantees of ñfreedom of conscience, expression of opinion, 

movement, assembly and organizationò were ignored. The private 

media remained banned. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Khaled 

I feel that the EU wants the dictator to build new jails for Eritreans 

and thanks for that. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Harerta 

This latest step by the EU, masked under the pretence of ñaid for the 

Eritrean people,ò shows its utter disrespect for not only its own 

human rights principles, but also for human lives in general. The EU 

policy with regards to human rights states: ñHuman rights, 

democracy and the rule of law are core values of the European 

Union. Embedded in its founding treaty, they have been reinforced 

by the adoption of a Charter of Fundamental Rights. Countries 

seeking to join the EU must respect human rights. So must countries 

which have concluded trade and other agreements with it.ò Eritrea 

under dictator Isaias, is a country that lacks the most rudimentary 

forms of human rights, let alone democracy and rule of law! The EU 

doesnôt have to go to Eritrea to find evidence of gross human rights 

violations. Its shores are swept by droves of Eritrean citizens who 

risk their lives to seek refuge from the big prison that Eritrea is 

under Isaias. Louis Michel of the EU, by continuously acquiescing 

to the BRUTAL dictator of Eritrea, has been doing a great disservice 

to the Eritrean people and to the European tax payers who ultimately 

must shoulder the burden of the so-called ñaid.ò Aid will not benefit 

the Eritrean people, or any other people that live under dictatorship 

for that matter. Instead, it will only serve to provide a material 
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lifeline to decaying regimes such as that of Isaias. The EU must stop 

enabling dictators and ignoring the plight of the local people. Itôs 

about time the EU lives up to its promise of safeguarding human 

rights and promoting democracy throughout the world! 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Saga 

If  you donôt want to help the Eritrean people, get rid of this 

dictatorship regime so stop funding the tortures. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Fenan 

I am an Eritrean recently forced to leave my beloved country 

because of fear of persecution. Personally, what I feel about the so 

called Eritrean Government is a bunch of idiots with a lunatic at the 

top who have irreversibly damaged the dream of a young nation and 

its hard working and decent people. What we are now witnessing is 

a regime in its final course of downfall because of its suicidal 

policies and irresponsible actions. For me giving this amount of 

money to the Eritrean Government will merely serve a life support 

for the regime and we shouldnôt forget that each day this 

Government is allowed to stay in power, the innocent lives that are 

lost or made suffer in the secret prisons is high. No single penny will 

trickle down to the people. I used to work with NGOôs in Eritrea and 

I know exactly why the Government evicted literally all of them. It 

was just to eliminate neutral/reliable implementing agents on the 

ground so that donor countries will be left with the option of 

pumping their money to the Government. So if the EU gives this 

money to this dictatorship, it will be just like rescuing a monster to 

keep on its rampage. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Hakegna Eritrean  

Please stop hurting us over and over, by helping the monster. Do not 

give him a penny but instead take him to the I C C. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by TEKIE 

What is the aim of the EU for giving such aid to the dictator and 

egoistic crazy Issayas Afeworki? It is known every single penny will 

be spent on the military. He will be empowered to crush and 
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kneel down the Eritrean people. I support your aid but you should 

have some controlling mechanism. You should make sure 

everything is going to the people not to the military. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Baitkaray  

When it comes to giving aid to one of the most brutal African 

dictators, we should not be shy from telling the truth and informing 

the EU what dangerous effects the act of enriching the brutal 

Eritrean dictator would have on the Eritrean people and how that 

dangerous act contradicts with its democratic rhetoric and the 

genuine values of the European taxpayers. It should be clear to the 

clueless EU leadership that they should learn that they are going to 

reward his behavior of vigorously repressing dissent and 

systematically looting his country by laundering millions of dollars 

in government funds to his overseas bank accounts. If I give them 

the benefit of doubt, I would say that the clueless EU leadership is 

too naïve to see that African dictators learned how to manipulate 

foreign governments and financial institutions to obtain resources 

that help them brutalize their peoples. The European taxpayers 

should know that not more than 8-10 cents out of each dollar of aid 

will actually reach the recipients, while about 90 cents of each dollar 

will be spent to suppress freedoms and liquidate democratic forces. 

How do they allow their money to be used to kill, kidnap, torture, 

conspire and brutalize a people struggling for their human dignity? 

Few decades ago, the European colonizers kept us in total darkness, 

and today, the EU is intending to send money to sabotage our 

struggle for a dignified life; a matter which is not less damaging and 

criminal in nature than what their ancestors had done to us as 

Africans. We are against nobody; we are with ourselves. Please, 

leave us alone, if you cannot understand that respect for human 

rights is a global responsibility. As much as the dictator is to blame 

for what he would do with the money to brutalize his people, so is 

the EU for giving him the tool to use against his people. However, 

history will be merciless on the EU if they do what we fear. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Berhane Adhanom 

The EU should not provide Aid to the regime in Eritrea because it is 

a dictatorial regime that has blocked the implementation of the 

constitution, arrested thousands of critics and political opponents, 
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including top government and liberation movement leaders, 

students, elderly citizens, and journalists. None of the prisoners have 

been taken to court, charged or tried. Detainees are usually not 

informed of the accusations made against them, they have no right 

to defend themselves or be legally represented and have no recourse 

to an independent judiciary to challenge abuses of their fundamental 

rights. Any Aid provided to the regime would be used to further 

repress the population. Please do not do it. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Baldonga 

The EU has been irresponsible in tracking human rights records ever 

since, but giving aid to a repressive government in the name of the 

Eritrean people is an outrage. Letôs not talk about the abuse of one 

individual; we are dealing with a country without a constitution, 

holding in hostage its own people, arresting ministers, ordinary 

citizens just for voicing their opinion. Whatever is the motive of the 

EU, I am confused, it is out of its mind. This aid is going to hurt the 

Eritrean people, think it over and do the right thing. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Mohamed Said 

The government of Eritrea is not much different than that of the Red 

Khmers in Cambodia. Tens of thousands of innocent people are 

missing. Arbitrary killing is common. Starvation is part of the 

regime policy. Their countryôs constitution is shelved. Minority 

churches and Koranic schools are closed. The economy is controlled 

by the only party in the country. Human right abuses are the worst in 

the continent. In a nutshell, the Eritreans need food and medical 

assistance, but please make sure that you are directly involved, i.e. 

donôt give it to the government. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Beraki 

Stop cajoling with dictators. When did the EU succeed to win 

dictators by negotiation? The EU- aid plan to the dictator in Eritrea 

is against the principles of the ACP- EU Cotonou Agreement. The 

dictator in Eritrea never believes in dialogue and this has been 

evidenced by the international community (UN, AU, human rights 

organizations). How the EU wants to convince this dictator is 

ridiculous. The EU - Aid plan amounting to 122m is not for 

development but for more human rights violation in Eritrea. How 



                                                P a g e | 47 

can development come while oneôs people are in prison? The 

Eritrean people are in prison today. The EU Aid plan to Eritrea is 

against the principles of the ACP-EU agreement that restricts such 

aid to consistently gross human rights violators. The regime in 

Eritrea is well known and recorded as the worst human rights 

violators. The Eritrean people have been calling to the international 

community that the aid is not reaching the people but is just 

elongating their suffering under the iron grip of the police state of a 

one-man rule. The EU knows well this suffering but ignores it. The 

Eritrean civil society and political organizations urge the EU 

Commission to suspend this assistance and investigate the situation 

of human rights violations in Eritrea before it takes a wrong decision 

that contradicts the principles of ACP- EU agreements. Sincerely, 

Human rights activist. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Hagos Michael 

It is not aid rather disaster! 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Berhane Teddy 

It is not certain whether the EU will grant the ear-marked money to 

Isaias (donôt fool ourselves, there is no such thing as an Eritrean 

government). But one thing is certain for sure: Isaias has shown 

absolute contempt to anything and everything which includes the 

EU. As a result, perhaps now, anyone with a trace of ability to think 

outside the box in the EU quarters can understand how the Eritrean 

people have been treated under the dictator. Yeah, go ahead EU, 

give him the money, he will just show you more contempt and insult 

you harder. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Timnit  

Simply irresponsible! 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Zelalem 

Really surprising! How could such a very democratic and well-

known regional organization allocate such an amount of aid money 

for a brutal government, already fading out to add time to its very 

bad rule? 
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Nur Edin 

Giving financial aid to the EPFDJ means weakening democratic 

opposition and encouraging repression in Eritrea. One would not 

oppose delivering food aid, but granting financial aid to this regime 

is totally misplaced. People like Isaias have only one thing in mind. 

They do everything to remain in power and rule. For this aim they 

would sacrifice everything except their life. We plead to the 

responsible people in the European Union to reconsider their 

decision. Please remain loyal to your principles of democracy and 

rule of law. Please let the Eritrean people remove oppression and 

lawlessness and establish democracy. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Ibrahim Tada 

Really, it is very strange to complain of illegal immigration, at the 

same time assisting dictators who perpetrate crimes that forces 

people to escape from their countries. Yes, it is strange to complain 

of piracy while supporting the pirate of the Horn of Africa, and 

inviter of terror suspected forces. Isnôt it surprising to lecture on 

democracy, human rights, multiparty, free press, freedom of 

expression and accountability while helping a dictator who has 

turned Eritrea into a big prison; a dictator who openly refutes all the 

legacies of the civilized world? I earnestly appeal to the European 

Union to direct their help to the Eritrean youth and people who are 

suffering in the refugee camps in Eastern Sudan and Northern 

Ethiopia, and to the Eritrean Parties and Organizations which are 

struggling for democracy, human rights, peace and stability in 

Eritrea and the region. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by H. T. Michael 

Please EU, do not prolong the suffering of the innocent Eritrean 

people by providing funds to the CRIMINAL REGIME of Isayas. 

The ONLY beneficiary of your aid to Eritrea is Isayas and his 

cronies. Today throughout of the poor country you see and hear 

heartbreaking stories of hunger and destitute. The life of this regime 

should be SHORTENED BY ALL MEANS. EU, PLEASE DO 

NOT BE ON THE SIDE OF ISAYAS BUT ON THE SIDE OF 

THE DOWN TRODEN. 
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Biniam 

It is strange not only giving the aid but thinking about it. This will 

only help to prolong the suffering and misery of the people of 

Eritrea at the hands of the blood thirsty maniac Issayas and his 

thugs. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Hagos Temesgen 

EU please! How come that you are rewarding a dictator, who is 

killing his own people almost every single day? Please donôt give a 

penny to this irresponsible government. Instead, use all means in 

your power to end the suffering of the Eritrean people from this 

dictatorial regime. Thanks 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Cheren 

EU must not give aid to Eritreaôs dictator. By giving aid, the result 

is clear: EU prolonged Eritrean dictatorship and totalitarianism. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Ahmed Abdelrehim 

This is a slap in the face of tax paying EU citizens and it is a 

condemnation of Eritrean citizens to more torture and oppression. 

The EU must be more responsible than this. Let alone having a right 

to speak, the Isayas regime has starved the Eritrean people. EU 

money is guaranteed to go to strengthening the grip to power and 

will  give Isayas more time to oppress Eritrea ... no meaningful 

development, no stability, no security ... and no hope for Eritreans 

will result from this. EU please be responsible. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by USA 

Sending funds to the dictatorship is grossly irresponsible and border 

line criminal. The regime is literally holding the people hostage and 

you are attempting to give this hostage taker some space to breathe. 

