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Introduction

Europe ExternaPolicy Advisors (EEPA) started its
work on Eritrea in 2008, with a project including a great
number of Eritreamepresentatives from the worldwide
di aspor a. EEPAG6s wor k has
European Union institutions in order fareir decisio-
making on Eritrea to be the result of an informed
understandingfahe situation in the country.

This booklet compiles the latest arguments onrédoent
developments in Eritreas currently discussed in two of
the main weekly English newspapemublisted in
Brussels, namelyEuropean Voiceand New Europeand
the booklet containssome additional articles that
appeared in maistream media.The booklet also
contains diverse commertitgat flowed from readers who
are mostly Eritreans but also né&mitreanswith a deep
concernof the issue at hand.

The articles continuel to receive new comments
everyday and have reached record level in the history of
the European Voice. However, for tlsake of space,
only the comments from the first 10 days of the initial
article in the European Voice are presented in this
booklet

The purpose of displaying these comments is to show
that there is a strong base for debate on Eritrea,
especially in the EritreaDiaspora communitieshich at

this point in time constitute almbsalf of the total
population of Eritrea.

Pagel|2

0



This booklet is prepared by EEPA in consultation with
some representatives of Eritrean Diaspooaamunities
which have been working in the form of a discussion
group since March 2008.

4 \/Lf@efc

Dr. Mirjam van Reise,

Director EEPA

DISCLAIMER

Thisbooklet is published by EERAd contains articleand
commentscontributed by various correspondents aricbm
different sourcespublished in the medialhese articleand
commentsrepresent the personal views of the ceoitiutors.
These views are not necessarily thos&&PA.

EEPAnaynot be held responsible for the use to which
information contained in this publication may be put, or fof
anyoutdated or incorrect information or for opinions
expressed in the various caortiiutions.
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EuropeanVoice

Aid plan for war -torn Eritrea causes

concern
By Toby Vogel
19.02.2009 / 05:00 CET

Commission plans to provide aid to Eritrea despite
political and practical concerns.

The European Commi ssion is to
development aid foiEritrea, despite misgivings about

how the money would be spent and concerns about
sending the wrong political signal to the country's
authoritarian government.

The funding plan features in a country strategy paper
drafted by the Commission. It will be msidered in May

by the advisory committee of the European Development
Fund, the EU's main development aid vehicle, which is
financed from member states' contributions outside the
EU's general budget. The Commission will take account
of the committee's viesy but individual countries cannot
block decisions.

Human rights

nWe do not know how EU funds
said Olle Schmidt, a Swedish Liberal MEP. He said that
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in light of the dismal human rights situation in Eritrea,

the funding decision wodl s end i a very
messageo t o t he gover nment
Afewerki.

AParl i amentarians rightly rai
to monitor aid,o said Leslie
with Human Rights Watch, a pressure group based in the

Us.

Schmidt also pointed to the case of Dawit Isaak, a
SwedishEritrean journalist who has been held in an
Eritrean jail without trial since 2001. The European
Parliament demanded Isaak's release in a resolution
adopted on 15 January, which also asked thet&U
reconsider its approach to Eritrea unless progress is
made.

Engagement

The Commission said that engagement with the
authorities was the best way to improve the situation.
AThe human rights situati on
concern, 0 iehrespansedo aiquestianinwkhe i t t
Parliament by Schmidt last October.

AThe Commissi on, tog
keep the EU policy un

© 2009 European Voice. All rights reserved.
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The following comments were made on the &ri cAidelarfifor
war torn Eritrea causesconcemm by Toby Vogel i n the
European Voice from its publication date 19th of February until
Sunday 1st of March.

- In total: 189 comments

- Comments against the Eritrean Government: 154 (81,50%)

- Comments in favour of the Eritrean Government: 25 (13,20%)
- Comments unrelated to the issue or multiple post: 10 (5,30%)

Thursday, 19 February, by A R Tesfai

There are no developmental projects underway in Eritrea today. The
people are dying of hunger under the bruiaitatorship of PFDJ.
Why not give food to the needy population instead of giving money
to authoritarian regime that is not accountable to the public.

Thursday, 19 February, by Khaled
Candét Europe send food instead of g
the suffering of the Eritrean people.