If you do a little homework it will be clear that this money wonôt 

ease the suffering of the Eritrean people. It makes me wonder if the 

EU has some other possible less honorable motives besides charity. 

Eritrean refugees are flooding your continent. You should ask some 

of these new arrivals what they think about giving money to the 

people they just barely escaped. 

 

 



                                                P a g e | 50 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Berhe 

The EU should stop teasing the dictator Afeorki and send him a 

clear message. It is sad to see that the world has forgotten the people 

of Eritrea and has given their plight a deaf ear. When I see the media 

coverage of Zimbabwe, I wonder why nothing is said about the 

massive violation of human rights in Eritrea. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Mesfin Fitwi 

Thanks for the opportunity to forward our point of view. As an 

Eritrean, I have never been given any chance to give my opinion. To 

come to the point, the EUôs policy towards the Dictatorial regime of 

Eritrea is hardly understandable. Itôs immoral, undemocratic and 

finally a hostile act to the Eritrean people. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Henok 

What??? What a paradox. The EU has been accusing this dictatorial 

regime of igniting war with its neighbours -Djibouti, Ethiopia, and 

total absence of freedom of speech, free press, constitution and basic 

human rights. But now, they are rewarding the dictatorial regime of 

Eritrea for this. What hypocrisy? EU, please you have to know that 

you are giving this money to the regime so that it continues 

terrorizing its people and launching another round of war on its 

neighbours. EU should know that they are not giving a penny to the 

people of Eritrea. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Awallom 

Surprising to hear such a strange deed. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Yohannes Belay 

Louis MICHEL, European Commissioner, for development and 

humanitarian aid and responsible for rewarding such an amount of 

money 

to DIA should be asked one question: is it because of his personal 

friendship to the Dictator that he is showing a blind eye to the 

suffering people of Eritrea by handing him millions of Euro? The 

contributor countries will not be amused to see their money used to 

entertain Dictators instead of bringing them in to the rule of Law, 

free press, transparent judicial law and democracy. I am an Euro-

Eritrean and will ask this question to the European Parliament 
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representing my country and urge every one to do the same, it is 

absolutely beyond oneôs comprehension why the EU Commission is 

rewarding Worldôs top dictator. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Michael Isaac 

ñA FRIEND IN NEED IS A FRIEND IN DEEDò Thanks to the EU 

for understanding the real situation and policy of our honest 

government. I hope one day (hopefully in a few years) you will be 

proud and happy with what you are doing today. Unlike the USA, 

you are doing your best for all people and governments without pre-

conditions. That gives a chance to those who want to be self reliant. 

God bless EU and Eritrea. I wish all the best to the Government of 

Eritrea to make use of year 2009 as a turning point for the coming 

years. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by TEK G: 

If the European Union goes ahead and gives 2200,0000 to the 

Eritrean regime at this moment in time, we can only assume that the 

EU is in fact trying to inject a life support system to the dictator and 

all this talk about human rights is a bluff on the part of the EU. The 

comment by Olle Schmidt that he does not know where the aid 

money is used is an example of how hypocritical some politicians 

can be. As a Swedish politician he must have had a first hand 

experience on the human rights issue in Eritrea. On the one hand we 

have the Swedish that tell us that they are fed up with the way the 

Eritrean government`s handling its citizens and here comes Mr. 

Schmidts who says he does not know where it is going. MR 

Schmidts knows better than that. He knows that the dictator spends 

most of the money he gets his hands on to arm, train and feed 

Ethiopian, Somali and Sudanese insurgents. The dictator believes he 

can stay in power only by creating chaos. ANY attempt by the EU to 

help Isayas should be seen as proof that the EU itself is satisfied 

with the present status quo. The Eritrean people are not the 

beneficiaries of such aid. On the contrary this money will help the 

tyrant to do what he likes with impunity.´ 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Hamid Kabashai 

In short the financial aid to the Eritrean Regime is a REAL CRIME. 

It is nothing else but a CRIME, because such money will never be 
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used to improve social or economical life. This money is going to be 

used in building more prisons and more weapons to punish the 

innocent Eritrean people. EU please look before you lend your hand 

to the cruel regime in Eritrea. I would never hesitate considering this 

money is going to be used to commit a crime against the Eritrean 

people. It is Crime to lend a hand to the Murderer Isaias Afwerqi. 

EU please stop playing such dirty games with the Eritrean people. 

Take the right action by offering such aid to the people who can 

benefit from it. This money will be used for torturing, arresting, 

killing, denying basic rights and purchasing more weapons. Hey EU 

you are participating in a crime against humanity, but your declared 

values donôt support such a devilish endeavor. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Helen 

EU stop helping Al-Shabab (Al-Qaeda) by supporting Isaias 

Afeworki. Isaias is a terrorist! 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Haile Kiflai 

The EU is encouraging the Eritrean leaders to buy more guns 

instead of more food in order to kill their own people, promote 

slavery in the 21st century, build more prison centers and arrest 

more innocent people and extend the eagerly expected time of the 

birth of press, speech and assembly in Eritrea for unlimited time. 

EU, please donôt force Eritreans to pay a bigger price at the cost of 

others like Somalis and Sudanese. Please note that we will judge 

your action at a later day, when this cloudy and foggy season will be 

over. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Aybelnando 

The EU bureaucrats should be sued in the world court of The Hague 

for abetting and prodding through their so called AID to the fascistic 

government of Isaias Afwerki, head of a thuggish mafia -- aka the 

Eritrean government. Their misguided benevolence is resulting in 

enslaving the Eritrean people. No question about it. By bringing a 

law suit against these arrogant Europeans, only then will  these no 

good EU bureaucrats stop meddling in shoring a sinking ship which 

is becoming unbearable to the Eritrean people inside and outside. 
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Haile Kiflai 

Dear Eritrean brothers and sisters. The EU is encouraging the 

Eritrean leaders to buy more guns instead of more food in order to 

kill their own people, promote slavery in the 21st century, build 

more prison centers and arrest more innocent people and extend the 

eagerly expected time of the birth of press, speech and assembly in 

Eritrea for unlimited time. As Eritreans, this is the right time that we 

need to be a voice for the voiceless who donôt even know that 

someone is rewarding their leaders for being above the law. EU, 

please donôt force Eritreans to pay a greater price at the cost of 

others like Somalis and Sudanese. Please note that we will judge 

your action at a later day, when this cloudy and foggy season will be 

over. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Edin Nur 

This is a regime which imposed itself on the Eritrean people and is 

doing everything to rule indefinitely. In Eritrea one can not even 

worship God in a manner it seems to him or her proper. One needs 

permission from the government to pray or he risks his life. Dear 

European Union do not finance repression. Eritreans in Diasporas 

have refused to make remittance, pfdj is now weakened. Please, 

please do not finance dictatorship. You could provide Eritrean 

people with food and grain, but do not remit cash. Even now he 

must be making deals to buy bombs with the money you have 

promised him. Please let us alone. We will remove this monster. Do 

not interfere!!! He is almost falling down. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Yafet 

The Member of Parliament in Sweden said the aid will send some 

strange message to the dictator but still the money is going to the 

dictator. Have you ever heard about a country with no constitution 

or no parliament meetings? It is time consuming as well as hard to 

believe if one starts to write about the situation and life in a very 

tiny and poor country in the world, Eritrea. I have heard and read 

about some characters of politicians, which is always strange to hear 

and read. What is the definition of safeguarding human rights, is it 

giving funds to sponsor acts of terrorism. There is no worse terror 

action in the world than Eritrea. In Eritrea it is not unusual to see all 

kinds of people for different reasons in prison. If you want to find an 
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age range you can find it from the age of 15 till the age of 90, if you 

want political opinion to take as the reason of imprisonment you can 

find a woman from the small village who does not have a clue of 

politics as well as the member of the cabinet minister. Muslims and 

Christians are both vulnerable to harsh treatment. So no need of 

saying, except the EU is very happy about the Eritrean misery life. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Negasi 

Dear Commissioners: It is really sad so see tax payer money sent to 

a rogue and terror regime of Mr Isaias Afewerki who is the 

Godfather of Somali Pirates and founder of the terrorist Somali 

organization Al-Shabab group. Mr. Isaias Afewekiôs regime is not 

only one of the most repressive grime in this world, but it is also the 

source of instability in the Horn of Africa. What the European 

Commission should do is to fund the International Criminal Court 

(ICC) to bring Mr. Isaias Afeweki for alleged war crimes in Eritrea, 

Sudan, Somalia and Ethiopia to court. How can the people of 

Europe, who under the rule of law and democratically elected 

governments are enjoying their freedoms and civil liberties without 

distinction of any kind, such as race, color, gender, language, belief, 

political opinion, social origin or other status, you fund this terror 

regime  is for me incomprehensible. Please use your sense and stop 

funding this rogue and terror regime of Mr Isaias Afewerki. 

Yours sincerely, Negasi. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Mr. B erhe 

In the first place, is the aid plan based on moral obligation or it is a 

right? So I would love to say thank you to the European 

Commission for shouldering your moral obligation. On the other 

hand, Eritrea as a new proud country has never been given the 

appropriate political and economical support. For example: the EU 

would have never been concerned in giving aid if it could have 

discharged its responsibility of pressuring Ethiopia to take its EEBC 

verdict as is witnessed by the EU in Algeria. Eritrean people and the 

government are not separable in spirit and practicality of their 

development despite the frustrating no peace no war policy of the 

Ethiopia regime. Economically the EU has mixed economic aspect 

with politics and thus could not receive Eritreans exports ie fish 

production. Last but not least I would advise the EU to give Eritrea a 
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particular space as it is different from other Africa nations in terms 

of its self-reliance principles and policies. Of course there is no 

country in Africa much more corruption free than Eritrea. Example: 

every citizen would feel the resources are appreciated on the ground. 

Research by neutral organizations and the UN agencies would be 

best sources for evidence. Example: who, UNICEF, UNDP, FAO, 

etc...Eritreans are the much closer ones towards the Millennium 

Goals. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Henok 

I canôt believe what I am reading. Thank you EU for giving money 

to a small African Country who has struggled to survive due to 

natural and man mad causes. The man made causes being the most 

responsible for the current situation. For some reason, the world is 

once again turning against Eritrea or ignoring its plight. Ethiopia is 

allowed to sabotage our hard won independence and threaten our 

security through force, yet some people who claim to be Eritreans 

fail to see this very fundamental fact. Eritrea was dealt an unfair 

card, let us have peace and develop and you will see more 

development in the political / democratic sector. STOP TRYING 

TO OVERTHROW A GOVERNMENT (SIMPLY BECAUSE 

THINGS ARE NOT PERFECT IN THAT COUNTRY) BY 

STARVING AND FRUSTRATING THE PEOPLE WHILE THAT 

VERY SAME GOVERNMENT IS DOING ITS BEST TO FEED 

THE PEOPLE, DEFEND THE BORDERS AND DEVELOP THE 

COUNTRY. I CANT BELIEVE THE IGNORANCE I HAVE 

READ ON ALL THOSE POSTS. PEOPLE, PLEASE THINK! 

PLEASE USE YOUR HEADS! 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Sasenaim 

If the aid goes directly to the needy, to the poor Eritreans and you 

can control it, it is OK to send the aid and save life; otherwise giving 

money to a dictator like that in Eritrea is simply playing with the tax 

payersô money. If you donôt have any mechanism of controlling 

where the money goes, then stop sending it. As is familiar with the 

behavior of dictator Isayas, you will never know where the money 

goes. He is going to buy weapons to kill his own imprisoned people, 

to kill his enslaved young when trying to escape and to destabilize 

his neighbours. If you still donôt understand what kind of a devilish 
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dictator you are dealing with, the answer is the young Eritreans 

coming, among other continents, to Europe. Ask the new refugees. 

The Eritrean people will never benefit from this money. Your quiet 

diplomacy has miserably failed. Your engagement has simply 

spoiled him even more. Please donôt encourage the dictator to kill 

more Eritreans. Stop assisting him to continue the killing and if you 

donôt, history will judge you as part of the killing squad. Instead, the 

European Union has to isolate him and his officials. He even sends 

his sick officials as refugees and when they are accepted as refugees, 

they get the treatment they need and when they get well, they go 

back to Eritrea to continue the killing and that way they thank their 

boss, the dictator Isayas. This has happened quite recently in 

Germany. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Dembelas 

To give money means to give the green light to buy guns. So give 

food instead of money. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by A.Osman 

Has Isayas managed to blackmail the EU, by teasing their moral 

obligation to reduce the suffering that he is purposely causing or is 

there a policy to prolong dictatorship and ensure the nationôs slow 

death? Well if the EU decides to pour that kind of money to the 

dictator, then it shouldnôt expect Eritreans to be grateful, actually we 

will consider it as adding salt to the wound. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Michael 

The word dialogue is not in the vocabulary of Dictator Isaias 

Afwerki. So why is the EU sending him millions of Euros? What 

for? To commit genocide against Eritrean people. Where is your 

moral compass EU? Please donôt help African dictators such as 

Isaias and his cousin Melles Zenawi of Ethiopia. These two 

characters are hard core Marxists in a sheep skin and have fooled 

their people for too long. As far as Eritreans are concerned no more 

deception by their home grown oppressor. At least Melles knows 

how to double talk and looks like a democrat on paper. Forget 

Isaias, whatever white matter he had inside his cranium has 

degenerated due to his excessive love of the bottle. He is taking 

small Eritrea down with him. Donôt prolong the suffering of the 
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Eritrean people by sending him hard currency which will be spent 

on weapons and meddling in neighbouring countriesô affairs -- 

hence more destabilizing of the whole Horn of Africa. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tedros 

Where is the core value of European Union on democracy, human 

rights and liberty? In one of EUôs documents it says for any aid to 

be sent to any country, that country should respect the basic rights of 

its people. But I donôt see that in Eritrea. Is it another double 

standard to disregard the Eritrean Governmentôs irresponsible and 

immoral actions? I believe if the EU sends aid to Pres Isayasô 

Government this will validate the torture and harassment this brutal 

regime has been doing for SO long. I hope all these comments will 

hit some of the MEPs nerves. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tahir 

It is a crime against humanity, the perpetuating of the suffering of 

our people, and stifling of the hopes that weôve started to see in our 

united oppositions (political parties, civil societies, key 

personalities, etc), if such aid is to go to this illegal government of 

Issias. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Abdella 

This is one of the worst regimes in Africa, worse than the regime in 

Zimbabwe that gets so much attention from the West. At least there 

was some room for the opposition before the coalition government 

was formed. There was some degree of press freedom, you could 

see the former opposition leader been beaten on TV. Thousands 

have been in prison for years in Eritrea under appalling 

circumstances. Their loved ones do not know about their 

whereabouts. There is no private press. There is no freedom of 

movement even inside the towns, you need to have a permit. Eritrea 

continues to be a haven for all those who want to destabilize the 

region and it is very strange, appalling, and inhumane for the EU to 

support such a regime. Shame on you! 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Eritrawi Ziega 

The issues of human and civil rights are noble issues. But these 

noble terms mean NOTHING to people on empty stomachs! Those 
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who accuse this government canôt have it both ways. They canôt 

have their cake and eat it as well. On the one hand they are saying 

the people are in dire situations while at the same time they want to 

deny them aid. These ñoppositionò elements have to make up their 

minds. Either they have got to be true nationalist opposition, and try 

to get some traction with the Eritrean people or simply vanish into 

thin air! The choice is theirs. No sane minded Eritrean would join 

them in calling for depriving the PEOPLE OF ERITREA 

International Aid! May God/Allah save us from our ñfriendsò for we 

know already, what our enemies wish us! Eritrawi Ziega. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Zegonfo 

Stop your help please to the dictatorial administration. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Veteran Fighter 

I am furious!!! ñEngagementò!!! What a lame excuse. Donôt these 

people know that the dictator does not understand the concept or 

even the meaning of engagement? He has been in power for 18 

years, and it has never even crossed his mind to engage his people, 

leave alone neighbours, and world organizations, even the UN. If 

the EU really wants to help the Eritrean people, they should not 

extend his brutal rule by funding his regime. Instead, the EU should 

kick out all the dictatorôs ñambassadorsò, and ban his ministerôs 

from visiting their countries. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Harerta 

Henok, you are presenting the same and tired excuses weôve heard 

for at least the past 10 years. But in case you havenôt been following 

events in the country you claim to love more than most us, the 

opposition, the Eritrean people (especially the youth) is not buying 

your excuses. They are leaving in droves. Guess which country they 

have been migrating to? ETHIOPIA. Now you canôt tell me that our 

young people are so out of touch that they have chosen to risk their 

lives to run to the arms of the country (Ethiopia) that has caused all 

their miseries. The reality is that itôs not Ethiopia or Weyane that 

has prevented the Isaias regime from implementing the constitution, 

allowing free speech, elections and multiparty governance. Itôs not 

Ethiopia that has imprisoned our independence heroes and press 

personalities indefinitely. Itôs not Ethiopia that keeps parents 
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hostage for the ñcrimesò of their children. Itôs not Ethiopia that is 

holding our youth in the trench indefinitely, with the pretext of the 

border issue. Itôs not Ethiopia that has run our economy to the 

ground by not allowing free market and so on so forth. As you can 

see from this forum, those of you who believe the Isaias regime has 

the Eritrean peopleôs welfare at heart, constitute a dying minority. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Goita 

Dear European Parliament, Sorry for your help for the Fascist 

Dictator of Eritrea. In the 1950ôs you where helping Negus Haile 

Selassie of Ethiopia and his successor Dictator Menghistu. And 

today you are helping Fascist Isayas. Please stop helping this 

dictator and help Eritrean people. You have seen our young 

generation is running out of Eritrea and coming all over European 

countries. To stop this problem of refugees and stop all the war he is 

fabricating, he should go down. He is using the Famine to kneel 

down our people.  FOR ONCE IN YOUR LIFE PLEASE HELP 

THE PEOPLE OF ERITREA. Yours, Gogo 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by Mekonen 

On my way what I want to inform the donors is that they have to 

have a means of auditing if the aid is going to help those who suffer. 

Otherwise it would be a big mistake in history to help the dictator of 

Eritrea by donation from innocent working people in Europe at this 

recession time. 

 

Tuesday, 24 February, by MANJUR 

Dear Eritreans of all walks of life, I am sure we concerned citizens 

are shocked to read this news. This is how the Western nations 

deliberately destroyed our people in the past. We have a read history 

that the bloodiest dictators in many African countries have survived 

in power by the support of the Western nations. History is repeating 

itself again and again. This financial aid is a deliberate act against 

our poor people and has nothing to do with the poor. Europe, 

MAKE NO MISTAKE AGAIN AND AGAIN.  

 

Wednesday, 25 February, by Arrefaine Tewelde 

I would like to ask for those Eritreans above all outside their 

country: What kind of human being are you not to say the truth, 
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what is happening in our country?  How can you cover your eyes 

and ears by SALAMI?  Remember that you are bleeding your 

people the same as your mad Dog Essaias. Enough is enough, it is 

time to pull off your masks. The EU has to stop the so called AID to 

the people of Eritrea. If you do so, it will be used against the people, 

so my question is: What is your real purpose to give the money to 

this cruel government of Eritrea? Do you want us to live for decades 

as the people of Congo under Mobutu? And see nowadays the result 

in Congo, thanks to you for holding a Dictator in that country for 

more than 40 years against his people and for your single interest, 

the country is devastated. This is only one example from many. So 

EU Hands off from helping a dictator in our country ERITREA, not 

far every thing will change in our country in a positively way, so I 

invite you to come then through the door not as you would like to do 

now through the window. I thank you. 

 

Wednesday, 25 February, by Semere 

Irresponsible of the EU Commission! Does the Commission care for 

the well-being of the Eritrean People? What is the purpose of 

empowering dictator Isayas? As an EU citizen I demand EU to 

revoke this decision! It is absurd! 

 

Wednesday, 25 February, by Ahmed 

Stop killing Eritrean people by helping Dictator Isayas Afworki!! 

 

Wednesday, 25 February, by Thomas 

Giving 122 million euro to this un-elected government is the worse 

Human Rights abuse the EU can commit against the people of 

Eritrea as it will give the Eritrean Government more power to yet 

oppress the people and continue to commit atrocities. If the EU goes 

through with this plan of funding the murderous regime, it will have 

blood on its hands and the Eritrean people will, and should, never 

forgive it (them?) for elongating their suffering. 

 

Wednesday, 25 February, by TM Araya 

EU, please adhere to the Cottonou Agreement and withhold this 

funding to the oppressive regime of Eritrea. Most Eritreans with a 

conscience do not believe the money would be used to alleviate the 

conditions of the neglected citizens of Eritrea. 



                                                P a g e | 61 

Wednesday, 25 February, by Meseley 

As an EU refugee, I am here because of the dictatorôs inhumane 

handle towards its own people. I am a so called refugee of EU not of 

financial crises. EU it is the time to let him be challenged by the 

people. If you reinforce him now, of course it is adding to the 

judgment day of the people (more painfully time). 

 

Wednesday, 25 February, by Eritrean Observer 

Despite my disagreements with the Eritrean government, I fully 

support the EUôs decision to give a hand on the development works 

in Eritrea. The only one thing I ask the EU is to make sure to audit 

at the level of cents where the money was spent. Neither any coin 

should be diverted for few corrupt individuals nor should any coin 

be diverted for weapons or military purpose. As Eritreans we should 

in fact be grateful to the EU and encourage other nations to give a 

hand in development works so long as auditing is maintained 

properly. 

 

Wednesday, 25 February, by Tefetro Selah 

If the European intentions are honorable, then it should serve them 

well to moderate this donation, with respect to its usage, to the very 

last penny (pound). Has it ever been documented anywhere that 

foreign aid has been administered into the hands of African people 

and NOT to their corrupt government? The solution....and not a 

simple matter.... is true and lasting solidarity amongst Eritrean, 

Ethiopian, Djiboutian, Somalian,  Sudanese, Kenyan, and Ugandan 

people. Africa has everything it needs within Africa itself. Anything 

less will bare the same sour fruit of despair which has poisoned our 

people for far too long. We can start with the Eritrean/Ethiopian 

mind-set. If you perceive that there is an enemy, your sisters and 

brothers will continue to be that enemy. Peace Opportunity Wealth 

Empowerment Revolution A united Horn or nothing at all. 