Thursday, 19 February, by Richard
| agree with what the EU decides about Eritrea. Eritrea is on the way
of development. So it is good to help this visionary country.

Thursday, 19 February, by Ibrahim

| think it is a billiant idea by the EU to release funds for the people
of Eritrea. While providing help it is quite convincing to also discuss
on issues that are of concern. Otherwise talking only cannot
influence the government neither the Eritrean citizen. | appreciate
the noble idea of the EU.

Thursday, 19 February, by Tesfu

As mentioned above there is no tangible development but starvation
in Eritrea. Corrupt senior officials may fill first their pockets and if
they are satisfied themselves, they will send it to tliéavly service
training camps for distribution. Is this a serious Foreign Aid?
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Thursday, 19 February, by Jenny

The UN is telling the Eritrean government to stop invading Djibouti
and Ethiopia as well as massacring evangelical Eritreans. | think the
EU giving blank checks helps the government to continue
massacring and invading.

Thursday, 19 February, by Simon

The EU MEPO&6s should ask the poign
arbitrator to the Ethidcritrea border commission decision in The

Hague is not doing atlying when Ethiopia is flaunting international

rules of law, instead the EU is rewarding Ethiopia with more than $1

billion of aid money. The EU cannot withholgith a straight face

the little money it gives Eritrea without being hypocritical. The EU

shout help both countries to abide by the law instead.

Thursday, 19 February, by Bohashem

Bilateral relations are good in so far as they can help promote

human rights, democracy, good governance and transparency. None

of these principles currently exist in iEea under the currently

ruling regi me. The EU6s aid plan t
these very important principles can only be seen as utter disregard

for Europeans Tax Payerso6é6 funds anc
chances of reform or possibleange inthe aid ecei vi ng count
general welfare.

Thursday, 19 February, by Awate

Eritreans cannot keep their hard earned harvest, so what chance
have they got in getting any aid the EU is talking about. For some
reason that is completely incomprehbfesto many Eritrean human
rights activists- the EU keeps supporting the regime in Eritrea.
Somehow, they seem to enjoy the suffering of Eritreans. If this is
not sadistic, what is it?

Thursday, 19 February, by Sophia Tesfamariam

EU funds will not go towaste in Eritrea as there are many projects
underway rebuilding and rehabilitating infrastructures such as roads,
bridges and dams. They are also building schools, hospitals and
clinics all over the country. In addition to working day and night to
ensurefood security, the government and people of Eritrea are also
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working to increase internal capacity through education and

training. So there is a lot that can be done in Eritrea if the EU is

serious about its partnership with Eritrea. There is one thindstlaa

surety here, all the above will get done in Eritrea, with or without

EUG s assistanceéso cut out t he bl
Furthermore, The EUbGs concerns ar
humanitarian emergencies in the Horn of Africa have been created

by Et hi opi ads regi mes backed by t
genocides in Gambela, Oromia and Ogaden are recent examples

(Mel es Zenawi 6s minority regi me). T
the people of Somalia were also committed by the EU sponsored
governnent of Abdulahi Yusuf and Ali Mohammed Ghedi with the

support of the US backed Ethiopian regime. It is high time the
Evangelical groups and their sponsors respect the sovereignty and
territorial integrity of Eritrea and stop trying to create conflicts

amory the otherwise peaceful and tolerant population in pursuit of

the disruptive AGreat Commi ssiono.
to enforce international law not encourage lawlessness and anarchy.

Finally, seeing is believing...| suggest that Olle Schruglts some

of the funds to visit Eritrea and see for himself instead of relying on

second hand unsubstantiated reports from runaway defectors and
sefserving disgruntl ed Adi pl omat so,
andsefpr of essed fAhumaaoracgbtadvaondt ésde

Thursday, 19 February, by Ghebreyesus

I f there are any fAdevel opment proj
designed to keep the over 300,000 youth (who are likely to demand

change and jobs) away from their homes indefintely. What we have

is an unconstitutional and tyrannical government who is terrorizing

the religious, the business community, the students, the farmers, and

the youth in the trenches. Thousands are detained for no valid reason

and made to disappear or are kept away with ndsvisnd no

charges. People are starving with no end in sight. And as if the

internal destruction is not enough, we have a government that is bent

on creating havoc in the Horn. Knowledgeable people have rightly

| abeled its rol e adrcumastafcasptoeiBUer . 0 U
package can only send the signal t
human nor religious rights. Engaging the government is good but it

has to take place before the package is approved not after.
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Thursday, 19 February, by Abdual

The Europan Union is doing the right things. Aid that helps poor
Eritrea is always a good thing, seeing that western governments are
responsible for the climate change that is hurting Eritrea.