 

Thursday, 26 February, by Eritrean Poet, by the human rights 

issue is poltics and spin not reailty 

Wow it seems everybody under the sun has made an opinion on 

Eritrea. All I see are many disgruntled power hungry Eritrean 

opposition groups in here, making negative comments of course to 

support their idea of what Eritrea should be led by their Party. So it 
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comes down to politics and spins to them not the reality of the 

situation or the majority voice of Eritreans abroad and at home who 

support the Issayas Aferikowi led government. I say that figure is 

about 85 % for the current government. Now where do all these 

disproportionate comments come from, easy 

http://www.awate.com/portal/content/view/5081/2/. This website 

was created by a disgruntled Eritrean opposition party. They decided 

to tell all their followers which are very limited, thatôs why they 

have no power on the ground anywhere in the world except cyber 

world even there poll votes have hard times winning outright 

support for their party. Then the other category of negative 

comments are coming from non ï Eritreans i.e. foreigners who have 

either been miss-informed of the current situation in Eritrea or who 

are motivated by other reasons totally conflicting with Eritreaôs 

progress: who knows what their real intentions are! Anyway I hear 

stories of human right abuses but where is the proof of this. The 

numbers have to be sufficient enough to make a claim of human 

right abuses. Just because we believe one Eritrean person is missing 

in Eritrea, it does not add up to human right abuses like Darfur. 

Even then a few other questions have to be asked to call it human 

rights abuses. In that case, if 20 people are enough than all Europe 

and America would have committed human rights abuses. I donôt 

see what Eritrea is doing currently which is different from Western 

countries: we arrest terrorists, criminals and fight to protect our 

borders and country. But we get labels with negative comments. 

Take note that we have only been independent for 18 years while 

Europe has been for hundreds of years and has committed 

horrendous crimes compared to small Eritrea. Yet they donôt label 

themselves but instead they lie about history when it comes to their 

negative bits. Any way god bless Eritrea and Isaias Afewerki for its 

ideas of good governance at the current time. 

 

Thursday, 26 February, by Daniel 

Dear EU Parliamentarians, thanks to you who encourage and 

support a 122 million European currency to a dictator who doesnôt 

allow democracy and democratic governance, a dictator who refuse 

to approve the rule of law (constitution), a dictator who violates 

humanity, a dictator who is well-known by kidnapping, arresting, 

torturing, killing,é.. enslaved his own citizens in their own country. 

http://www.awate.com/portal/content/view/5081/2/
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Is there any intended precondition before this amount of money is 

transferred onto the dictatorôs hands? How about the innocent 

prisoners who are living in fear and dying in the dungeons? You (the 

EU parliamentarians) were crying yesterday when some of your 

citizens were detained and remained in prison without any charge. 

Maybe they were dual citizens and you forgot about them 

today??????? or maybe you were wrong and the dictator in Eritrea 

was right when he arrested the higher government officials, 

journalists and thousands of students, farmersé.soldiers because of 

their political opinion? Is there any positive development in Eritrea 

today which is concealed from its people and from the international 

community but open to the EU? I do not think so! The social, 

economical and political situation in Eritrea is worse than ever, there 

is nothing new in the country except loss and itôs an open secret to 

every one! So please take this issue into consideration before you 

move to the final decision of the transaction. Iôm sure all of you 

understand that giving this amount of money is an outrage to the 

Eritrean people and a wrong signal to the dictator. That kind of help 

would be appreciated, if we had a popular government. 

 

Thursday, 26 February, by Abraha 

I donôt understand why the EU cannot see the plight of the innocent 

Eritrean people. The EU members know certainly that so many 

Eritreans are perishing on the shores of the EU zone (The 

Mediterranean Sea), in the Sahara Desert, Crossing to the Sudan and 

Ethiopia and other areas. If the EU really cares about the innocent 

people of Eritrea, they should enforce an embargo against the Isaias 

regime, thereby expediting the fall of the brutal regime. Please EU 

members do not add an insult to an injury and stop helping this 

brutal regime: you are only prolonging the suffering of the Eritrean 

people. By giving money to the brutal Dictator you are continuing 

the brutality of the colonial Era. 

 

Thursday, 26 February, by Tesfay Aradom 

Any government has an obligation to keep its citizens safe within a 

secure political environment conducive to economic growth and 

progress. It also has a duty to protect the territorial integrity and 

sovereignty of the nation. That is exactly what the Eritrean 

government has been doing notwithstanding the unjustified 
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harassment and threats by the Bush administration and its support 

for the Weyane regimeôs military adventures. Given all the progress 

that the GOE has been able to demonstrate in food security, health 

and education, as attested by various UN agencies and some NGOôs, 

it is my hope that the European Commission will not be distracted 

by comments from disgruntled former officials or individuals, both 

national and foreign, who have an axe to grind. The preponderance 

of Eritreans in the diasporas as well as in the country shows very 

well that any assistance will be put to good use. However, if the 

assistance is meant to compromise our national integrity and divert 

us from our priorities, I am sure that our collective reply will be 

thanks but no thanks. Consistent with our past, we will just march 

on by relying on our own human and material resources. Needless to 

say, succeed we will!! awet nôhafash tesfay aradom 

 

Thursday, 26 February, by Hasan Sultan 

Helping Eritrean neediest by EUôs is appreciated as long as they 

make sure that the end user of such funds are the people who have 

been prisoners in their home by the dictator who is still alive and 

enjoying threatening his own citizens by the support of Mr. 

(ERITREAN POET) who is blind or no one from his family been 

touched by the tyrant of the Eritrean mafia. 

 

Friday, 27 February, by Iyasu 

Some well meaning, albeit naive compatriots are for the aid to be 

given to the dictator, and expect the EU to audit on how every cent 

is spent. First, there is no doubt that the so called ñleaderô in Eritrea 

has all the credentials of an absolute dictator of the worst type, just 

like Mugabe, Mobutu, Idi Amin etc. An African dictator, like the 

one in Eritrea, does not have any respect for rules and regulations, 

leave alone the concepts of transparency and accountability. These 

concepts do not exist in the regimeôs vocabulary. Then, in the 

absence of these concepts, how would the EU be able to conduct an 

audit. Second, and most important point is that it is wrong in 

principle to fund a regime that terrorizes its people, that does not 

have any respect for human rights of its own citizens, a ñleaderò 

who rules without constitutions. If the EU goes ahead with its plan 

to fund the ruthless dictator, it can only mean that it has a sinister 
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agenda, and is committing a crime against the Eritrean people for 

which the organization has to answer sooner or later. 

 

Friday, 27 February, by Gabriel G 

EU Policy of Appeasement in the face of humanitarian disaster in 

Eritrea ñAt a time when so much is possible technically, 

scientifically, politically and socially, millions of people still face 

the misery of extreme poverty, hunger and disease. They have been 

forgotten. This is not acceptable from either a moral or a political 

standpoint. We are obliged to respond out of human solidarity, but 

also for reasons of global security and stability.ò Louis Michel 

European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian Aid. If 

we read the above quotation carefully and relate it to what the 

European Commission is currently deliberating, its policy on 

providing humanitarian aid to Eritrea sometime in 2009, there seems 

to be a missing phrase: financial accountability. The condition in 

which EU humanitarian aid is granted declares: ñThe main aim of 

this aid is to save and preserve life during emergencies and their 

immediate aftermath in natural disasters or conflicts. Humanitarian 

aid is based on the core values of humanity and solidarity and built 

on the fundamental principles of impartiality, non-discrimination 

and independence.ò As a donor, the European Commission does not 

implement projects directly in the field but supports partner 

organizations specialized in humanitarian aid. These operational 

partners include United Nations humanitarian organizations, the Red 

Cross/Red Crescent movement and non-governmental organizations 

(NGOs) that have signed a partnership agreement with the 

Commission. However, the international community is fully aware 

that there are no independent NGOs in Eritrea and if what is being 

considered (to the tune of 122 million Euros) for humanitarian aid to 

Eritrea, it will, most probably, land in the hands of corrupt 

government officials which, in turn, fuels and prolongs further 

suffering. In response to such a highly probable scenario, Olle 

Schmidt, Swedish Liberal MEP, is reported (according to Tony 

Vogel) to have said: ñWe do not know how EU funds are used in 

Eritreaé [and] in light of the dismal human rights situation in 

Eritrea, the funding decision would send a very strange message to 

the government of President Issaias Afewerki.ò We can draw a 

strange but plausible parallel here. We are all familiar with the 
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current episodes of Somali pirates holding oil tankers and all kinds 

of merchant ships to ransom. The amount that has been and is being 

paid to free personnel and cargo amounts to hundreds of millions or 

billions of dollars. These muggers do not represent a nation state and 

nor do they stand for the people of Somalia. All they have to do is 

wait and collect the money and, in due course, buy a range of 

advanced weaponry and start all over again. They are not even 

labeled as terrorists yet. They are just pirates. In the case of Eritrea, 

the Government of Eritrea represents an internationally recognized 

nation state. After 16 years of independence, Eritrea does not have a 

democratically elected government with only one party system that 

has not even held its own congress since 1994. Without the need to 

indulge in further detail, the above is just to elucidate that Eritrea is 

being governed by a dictatorship. In other words, Eritrea is reduced 

to a pirate State in which the Eritrean population is held hostage and 

the evidence is out there. Ever since its independence in 1993, 

Eritrea has been losing its hard-earned achievement not because of 

lack of outside support but for the simple reason that it failed to 

develop a democratic and accountable form of governance. Why the 

EU should put itself in a position of appeasement, despite its own 

clear guidelines for granting humanitarian aid demands further 

reflection. The EU has so many other mechanisms or options to 

bring the Government of Eritrea to account for the current state of 

affairs in Eritrea but financial aid happens to be the wrong stick. The 

answer could possibly be that humanitarian disasters (unlike those 

caused by nature) are most probably a logical outcome of 

irresponsible and unaccountable governance. Yes, the EU is 

financially capable of providing aid to a humanitarian disaster in 

Eritrea. However, when mechanisms of accountability are misplaced 

or ignored, the consequence is perpetuation of misery and waste of 

more resources. Transparency is non-existent in Eritrea and the EU 

might end up being held accountable for prolonging the suffering of 

the Eritrean people. The 122 million Euros in the pipeline for aid to 

Eritrea will eventually serve as a life-saver for the Government of 

Eritrea. In his research paper entitled ñPreventing Conflict in the 

Horn of Africa ï Dec. 2006,ò Terrence Lyons - an associate 

professor of conflict resolution at George Mason University, states: 

ñéSince formal diplomacy with the Eritrean government is unlikely 

to reap significant benefits, the second step toward peaceful political 
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change, after eliminating the border question, is to develop 

unofficial, informal interaction with Eritreans, particularly in the 

diaspora, who can begin planning for processes of change in the 

long termò. Highlighting on the óheightened border tensions, 

authoritarian governance, and growing regional dynamics of conflict 

in Somalia [that] raise concerns of a potentially expanding crisis in 

the strategically important Horn of Africa,ô his recommendations for 

US foreign policy include: Å that Washington should continue to 

speak out on human rights abuses and the lack of democracy in 

Eritrea despite frozen relations with Asmara. Å that U.S. 

policymakers should encourage less formal Track II (non-

government) efforts to initiate international dialogue, foster more 

substantial discussions of democratization and human rights, and 

build stronger international relationships around humanitarian and 

food security issues. The Eritrean diaspora in particular should be 

engaged. The EU would be well-advised to follow that kind of 

policy line (tailored to European taste) rather than operate on 

providing short-term, disaster-driven and feel-good handouts that 

are not part of a wider and integral framework for people-friendly 

and long-term social, economic and political developments in 

Eritrea. Gabriel Guangul 26 February 2009 

 

Friday, 27 February, by Helen 

The Eritrean people needs more help than any other people on the 

surface of this earth. The question is do you think the people of 

Eritrea will benefit from this aid package? If  your answer is yes, go 

ahead according to your plan. 

 

Friday, 27 February, by Forwarded by Habtom Yohannes (US 

REPORT) 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/af/119000.htm US 

Department of State: 2008 Human Rights Report: Eritrea, February 

25, 

2009 

 

Friday, 27 February, by Daniel Tewelde 

Dear European Commissioner Mr. Michel, Eritrea, as you know at 

this point has no institutions to rely on, no functional government 

structure, no audit functions, as a result fraud, misappropriation and 

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/af/119000.htm
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corruption have become a way of life among the authorities and 

army generals. Given the above facts any rationale to give 

development aid to Eritrea which has been driven to the brink of a 

failed state by dictator Isaias has no basis and it is irrational and 

irresponsible on your part and the EU Commissionôs. In fact at this 

point any development aid to Isaias dictatorship tantamounts to 

allowing Eritrean people to death sentences by the Isaias 

government, because the development aid will enable Isaias 

government to buy time, to buy corrupted generals and accomplices 

to do the dirty job for him, to safeguard his power at all cost. Why 

has the EU opted for dialogue and soft diplomacy with the Eritrean 

Hitler Isaias, while the Eritrean people have been calling for years 

upon the EU to help get rid of the Eritrean Hitler? Was Hitler 

afforded soft diplomacy and development aid to soften his position 

and to stop his atrocities against European and Jewish people? EU 

please stop your double standard, the least you can do is to stop 

rewarding dictatorship and human rights abuse in Eritrea, the least 

you can do is to stop issuing travelling visa to all Eritrean 

authorities, army generals and its accomplices. If the EU is obliged 

to give humanitarian aid such as food and medicines to Eritrean 

people then the EU should attach strong conditions and control over 

how those humanitarian aids are being managed, so that Isaias and 

his regime would not end up misappropriating the aid. I hope you 

and your EU colleagues will reconsider the decision to give 

development aid to Isaiasô dictatorship. Please instead spend that 

money on accommodating and easing the life of thousands of 

Eritrean refugees in European cities so that they in turn can help 

their families in Eritrea. Helping out the Eritrean refugees would be 

well spent money. Thank you. 

 

Friday, 27 February, by Munir  

Please stop strengthening the dictator and his human right violators! 

Stop giving this aid. 

 

Friday, 27 February, by ghgh 

The EU knows more than any party, all the state of affairs of the 

Eritrean case. It is just an act of hypocrisy from the EU to provide 

aid to such an irresponsible government. 
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Friday, 27 February, by Tesfamichael 

What Government? There is no government in Eritrea. In order for a 

government to be called a government it must be democratically 

elected by the people, It must respect and rule via constitutionalism 

and indeed abide international laws. What we have in Eritrea is an 

arrogant dictator and ignorant and selfish servants and followers 

who donôt represent the Eritrean people at large. The human rights 

issue must be a criterion in granting any financial Aid! Why grant 

financial aid to bandits who live in 18th century mentality and 

govern by the rule of the jungle? Please donôt be an instrument 

prolonging the Eritrean peopleôs suffering. There are ignorant 

leaders who donôt even honestly acknowledge and praise the help 

they receive under the empty lies of self reliance. Above all why 

does the EU want to grant when there is no transparency and 

accountability on how financial aid is going to be used? The 

Eritrean people will benefit from nothing at the end, yes nothing! 

 

Friday, 27 February, by Tesfaalem Ghebrekiristos 

Since I broke my silence and started to express my outrage about the 

authoritarian regime in Eritrea, along with likeminded citizens, I 

have been following the situation in my country through various 

media outlets. Suddenly, I came across news that the European 

Union is planning to give a 122 million Euro aid to the Eritrean 

government. I couldnôt believe myself and started asking why the 

EU would do that. I asked myself, ñdonôt they know?ò The Eritrean 

government is going to use the money or exchange the goods for 

weapons, unless itôs handed directly to the families victimized by 

this regime in kind (food and medicine for example). It is obvious as 

reported by many human rights groups, that the international 

community is well informed of the fact that this illegal regime came 

to power through military force, and never allowed free elections. 

There is no constitution in the country, no religious freedom, and no 

freedom of expression, and thousands of citizens are currently in 

prison without any charges. Young men are rounded up and 

involuntarily conscripted, women are abused sexually by the 

military commanders, there is poverty and famine all over the 

country and the governmentôs aim is only to keep the military 

commanders happy and pursue his oppression against the people. If 

the European Union offers this aid to this regime, itôs going to 
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benefit the government and not the people. We urge you to press the 

government to hand over power to the people, so that they can work 

and help themselves. If you ignore our appeal and decide to reward 

the regime anyway for victimizing their people, please let 

independent NGOôs deliver the aid in the form of food and medicine 

directly to the affected families. Donôt be fooled if they say they will 

deliver it to the needy by themselves, it never happened before, and 

it wonôt happen now! Sincerely, Tesfaalem Ghebrekiristos, USA 

 

Saturday, 28 February, by Tedros Daniel 

I respect the EUôs donation with the intention to alleviate the 

sufferings of the poverty victims of people of Eritrea. However, the 

fact of the matter is Eritrean people are under a brutal hostage which 

doesnôt want to see the people of Eritrea live in harmony, under a 

democratically, constitutionally elected government that abides by 

the rule of the law. More aid to the government of Eritrea today 

means more prison cells, more harassment, more religious 

persecutions, more youth exodus, and painful death. I donôt think 

this is the intention of the European donors, but please understand 

that Isayas Afewerki and his cronies do not operate under the 

engagement principle. The good office has tried it several times, but 

to no avail. And today to make the same mistake again and again 

intending a different result would be falling out of the track. Please 

be mindful, think of the people and stop helping the Government. In 

this scenario, by doing nothing would produce a quicker result than 

helping the dictator. 

 

Saturday, 28 February, by Senay 

A few weeks ago the brutal regime of Ethiopia that is responsible 

for the invasion of Eritrea and Somalia was extended hundreds of 

millions of dollars by the EU and the US. However, none of these 

individuals voiced an objection. These so called Eritreans are 

neither. This is only an organized barking by a few disgruntled anti 

Eritrea elements using different pen names and emails to appear as 

caring about the Eritrea. Some of these individualsô livelihood is 

dependent on alms provided by the Ethiopian regime. Eritrea is in 

good hands and the overwhelming majority of the Eritrean people 

support their government. All the barking is nothing more than the 

cry of agony at the failure of the Eritrea-haters. I am sure the EU is 
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well aware of the situation and is not going to be fooled by the 

noise, unless it chooses to do so. Either way, Eritreaôs future is 

bright. 

 

Saturday, 28 February, by Desta 

I think it is a good idea for the EU to help Eritrea. Because the 

Eritrean government has not accomplished the work they have 

planned to finish. The work of keeping the population in famine (no 

bread), killing the youth at the border who want to pursue a better 

life to help their family, the merchant who is being harassed and 

blocked to make money to dress his family, the landlord who can 

not get his home because an ex-fighter is living in it, arresting 

people who complain daily life without any trials, hate journalist, 

keep the youth in an endless so-called-service, quarantine the 

population without human right, intimidate Church and Mosque 

goers, and ...you want me to continue? Yes the work is a lot, and the 

Government needs democratic countries help to laugh at their 

human rights and their handling of their population. So EU, give the 

aid and start counting body bags, disappearances, silencing, and 

destroy future generation. I am an Eritrean and I feel ashamed to 

write like this against my government, but it is the truth. The 

intention might be to alleviate the suffering, noble idea, but your aid 

is like giving condoms to a rapist. Would you listen, please! 

 

Saturday, 28 February, by so many names and claims but they 

all have the same FACE i.e Eritrean  opposition groups 

Wow it seems everybody under the sun has formed an opinion on 

Eritrea. All I see are many disgruntled power-hungry Eritrean 

opposition groups in here, making negative comments of course to 

support their idea of what Eritrea should be led by their Party. So it 

comes down to politics and spins to them, not the reality of the 

situation or the majority voice of Eritreans abroad and at home who 

support the Issayis Aferikowi led government. I would say that 

figure is about 85 % for the current government. Now where do all 

these disproportionate comments come from easy 

http://www.awate.com/portal/content/view/5081/2/. This website 

was created by a disgruntled Eritrean opposition party. They decided 

to tell all their followers, which are very limited, thatôs why they 

have no power on the ground anywhere in the world except cyber 
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world even there poll votes have hard times winning outright 

support for their party. Then the other category of negative 

comments are coming from non ï Eritreans i.e. foreigners who have 

either been miss-informed on the current situation in Eritrea or who 

are motivated by other reasons totally conflicting with Eritreaôs 

progress: who knows what their real intentions are! Anyway I hear 

stories of human right abuses but where is the proof of this. The 

numbers have to be sufficient enough to make a claim of human 

right abuses. Just because we believe one Eritrean person is missing 

in Eritrea, it does not add up to human right abuses like Darfur. 

Even then a few other questions have to be asked to call it human 

right abuses. In that case, if 20 people are enough than all Europe 

and America would have committed human right abuses. I donôt see 

what Eritrea is doing currently which is different from Western 

countries: we arrest terrorists, criminals and fight to protect our 

borders and country. But we get labels with negative comments. 

Take note that we have only been independent for 18 years while 

Europe has been for hundreds of years and has committed 

horrendous crimes compared to small Eritrea. Yet they donôt label 

themselves but instead they lie about history when it comes to their 

negative bits. Any way god bless Eritrea and Isaias Afewerki for its 

ideas of good governance at the current time. I could answer more 

questions and put forth more factual arguments which destroy the 

negative comments about Eritrea but why should I. These comments 

all come from the same destination http://www.awate.com/portal/ 

and http://www.assenna.com/, Eritrean opposition websites which 

are probably funded by so called (fake) USA human rights 

organizations or French ones to create some kind of divide in 

Eritrean support for the government of current times. These 

comments are not representative of the Eritrean population at home 

or abroad. Once you start scratching the surfaces of these opposition 

groups you find out their real intentions which are either too 

extremist for Eritrea which put our country sovereignty at risk or too 

western which put our country sovereignty also at risk.  Full Text of 

Human Rights Record of United States in 2008 made by China in 

response to USA report on its country 

http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009 

02/26/content_10904741.htm 

 

http://www.assenna.com/
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009
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Saturday, 28 February, by KUBROM MICHAEL  

If the EU really cares about the innocent people of Eritrea, they 

should reinforce an embargo against the Isaias regime. In Eritrea 

there is no legal government but an administration without 

constitution and justice. EU please stop helping this brutal regime 

because you are only prolonging the suffering of the Eritrean 

people. Isaias regime is like AIDS for Eritrean people. Stop the 

dictatorôs regime. 