Thursday, 19 February, by DAN

Hey, it is good and hope it will benefi the pople. Water and
health develoment have to be given first priority and then other
issues. Strict supervision and monitoring have to be rimdeder to
direct the finance irthe right direction. And am sure the money
will also help in regulatinghe economic crisis.

Thursday, 19 February, by Merhawie

It is important to note that the Human Development Index has
shown tremendous improvement in Eritrea over the years. While
Eritrea is forced to maintain a force on the border to counter the
Goliath on its southern border, development assistance, especially
assistance that does not strangle its future, is a wonderful
investment. In particular numerous organizations have noted that
Eritrean infrastructure projects have improved quality, the opposite
of what has occurred in other countries.

Thursday, 19 February, by Habtom Yohannes

The Eritrean people deserve to receive aid from the European
Union. Lack of good governance, gross violations of human rights
and no basic democratic rights, including suceesslevastating
wars have left the Eritrean people destitute. But the European
Commission and the European Parliament should be accountable for
their policy towards Eritrea and their relationship with the dictatorial
regime of President Isaias Afwerki. Gaiructive engagement is a
wise policy but what has the engagemaelivered so far? Afwerki

has turned the country into an open prison where his critics
disappear without any trace; where journalists and opposition groups
have been held incommunicado foeays and where there is no
freedom of religion or expression. European Ambassadors like Mr.
Baldini were expelled from Eritrea in 2001 because they questioned
the human rights record of the regime. In the past 8 years, the
regime in Asmara has done nothitgstrengthen the dialogue with

the European Union by releasing at least one prisoner of conscience.
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But the European Commission is again appeasing the regime by
sending the wrong signals. Aid to Eritrea is welcome as long as the
regime in Asmara is fordtoming in good governance, human rights
and democratisation. But where are the signals to that end? The
Commission has been treating President Mugabe differently than
President Afwerki. Why? Is it because of the white minorities in
Zimbabwe? Frankly spealg, the situation in Eritrea is evenly
worse or much worse than the situatiorZimbabwe.The European
Commission should also listen to the Eritrean public. Those inside
Eritrea canot express themsel ves:
there is no indepemat or even functioning parliament, there are no
independent civic societies, there are no independent religious
institutions; in short everything is controlled by the only political
party in the country: the Peoples Front for Democracy and Justice
(PFDJ)of President Isaias Afwkr. The Gommission mustealize

that this party is morgowerful in money and institutions than the
AEritrean Governmento. Even-the Cal
functioning organ. The Commission sk listento the voices of

the Eritrean peoplén the Diaspora. Some of them dare at least to air
their voice without fear. Aid to Eritrea? YES but under conditions
based on the values of the European Union. It is the tax payers
money and no one within the European Union will be happsee

the aid disappear in the apparatus of Isaias Afwerki or Mugabe.

Thursday, 19 February, by Ukbay

This is expected of thénooligans and self serving so called
politician. All politicians outsideEritrea are economic refuge
They are abusing the dgen setup by western countries for
themselves andbring their families outof Eritrea by smuggling
(Human traffig. Far sure, Eritrea is not for sal&25 million Euro. If
you like you can give and follow the developmehmnot forget it.

Its people andjovernment can survive and with time flourish. Go
check the development for ymalf. Usea portion of the money to
bring youself and your party to Eritrea. Establish a mechanism to
control the money.