 

Saturday, 28 February, by SHEWEET B 

Europe help us if you can but please donôt help our brutal dictator. 

 

Sunday, 1 March, by Mussa 

I think the EU gets wrong information to help Eritrea. How can you 

help a fascist regime in Eritrea who has no government, no laws and 

no constitution? A Dictator without clothes. Thatôs wrong to help 

Eritrea 

 

Sunday, 1 March, by 100% Eritrean AKA ñAgameò 

Please grant them an island and a psychiatrist to this blood thirsty 

dictator called Isaias afeBM and his cronies the yes men generals 

and officials. Let them inhabit and call this island Sahl or pfdj or 

Nakfa Island. These are blood thirsty vampires, they are only good 

in killing. They have learned nothing through out the years but 

violence. By the way, take away the psychiatrist, it is obvious none 

of them will ever rehabilitate them as they are all psychopaths. Next 

time you shake hands with Isaias and his officials remember you are 

shaking a blood stained murdererôs hand! Please respect our people 

by refusing to grant! Thanks 

 

Sunday, 1 March, by Abrerom 

If the EU gives the money then it will be responsible for the 

massacre and the death of innocents. Donôt give the money or else 

you will pay for it in time. 

 

Sunday, 1 March, by Smret 

Senay wrote ñA few weeks ago the brutal regime of Ethiopia thatôs 

responsible for the invasion of Eritrea and Somalia was extended 

hundreds of millions of dollars by the EU and the US. However, 



                                                P a g e | 74 

none of these individuals voiced an objection. These so called 

Eritreans are neither.ò Because it is none of our business to write 

about Ethiopia. Leave Ethiopian business to Ethiopians. Why should 

we worry about Ethiopia?? 
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Controversies on EUôs country strategy paper for 

Eritrea  

By Daniel R. Mekonnen 

1 March 2009 - Issue : 823 

The European Development Fund (EDF) of the European 

Commission (EC) is soon to consider the country strategy paper for 

Eritrea which allows for the donation of 122 million Euro to Eritrea. 

This issue has regenerated a heated debate in the Eritrean Diaspora 

communities and among other stakeholders. The importance of 

development and humanitarian aid that flows to countries with 

impoverished population groups, such as Eritrea, is incontrovertible. 

Equally, it is important to revisit the fundamental guiding principles 

that govern development cooperation. 

According to the Cotonou Agreement, EU development cooperation 

with the developing world should always give due consideration to 

respect for human rights, democratic principles and the rule of law. 

Seen against this background, the quite diplomacy of the EU in its 

relations with Eritrea is proving counter-productive. It runs foul of 

the fundamental principles by which the EU is guided. 

When dealing with the Eritrean government, the EU should realise 

that this is a government which is ruling a country that does not 

have a working (operative) constitution, a functioning parliament, an 

independent judiciary and free press, to say the least. Worst of all, 

the country has never seen free and fair elections since its 

independence in 1991 and some conservative estimates indicate that 

there are currently more than 20,000 victims of detention without 

trial and enforced disappearance in the country. These are 

indisputable factual situations which are incongruent with 

http://europa.eu/scadplus/leg/en/lvb/r12102.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://ec.europa.eu/index_en.htm
http://news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/africa/country_profiles/1070813.stm
http://ec.europa.eu/development/geographical/cotonouintro_en.cfm
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrean_War_of_Independence
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Eritrean_War_of_Independence
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democratic governance, the furtherance of which is boldly decorated 

in the Cotonou Agreement. 

A brief contrastive analysis needs to be drawn here between Eritrea 

and Zimbabwe to assess the attention given to the human rights 

crises in the two countries by the EU. Undoubtedly, there is a clear 

case of European double standard as regards the treatment of Isaias 

Afwerki and Robert Mugabe, because the Eritrean human rights 

crisis (fortunately or unfortunately) does not involve the element of 

race. As put by one Eritrean writer, Mugabe is unwelcome in 

Europe for rigging or stealing elections in 2002 and 2008, while 

Afwerki surprisingly has never allowed elections to rig or not to rig; 

and yet he is sometimes regarded as the darling of some EU officials 

who said they were ñvery, very honouredò to receive him at the EU 

headquarters in 2007. 

At this point in time, the EU should only focus on humanitarian aid 

that should be donated in the form of food aid to needy population 

groups. This shall be donated via impartial monitoring mechanisms 

to be implemented by international NGOs, not the local GONGOs 

such as NUEYS, NUEW, NCEW, etc. If the EU decides to provide 

unconditional development aid (in cash) despite legal, political and 

practical concerns, it can only do so at the risk of compromising its 

own long-held principles on respect for human rights, democracy 

and the rule of law. 

The insatiable political adventurism of the ruling elite, which has 

caused not only national mayhem but also regional havoc in the 

entire Horn of Africa, should not be embolden by unconditional 

development aid that sends all the wrong messages. We are talking 

about a government which ñdelights in the misery of its own 

people.ò Since the disgraceful dismissal by Eritrea of the Italian 

Ambassador to Eritrea (who was also the EU representative in 

Eritrea) in 2001, quite diplomacy proved inherently futile. There is 

no reason to believe why appeasement would be effective in the 

future. 
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Author:  Daniel R. Mekonnen, who writes in his personal capacity, 

is a post-doctoral researcher at the Human Rights Centre at Ghent 

University. 
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EU needs to be tough on Eritrea 

05.03.2009 

Giving money to one of the world's most oppressive regimes 

contradicts what the EU should stand for.  

Well done European Voice for writing about the latest European 

Commission development aid blunder and the human rights 

emergency in Eritrea (óAid plan for war-torn Eritrea causes 

concern', 19-25 February).   

As members of the European Parliament we are appalled by the 

Commission's intention to allocate ú120 million to Eritrea, one of 

the world's most oppressive, totalitarian and aggressive regimes.  

This bluntly contradicts what Europe should stand for, namely 

democracy, freedom and peace, and violates the principles of 

European development co-operation featuring human rights and the 

rule of law as essential elements.  

While it is commendable to seek to alleviate the plight of the 

population, it is self-evident that those funds will only sustain the 

regime's iron grip on power.  

It is not the EU's job to dictate conditions and make policy choices 

for the Eritreans but the EU should abstain from supporting a regime 

that destabilises the whole Horn of Africa region and denies its 

people basic human rights such as freedom of speech, freedom of 

press and freedom of religion.  

No elections have been held for 18 years and no civil society or 

opposition activities are allowed.  
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Thousands of activists and journalists have been tortured and 

detained indefinitely, languishing in prison for their political 

convictions or religious beliefs.  

The Commission claims it has to keep diplomatic channels open, but 

its quiet diplomacy has failed. It is about time to take a tougher 

stance and we know that we speak for Eritreans and Europeans alike 

when we say that human rights need to be a condition for any 

development co-operation with Eritrea.  

From: 

Ana Gomes MEP 

Eva-Britt Svensson MEP 

Brussels   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 



                                                P a g e | 80 

INTERVIEW WITH ERITREAôS ISAIAS AFEWERKI  

Published: September 18, 2009  

 

Isaias Afewerki led a guerrilla army that helped to overthrow the 

Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam in 1991 and win 

independence for Eritrea, which the Red Sea country secured after a 

referendum two years later. As Eritreaôs president, he initially 

pledged to introduce multiparty democracy and free markets. But a 

border war with Ethiopia from 1998 to 2000 led to a sharp change in 

course. 

 

Today, Mr Isaias is accused of being a dictator and Eritrea is one of 

the most secretive and insular corners of Africa.At the presidential 

reception house in Asmara on July 21 2009, he spoke to Barney 

Jopson, the FTôs East Africa correspondent, about international 

relations, domestic politics, military service, economic management, 

and western aid. These are edited excerpts from the interview. 

 

Copyright The Financial Times Ltd 2009 

 

 

FINANCIAL TIMES  
 

Inside the insular and secretive Eritrea 

By Barney Jopson 

Published: September 19, 2009 

 

On the sun-bleached heights of the Asmara plateau, July 

is beles season, a few weeks of wild cactus fruit and ostentatious 

metropolitan chic. It is when the fig cacti, the beles, yield their 

knobbly pellets of fruit to sure-handed children, who pick them to 

earn their families some cash. July is also when Eritreaôs diaspora 

engine goes into reverse and expat families hustle through Asmaraôs 
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tiny airport and out on to the tiled streets of the capital, where they 

parade in the Gucci glamour and hip-hop bling of London and New 

York. Because their arrival coincides with the ripening of the cactus 

fruit ï and because they have disappeared by the time the fruit is 

gone ï they, too, are dubbed beles by the compatriots they leave 

behind. 

The two cross paths on street corners in Asmara, where plastic 

buckets filled with the pickings from the cactus fields sit at the 

knees of female traders, swathed like mummies in the white cotton 

shawls of the Christian highlands. Some diaspora families sweep 

past, Dad speaking to the kids in Tigrinya, the local language, the 

kids replying in English or Swedish or Dutch. Others pause to buy 

handfuls of the fruit, whose yellow skin conceals a fleshy orange 

core that tastes of mango. 

At 2,300m above sea level, this is one of Africaôs cleanest, calmest, 

most crime-free cities, a home above the clouds for 400,000 people 

and the capital of the continentôs newest nation-state. Itôs a cauldron 

of cultural influences ï domestic and foreign, old and new, beles 

and beles ï but ranks as an outlier in Africa. Itôs a sliver of rock that 

clings to the continental shelf like itôs afraid of slipping into the Red 

Sea, but its four million people refer to their neighbours as 

ñAfricansò with a cool detachment. 

Eritreaôs admirers praise the dignity of its people, lean, elegant and 

proud. The critics lament the character of its geopolitics, belligerent, 

bossy and headstrong. Both are rooted in a powerful belief in 

Eritrean exceptionalism, the driving force behind a 30-year armed 

struggle for liberation from Ethiopian rule that finally ended in 

independence in 1993. It was a remarkable victory for a guerrilla 

army of Marxist fighters after the rest of the world had written off 

their cause as hopeless, or simply stopped caring. But in the years 

since, Eritrea has become a study in what happens when the heroes 

who win the war cannot recast themselves to live in peace. 

. . . 
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Six oôclock on a Monday evening and the poky membersô room of 

the Casa degli Italiani was full. Half a dozen Eritrean men, all past 

their 60th birthdays, sat in corduroy blazers and leather jackets 

behind battered wooden school desks, drinking coffee and smoking 

cigarettes. The men grew up when Eritrea was an Italian colony, as 

it was latterly under Benito Mussoliniôs fascist regime. Some even 

fought for Italy during the second world war. They spoke fluent 

Italian and greeted each other at the club that evening with ñCome 

stai?ò and ñBene, beneò. Then they sat down, slipped into silence, 

and locked their eyes on to the television, which was tuned into the 

Italian channel Rai Due and beamed out the final kilometres of stage 

16 of the Tour de France. 

British and French colonies rarely absorbed the habits of their 

colonial masters with ease, but Eritrea did ï in spite of a humiliating 

fascist apartheid system. The colonisers wanted to make Asmara a 

home from home, so they built a city of pastel shades, mottled 

brickwork and ornate stone mosaics. It was also a laboratory for 

bold architectural styles ï rationalism, futurism, monumentalism ï 

that would never pass muster in Italy. The result is a cocktail of 

convex façades, jutting balconies and porthole windows. Ancient 

Fiat 850s still trundle down Harnet Avenue, the main drag, which is 

lined with palm trees reminiscent of southern Italy. And when the 

sun sets, the avenue floods with Asmarinos out for thepasseggiata, 

or evening stroll, which they punctuate with espressos in cafés, 

plates of lasagne or scoops of ice-cream from the gelaterias. No 

wonder so many travel writers write glowing accounts of an 

African dolce vita. 

But they omit the countryôs dark side. The guerrillas of the 

liberation struggle have become the ministers of an autocratic 

regime whose secrecy, sealed borders and intolerance of dissent 

have attracted the same ñpariah stateò labels often applied to Kim 

Jong-ilôs North Korea. ñThey have always been control freaks,ò one 

Eritrean told me in Nairobi before I left for Asmara. In that 

conversation, I first felt the shadow of fear cast by the regimeôs iron 

rule. 



                                                P a g e | 83 

Michela Wrong, a former FT journalist and author of I Didnôt Do It 

For You, which charts the countryôs history, told me by e-mail: 

ñTrouble is, no one will want to be seen talking to you inside Eritrea 

itself. And you need to be very careful not to quote people and not 

to get people into trouble by even being seen with them.ò A United 

Nations official who has worked in the country warned: ñPeople 

may sidle up to you and say critical things to test you. Best to 

respond positively and say how great Eritrea is.ò When I tried to fix 

a meeting with another Eritrean in Nairobi via a friend of a friend, I 

first had to persuade him I was not an Eritrean government agent; he 

was convinced there was no other way I could have got a visa. (I got 

it by sending an e-mail request to the information minister and 

following it up with a phone call a week later.) By the time I arrived 

at Asmara airport, where a flunky from the information ministry 

tapped me on the shoulder as I was changing money, I had been 

sucked into the culture of suspicion. Then I opened my hotel 

wardrobe. It was lined with an old copy of the Financial Times. 

Diplomats in Asmara said they took it for granted that some of their 

Eritrean employees were spying on them. The manager of a café 

told me his regulars included security agents who sat eavesdropping 

on conversations. I was warned there were informers on every 

corner. A taxi driver expressed the mood by clenching his fist into a 

trembling ball of tension. ñThe generals, the colonels, they are 

soooéò he said with a grimace, struggling for the word as his 

knuckles looked ready to snap. ñSo straight.ò 

. . . 

For the first few minutes of my encounter with the straight-man-in-

chief, Isaias Afewerki, the president who has stamped his 

domineering character on the regime, I was left contemplating his 

sandals. He had breezed by with a cursory handshake in the 

presidential reception house and swept into the interview room 

where he sat down on a sofa. He was encircled by a huddle of 

advisers and photographers so all I could see through the doorway 

were the black sandals on the ends of his long legs. 
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The sandal is a symbol of the struggle Isaias (family names go first 

in Eritrea) waged through the Eritrean Peopleôs Liberation Front, the 

guerrilla army that overthrew the Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile 

Mariam in 1991 and paved the way for a referendum on Eritrean 

independence two years later. They were a rigid, determined force 

that at their peak numbered more than 90,000, with an unwavering 

sense of righteousness, committed to discipline and equality, proud 

of their self-reliance and ready to sacrifice everything for the cause. 

The EPLF could not afford boots for the craggy mountains where 

they carved out a stronghold of subterranean bunkers, so fighters 

had to wear slip-on sandals made from melted-down tyres and more 

suited to the beach. The centre of Asmara is now graced by a six-

metre pair of sandals set on a plinth. 

For many former guerrillas in government, the scars of the struggle 

are physical: they have trouble getting through airport metal 

detectors because they have so much shrapnel lodged in their 

bodies. But the deeper wounds are psychological, rooted in the 

indifference of foreign governments, the United Nations and the 

international media to their struggle. It has created ñan odd mix of 

xenophobia and supremacyò in the regime, one diplomat said. 

Everyone was against us; we triumphed on our own. 

That may explain why Isaias, an intense, abrasive man with a 

sheriffôs moustache, has no time for polite diplomacy. His regime is 

not blighted by corruption. He has not created a Kim Jong-il -style 

personality cult. But he has purged his critics ruthlessly since the 

guerrilla days. He has barricaded himself into a defensive bunker 

from which he surveys a world of conspiracy theories and ñspecial 

interestsò plotting against him. ñYou may represent one of those 

groups,ò he told me. His only obvious international friend is Qatar. 

One of the biggest enemies, meanwhile, is the CIA, which Isaias 

accuses of funding Eritrean opposition groups in exile and 

fabricating charges that Eritrea is supporting Islamist insurgents 

linked to al-Qaeda in war-ravaged Somalia. The other nemesis is 

Ethiopia. Its prime minister led a rebel group from northern Ethiopia 

that joined forces with Isaias to topple Mengistu in 1991, but the 
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former comrades-in-arms fell out in 1998 over a two-year border 

war that killed at least 70,000 people. An independent commission 

ruled in 2002 that Ethiopia should return the disputed territory to 

Eritrea, but it has not been forced to do so ï further proof to the 

Eritrean regime of the worldôs indifference. 

. . . 

It was different in the heady days after independence, when the west 

fawned over Isaias and entrepreneurs from the diaspora flocked 

home. The president pledged to introduce multiparty democracy and 

free markets. Progress towards those goals came slowly but surely 

in the 1990s, the centrepiece being the drafting of a new 

constitution. Then, all of a sudden, they were abandoned. 

The border war is often given as the explanation, but Eritreans still 

debate whether Isaias ever meant what he said about liberalism. 

Some say he had been willing to experiment but started 

backtracking once he saw that openness could not be reconciled 

with his disciplinary instincts. Others say it was always a façade to 

win US blessing for the ejection of Mengistu. What is clear is that 

the regime has used the spectre of security threats to justify its 

authoritarianism. ñWe could have done better without this conflict,ò 

Isaias said. ñWe could have done better without this psyche of 

having a conflict that is not resolved, being prepared for any 

eventuality. That limits your resources but, again, you donôt have 

any other choice.ò 

In 2001, he jailed 15 senior members of the ruling party who had 

voiced concern about the slide to one-man rule. Denied trial, some 

are feared to have died in shipping-container prisons in the desert. 

Civil society organisations and the free press were shut down and 

several journalists were thrown in jail. Elections planned for that 

year were postponed indefinitely. Freedom of movement, freedom 

of assembly, freedom of religion and freedom of speech were 

severely curtailed and remain so today. 
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When I told Isaias that there was a climate of fear on the streets he 

responded with sarcasm. ñItôs a very important discovery on your 

part. Youôve been able to discover this in how many hours?ò I said 

Iôd been in the country for two days. ñItôs very unique. You must 

have a very unique brain,ò he said. 

ñI donôt think so,ò I said. 

ñTo be able to know and read everything in this country in a matter 

of hours, itôs amazing,ò he said. ñYou must be a superhuman.ò 

. . . 

On the streets of Asmara, it did not take long to identify the single 

least popular government programme: compulsory military service. 

A year and a half of national service is mandatory for men and 

women and it begins with six months at Sawa, a desolate training 

camp where teenagers are levered out of bed at 4am and put through 

gruelling military drills, while also having to prepare for their high 

school exams. 

In what began as small talk ï on the steps of the Catholic cathedral, 

outside a pizza joint, in a clothes shop ï young women told me, in 

tones of hushed sadness, about its effects. If you donôt go, you donôt 

graduate, said one frizzy-haired 22-year-old recounting her 

experience of the camp. ñThey want you to understand what itôs like 

to be away from home for so long, what they went through.ò 

Stoicism is waning: most conscripts in the past two years were born 

after the end of the struggle and the rumours from Sawa are that 

they have been more unruly than their predecessors. 

After Sawa, the majority of men serve in the military, many dug into 

trenches braced for the Ethiopian attack that may never come. 

Others are given back-breaking jobs in construction or farming. A 

few are set to work in government offices in the capital. If you stay 

at the state-owned Asmara Palace hotel ï once run under contract by 
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the InterContinental group ï you will probably be served by 

conscripts. 

The young women I met had two objections to this system. The first 

was that conscripts are paid a pittance: no more than 450 nakfa ï 

less than £20 ï a month. The second was that service can go on 

indefinitely. Many people stay indentured well beyond the official 

18 months, unable to pursue their own ambitions until they receive a 

ñdemobilisationò notice. It can arrive at any time ï or not at all. 

Some of those recruited as fresh-faced teenage boys are still 

working as conscripts in their forties. The total number in national 

service today is estimated at more than 500,000. 

ñYou take a child, a child who could be a carpenter, an astronaut, a 

pope, and you turn them into nothing. For what? For a stupid dispute 

between you and Meles [Zenawi, Ethiopiaôs prime minister],ò said 

one businessman who returned after independence but has lost faith 

in the regime. 

A young woman told me it was possible to scrape by on a national 

service salary if you lived with your parents, but that it was 

impossible for young men to save enough money to pay for a 

wedding. The problem was often academic anyway, she added, 

because conscripts were not going to meet any girls while they were 

dug into foxholes. 

The 22-year-old said she ñsneaked outò of national service after 

Sawa, a move that would get a man thrown in jail. When I asked her 

if she would go to the front line if war broke out again with 

Ethiopia, she said: ñNo. Iôd run away. Seriously, whatôs the point? 

Youôre gonna die.ò 

. . . 

National service may in reality have little to do with Ethiopia. One 

theory is that external threats are used as a pretext by Isaias for 

another objective: economic dictatorship. In the past five or so 
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years, the regime has begun to create a command economy where it 

controls resource allocation, production, distribution and 

consumption. Shackling a big chunk of the workforce is an essential 

element. Isaias denies he is pursuing Soviet-style central planning, 

but says state intervention is justified when it ensures resources are 

distributed equitably. The country has never been rich. But by 

withdrawing licences from private businesses, making farmers sell 

produce to the state at fixed prices, maintaining a monopoly on 

imports and dictating how the countryôs scant dollar reserves are 

used, the regime is strangling wealth creation. Eritrea suffers from 

shortages of everything from diesel and tea to batteries and flour. It 

recently went without domestic beer for eight months because the 

government would not give the state-owned brewery the dollars it 

needed to buy malt. 

The shortages have preserved an impressive recycling culture (I saw 

a defunct fridge being converted into a chicken coop), but they 

create hardship too. The number of beggars in Asmara has jumped 

in recent years, a sign of desperation in a country where people have 

such a strong sense of pride. The regime provides monthly food 

rations to some families ï a few kilograms of flour, spaghetti, red 

pepper, and so on ï but in the poor Geza Berhanu neighbourhood, 

people told me they were not enough. 