Thursday, 19 February, by Berhe Segid

The European hlon has a moral obligatioto support EritreaYes
Eritrea has lots of problems and the Eritrean Government stheres
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responsibilityfor some of the problem$ut this isa country that is
working hardto achieve food security and that triest to rely m
foreign aid. The European bion has been hijacked by the Bush
Administration for the last 8 years and has shown no cohesive
policy towad Africa mainly influenced bynterest groups that are
highly ideological and even racig&urope must show leadersthifpt
wishes to have influence in Afric@iaking on tiny Erirea and trying

to punish its people just becuase the countryehaseparty ruler

and does not succumb to the American hegemonic policy and to
some extent the British and now the French isguitg to advance
Eur ope 6s Thée Burgeanelsidn.has given aid to many
counrtiesthat are corrupt just because it servesititerest of a few
countries within the Europeannidn. Now it is time for Europe to
help countries like Eriga that are workg hard to achiee food
security. Euope canét i nf lies ke hurtiéng iasulth e r cou
and demagoguerygo, yeah, help Eritreto help itself!

Thursday, 19 February, by Selam KHdane

.the || ast ti me | checked the EUO
without democracybé6é there is not hing
democracy in Eritrea, in any shape or form and hence no
devel opment é. To the contrary ther e
every aspect of Eritrean | ifeé Eri

market and aforced to sell their producenahe black market too.

The youth join the ranks of refugees as soon as they are able to
negotiate t he streets out si de t he
intellectuals and professionals have been forced to form the
economic underarld of European factories or have joined the

bulging refugee populatn in neighbouring countriesading their

middleclass status for a borrowed tent in refugee camps across
Africaé all the EU have to do to
development aid is0ook through the asylum case files of Eritrean
refugees in their respective countr
EU is seeking is a political ally to help them find a temporary
solution for the inferno that threa
who bater than the arsonistho started all thenfires in the first

place!
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Thursday, 19 February, by Mulugheta

| am gladthe EU understands the cultural and political background
of the Eritrean people and leadership. Eritrea is liberated not
because of exteah financial support but mainly because of its
resolve to fight injustice. When horrendous injusticeasw
perpetuated against the Eritrean people, the West chose to look the
other way or sometimes supported the injustice. During our struggle
for freedom, wlen we had tens of thousands POW and asked the
West to help us feed them, they refused to help us. We had to take
care of them (Human right?). When women and children were
suffering from hunger in the librated areas, they told us they can
only give foodto the communist regime in Ethiopia and rotus
(human right?). But when we finally librated Eritrea, they wanted to
run our country by telling us how to run it, who to jail or release,
what freedomof speech we should allow or not, what roads we
should buid or not, the list goes on.... The Eritrean mind set can not
be run by outsiders undany circumstances. Our mind has been
shaped byanindependent decision making process for too long to
now bend for the West. If the EU is a fair partner, they will know
exactly where the money will go. It will go to all these projects that
the 300 thousand young people are engagegkeiigd.No more no

| ess. I n Eritrea, the EU doesnoét
fund corruption. 100% goes to the projects @oritized by
Eritreans.

Thursday, 19 February, by Ghezae Hagos

Though the intentions of giving aid to the Eritrean people are
noteworthy, the aid will certainly miss its intended target. At the end
of the day, it is not the Eritrean people who will beped but the
Eritrean regme. Probably the worst regimen ¢he current political
map, the Eritrean regime should be confronted and should be made
accountable. It certainly should not be showered with funds. For
what? To build more jails, underground deteam centers?To
conscript more youth? This money will only help prolonging the life
of this impossibly horrible regime and teby prolonging the
suffering of innocent Eritreans.
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Thursday, 19 February, by Kubrom Bekure-Nemariam

It is a great day to heauch good news from the European Union.
Eritrea was and is and will continue to be the first Nation in Africa
to be selreliant with or without help of others. It has got its
independace without helgut with the great allegiance of European
countriesand the USA against ihelping the corrupted Ethiopean
governments (Hail&elassie, the Derg and now the Weyanes). The
Eritrean government is baken the core idea of setéliance with
what you have at hand, and is working siiitseinception to have
food security and for that matter to educate and keep its people
healthy. It has achieved a good baseinfrastructure on oads,
healthcare and clean drinking water even in the faraway rural areas
of the country. Now it seems that the EU has come to urahershe
Eritrean government and is willing to give aid money. | would say
well done!And would advice that they send a representativee®
where the mony goes. He orevean withess how gen Eritrea is
from a dpectivd @oskingpfem above) in ogarison to its
neighbar s . T h e r &steo tothe fubitivedin the aspora

like Habtom Yohannes who barks from Europe but has no longer
been to Eritrea and knowsthing of the developments taking place
there. Eritrea shall blossom with or withabe help of EU, so it is
better to do a good job.

Thursday, 19 February, by Paul

| feel this cae is similar to those who seltras, they are just selling

guns and ammo, but retabullet. Yetthdyare s donod
labekd as criminals, becauset 6 sung ahdebullgts they sold that

arecausing death. The same holdstteE U6 s pl an t o gi ve
of Euros to EritreaThe EU is just helping, but whn? And what

will they do with the money? They will be giving a strong financial

support to agovernment that is totally brutal towards its people,

killing & arresting youngsters, abusing the international human

rights | aw and i nv occhusimgdestabilisaion pr ox y
in the torn of Africa. So what maketheEUG6 s pl an d@ o help
different from the arms dealers?oN hi n g, itds an inv

lengthen the life span of a regime, so people could suffer more and
die everyday.
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Friday, 20 February, by Asmerom

If this aid is given it would only
about hunan rights, dictatorship, and repression. This aid shbeld
reconsidered aEritrea is oneof the worst dictatorial states in the
world now. The government does not care for its own citizens.
Youth are kept in endleamilitary service, the people astaning as

a result of misgovernance and corruption, the military justene
supreme authorityand the president has jailed-éommunicandp

all individuals and grops who voiced their criticism dhe system.
The goverrment has shown a great deal of comento the
international community by ignoring a call for a change. The
authoritarian presidens ruling the coutry with iron hand. Is there
any positive change othe Eritrean part that promotes aid by the
EU? Not at all. Thereforehis aid is simply arapproval for all the
misconduct of the authoritarian government. If this aid is delivered
t hat me a n eredibiliyeas e&ERlidan rights champion will
effectively cease. In fact, the mere proposal by itself is not
acceptable at this stage let

alone tomaterialize it.

Friday, 20 February, by Joe Leonard

| worked in Eritrea for two years (202D06) for one of the largest

bi-lateral development agencies. | speak from direct knowledge

when | say that Afewerki is a ruthless dictator whose every action is

motivated by his desire to maintain power, regardless of the
disastrous consequences for ordinary Eritreans. He is in the same

|l eague as Mugabe, -Nandthédgencmwhea 6 s Ki m
maintain an iron grip on Burma. Despite the many millions of

dollars of aid my agency gave Eritrea every year, there was never

once an acknowledgement of that taxpéyeenerosity, and that
Afengagement o certainly never got us
Months passed between even the most trivial contacts between o
representatives. Like some of the comments here from Eritreans,
their attitude is that the world o
accountability. If Eritrea wants gifts from other nations, it ought to

take tangible steps towardspfemening its constution, allowinga

free media, freedom of worship, freedom of expression,adinithe

other liberties that most of the rest of the world takes for granted.

Just pouring money into the country without condition vuibt
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allow the dictator to hold on to per. Ultimately, it is up to the
Eritreans, and no one else, to get rid of him and seize their own
destiny.

Friday, 20 February, by Tuumbeles

Eritrea has few western international partners hmeelcome the
concern of the European Unioh.window has beenpened, even if

all the doors to Eritrea are now closed. It needs to be understood that
the current regime are there to stay, and that their main pigtaet
border situation. | agree that the border needs to be denthaste
soon as possible. By offag to assist financiafl the European
Union has placed itself on the table re. the border. They are now
partners who can now act as intermediaries. The people of Eritrea
deserve all the help that they can receive. Even if the money may be
used to maintairthe 300,000 strong army that the country has.
Financial corruption is low itfEritrea and Ibelieve that most of the
funds will be used the right way.

Friday, 20 February, by H. Tesfu

From a fairness point of view, Eritrea is how an open prison to its
citizens. The government is rude, lawless and cruel with almost
sign of honoring national or international human rigtiéemands.
Giving assistance to this guerilla government is tantamount to
committing a crime to the Eritrean people.