Isaias told me short-term pain was necessary for long-term gain: 

ñThe whole population will have to sacrifice a breakfast, for 

example, and you can use that saving for putting in place a road.ò 

The UN World Food Programme canôt alleviate the hunger because 

it was shut down in 2005 after the regime decided that its handouts 

were demeaning. Most international aid agencies have been driven 

out, too: there were 38 at the peak in the 1990s but today just four 

survive. ñThe self-reliance philosophy is admirable,ò said the 

diplomat, ñbut theyôve taken it to an illogical extreme where it 

becomes self-defeating.ò 
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The big question is how the place survives at all. The answer lies 

with the beles diaspora, who number close to a million and whose 

remittances are estimated to make up 25 to 30 per cent of Eritreaôs 

gross domestic product, the second highest proportion in the world 

after Somalia. Expatriate Eritreans also pay a 2 per cent tax on 

income via their nearest embassy. If they do not comply, the 

embassies refuse to issue permits to visit home and their relatives in 

Eritrea are often harassed. 

Eritreaôs dependence on the diaspora is the biggest hole in the 

regimeôs claims of self-sufficiency. It is also its biggest political 

weakness. If Isaias led a genuine totalitarian dictatorship, it would 

not simply control what people ate and did and said; it would control 

what they thought. But most Eritreans have not been brainwashed. 

Free thinking in the country still thrives and is nourished by the flow 

of influences that began with Italian colonialism and continues 

today via relatives in Europe and North America who provide a 

personal window on to richer, freer lives. 

Asmarinos wear Chicago Bulls shirts and Oakley sunglasses sent 

from overseas; the latest evening craze is salsa classes; and on the 

day I left, the Miss Eritrea beauty contest was going on. It is a place 

where school children are taught in English from the age of 11, and 

where their parents can buy satellite dishes to receive CNN and the 

BBC. So while the regime is turning inwards, the people have 

embraced globalisation. That is why Eritreans are not accepting a 

status quo of hunger and repression. Instead they are asking: what 

happened to the dream we fought for? 

. . . 

ñI donôt think anyone who came back after independence has 

become what they wanted to be,ò the businessman told me. ñSome, 

because they were unlucky. Some, because they had unrealistic 

expectations. But mostly because of the government saying: óYou 

cannot do this, you must do that.ô Making things so difficult.ò 
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The new struggle in Eritrea is over the countryôs spirit. Isaiasôs 

vision of that spirit is still informed by the guerrilla years, 

symbolised by the fig cactus itself: a prickly survivor, thriving in 

adversity; tough, resilient and nobodyôs friend. Many Eritreans, 

however, want to move on, and their model is the beles diaspora: 

driven by betterment, not bitterness; a desire to take advantage of 

the world, not to prove they donôt need it. 

At least 43,000 people voted against the regime with their feet last 

year, braving harsh terrain and army shoot-to-kill orders to flee to 

Sudan or Ethiopia. Eritrea was the second-biggest source of asylum 

seekers in the world, according to the UN, a striking position for a 

country with the worldôs 113th biggest population. 

The frizzy-haired 22-year-old has decided to complete her national 

service so she can try to obtain an exit visa legally. ñWhen I was 

younger, I had hopes and dreams here,ò she said. ñNow I donôt 

expect anything. I take things as they come. Dreams donôt come true 

in Eritrea.ò 

Barney Jopson is the FTôs East Africa correspondent. To read the 

full interview with Isaias Afewerki, go to www.ft.com/isaias 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.ft.com/cms/s/0/35b8905c-a44b-11de-92d4-00144feabdc0.html
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Parliament announces Sakharov Prize nominations 

Andrew Willis 

01.10.2009 @ 09:24 CET 

The 10 nominations for this year's Sakharov prize for democracy 

and human rights campaigning were unveiled in the European 

Parliament on Wednesday (30 September).  

Each of the candidates put forward at a joint meeting of the foreign 

affairs, development and human rights committees has the support 

of a political group in the parliament or at least 40 MEPs.  

The prize is named after Andrei Sakharov, the Soviet physicist and 

political dissident whoadvocated civil liberties and reforms in the 

Soviet Union. 

Mr Sakharov, who died 20 years ago this December, was awarded 

the Nobel Peace Prize in 1975. 

This year's candidates include Izzeldin Abuelaish, a Palestinian 

gynaecologist and resident of the Gaza Strip, who has campaigned 

for peace with Israel despite losing his three daughters in the 

bombardment of the strip in January.  

The Vicente Ferrer Foundation has been nominated for its work in 

protecting and promoting minority rights in India and the 

eradication of extreme poverty, while Swedish-Eritrean journalist 

and nominee, Dawit Isaak, has been imprisoned in Eritrea since 

2001 without trial.  
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Minister for social action and national solidarity of Burkina Faso - 

Mariam Lamizana ï has been nominated for her work in reducing 

genital mutilation among women. 

Memorial ï an organisation promoting fundamental rights in post-

Soviet states ï is one of the favourites to win this year's prize. The 

body as a whole has received a nomination, with the Greens 

nominating three of its activists. 

"Sakharov himself was the leader of Memorial at the very beginning 

of the NGO," Polish centre-right MEP Jacek Saryusz-Wolski 

reminded the group of MEPs at the meeting on Wednesday.  

Other candidates include Denis Mukwege, nominated by Guy 

Verhofsdtadt on behalf of the Liberals, who as founder of the Panzi 

Hospital in Bukavu (DR Congo), has dedicated his life as a doctor to 

helping Congolese women and girls who are victims of sexual 

violence. 

Centre-right MEP Michael Gahler put forward the name of Father 

Thaddeus Nguyen Van Ly, a Roman Catholic priest and prominent 

Vietnamese dissident involved in pro-democracy movements. 

The Iranian human rights attorney and activist - Shadi Sadr ï was 

nominated by a group of MEPs for her campaigning against the 

death penalty and stoning, as well as for greater women's rights in 

her country.  

The nomination of Italian journalist and writer Roberto Saviano is 

unique in that it relates to his activism within the EU against 

organised crime, work that has resulted in a series of death threats 

from the mafia.  

In a statement, his supporters said: "Freedom of thought is also 

damaged in Europe. His nomination would be a strong signal to the 

criminal organisations." 
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The heads of parliament's political parties will choose the winner on 

22 October before the official awards ceremony on 16 December.  

Last year's certificate and cheque for ú50,000 went to Chinese 

political activist Hu Jia, who amongst other things, has called for an 

official enquiry into the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre. 

© 2009 EUobserver.com. All rights reserved. Printed on 

27.10.2009. 

 

Sakharov Prize 2009 finalists chosen 

Human rights - 07-10-2009 - 11:11 (Article European Parliament) 

Palestinian gynaecologist Izzeldin Abuelaish, 

Swedish-Eritrean journalist and political 

prisoner Dawit Isaak (see picture) and 

Lyudmila Alexeyeva, Oleg Orlov and Sergei 

Kovalev on behalf of Memorial and all other 

human rights defenders in Russia are the 

three finalists for this year's Sakharov Prize 

for freedom of thought, the European 

Parliament's award for human rights and 

democracy campaigners. The winner will be chosen 22 October. 

The three were chosen on Tuesday evening at a joint meeting of the 

Foreign Affairs and Development Committees from a list of 10 

candidates put forward by MEPs. Read more about them below 

(they are in alphabetical order): 

Dr Izzeldin Abuelaish ï A Palestinian obstetrician in Gaza who 

treats Israelis and Palestinians. In January 2009, during an Israeli 

raid on Gaza, a shell hit his appartment killing his three daughters. 

In memory of his daughters, Dr Abuelaish plans to set up an 

international foundation to help improve education for women and 
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girls in Gaza and throughout the world. In spite of this personal 

family tragedy, Doctor Izzeldin Abuelaish continues to fight for 

peace between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples and to build 

bridges between the two war-torn, violence-ridden communities.  

Dawit Isaak ï This Swedish journalist, writer and playwright of 

Eritrean origin has been a political prisoner since 2001. Dawit Isaak, 

along with nine other leading journalists from the free press and 15 

politicians demanding democratic reforms and a thorough, objective 

evaluation of the events leading to Eritrea's war with Ethiopia, were 

arrested as traitors. The journalists have also been accused of 

receiving financial aid from abroad ï a crime according to Eritrean 

press laws. In a parliamentary resolution in January, the European 

Parliament expressed its "deep concern at the continuing 

imprisonment of Dawit Isaak, who has been in jail since his arrest in 

September 2001, without having been tried by a court of law" and 

demanded his immediate release. 

Lyudmila Alexeyeva, Oleg Orlov and Sergei Kovalev on behalf 

of Memorial and all other human rights defenders in Russia - 
The Memorial organisation, whose first leader was Andrei 

Sakharov, seeks to promote fundamental rights in post-Soviet states 

including Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Tajikistan, Moldova and 

Ukraine. It was originally founded to create a memorial complex to 

victims of Stalinist repressions in the late 1980s. It later expanded 

into a civil rights defence organisation. The nomination says, 

"Memorial promotes the truth about the political repression of the 

Soviet Union and fights against current human rights abuses in post-

Soviet states to ensure their democratic future."  

Winner to be chosen in October 

Parliament's political group leaders will select the winner on 22 

October and the prize will be awarded to the laureate in Strasbourg 

on 16 December.  The winner will also receive ú50,000.    
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The Sakharov Prize 

Since 1988, in the spirit of renowned physicist and Nobel Peace 

Prize winner Andrei Sakharov, the European Parliament has 

awarded the annual Sakharov Prize for freedom of thought to 

individuals or organisations who work for human rights and 

fundamental freedoms and against oppression and injustice. This 

year's award coincides with the 20th anniversary of Andrei 

Sakharov's death. 

 

Press Release from the European Parliament 
22 October 2009 11:36 

 

Sakharov Prize 2009 awarded to human rights organisation 

MEMORIAL  

 

The European Parliament's Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought 

has been awarded this year to Oleg Orlov, Sergei Kovalev and 

Lyudmila Alexeyeva on behalf of the human rights organisation 

MEMORIAL and all other human rights defenders in Russia, EP 

President Jerzy Buzek announced on Wednesday. The award 

ceremony will take place on 16 December in Strasbourg.  
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INTERVIEW -Eritrea rejects sanctions call over 

Somalia role 

Wed Oct 14, 2009  

By Jeremy Clarke 

ASMARA, Oct 14 (Reuters) - Eritrea on Wednesday dismissed a 

renewed threat of sanctions over charges it is arming insurgents in 

Somalia. 

 

Britain was the latest country to join the condemnation, telling the 

U.N. Security Council last week it was ready to punish Eritrea for its 

alleged role in Somalia. 

Asmara rejected the move and said any evidence brought against it 

had been fabricated. 

"The accusations have no bearing whatsoever with the facts. They 

are completely baseless," Information Minister Ali Abdu told 

Reuters in an interview. 

"If it (Britain's move) is underpinned by the ulterior political 

motivations of that country then it is unacceptable and illegal by all 

standards." 

 

Britain's move follows months of diplomatic threats against the Red 

Sea state. 

The U.N. Security Council, African Union (AU) and United States 

have all warned Asmara against destabilizing Somalia. 