Friday, 20 February, by Beyan Negash

Entertaining the idea of monetary fund for the current Eritrean
regime is nothing more than aiding and abetting, acquiescingt if
pandering to the worst regime in the history of the region.
Europeans seem to have mixed up a carnotfstick. Why in the
world would any country even contemplate sactabsurd idea of
allowing cash to flow into the present day Eritrean regime? What
the Eritrean dictator deserves isstck that will eventually help his
grip of power to slip away not @@ him the much needed
ammunition that will certainly prolong his stay in power. In fact, if
anything, the EU should be entaming the idea of puttinghe
Afewerki regime @ the Terroris list much like what the Bush
administration was contemplating ofoshg when it was clear that
Eritrea was becoming a safe harbor to individual terrorists from
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Somalia. What would it have to take fiie EU to realize should it
decide to go forward with this cash aid plan to Eritrea, that it is an
accomplice to evil? Isga is Hitler with few shades removed and
why in the world would any entity give money to the Hitler of the
21st Century is hard to fathomit is a reprehensible act thatfies

any sense of decency.

Friday, 20 February, by Dave

By giving aid, the EU isjust feeding the Beast so that the Beast can

keep on devouring the poor Eritreans, especially the youth. Why

d o e €U dse that money to help theitEeans dispersed in various

refupee camps? | would calll that o6huma

Friday, 20 February, by Daniel Rezene Mekonnen

No one can refute the importance of development aid that flows to
countries with impoverished population groups, such as Eriftea.

argument is under what conditions development aid should go to a

given country. There are some lwactual situations none can

deny about how the Eritreanlfigovern
find it difficult to even describe the current politidadership in
Eritrea as a figovernmento but this
i g over nmestdn d the onlprein Africa (perhaps also in

the world) which is governing a country without a constitution, a
parliament, an independent judiciary and fpeess, to say the least.

These are the main pillars of democratic governance. The promotion

of these institutions is a primargesponsibility of the EU/EC,

according to its founding documents. The relevant guiding
principles of the EU state that the flow d&dreign aid to the

developing world is to be guided by the fundamental principles

stated inthose guiding principles. Simply pwthat has the EU done

to ensure that its own guiding principles are not compromised when

dealing with the Eritrean government, bén development aid or

other issues.

Friday, 20 February, by Simon M. Weldehaimanot

How is the aid intended to be givedirectly to the government? It
would be better to convert the aid in kind, food, for example, and
haveit distributed to the neediest people. Even in this manner, the
regime will get political support as any aid aimed lalping
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improves the bad situation in the country and potentially mutes

public discontent and uprising, and thus serves as a delaying factor
to a much needed change. If the aid is going to be released, in
whatever manner, it shoutsbntain a package ofrehg denunciation

of the human rights abuses of the government and with clear
indication that it is pureljaumanitarian.

Friday, 20 February, by Feissa Tafesse

The EU Commission is clearly violating the Cotonou Agreement
which clearly specifies on how amndhen to give EU funds to any
ACP member country. | remember some eightryeago when
Issayas Afewerkitold an EU Commission delegation to go to hell
with its funds and to only give him loans to be paid back because the
preconditions in the theih.ome Agree me n't i weraad col oni
unwantedo by , Bfewerkirie the maih oreh@nal
distabilizer in the Horrof Africa and a conduit to theetrorists in
Somalia who is providing armaments, training, fast boats used by
the pirates, etc. as proved bythe UN He has gi Kielnl @ fASh
order to his army and security apparatus like Mengistu Hailemariam
did during the Red Terror in Ethiopia. Is the EU fundadgthese
criminal activities of the dictator byiving this European tax

p ay aid rsodey?s the EU trying to fight the pates in thearea

with one hand and supplying them the means of getting arms and
training to the pirates with the other? It @ open secret that
Commissioner buis Michel is very much infatuated witksayasin

the name of engageent, but are all the other Commissionefshe

EU in the sameelague? European citizens should say no to such
double standashnd put the Commissidn order. Please ddnhbelp
extend the life of this notorious dictator and contribute openly to the
suffering of the Eritrean, Somalian, Ethiopian, SudanBibputian
peopleof the region!!!

Friday, 20 February, by M Houston

As fas as the regime is concerned, undedit it will use the aid

for other than donofsntended purpose. But tf@mmission shold

do all it can to make surié goes to the people who ne&dmost.

They should not be deceived by the regime that delights in miseries

of its own peopleWhether the govermens @ction or inaction to

Aithis good will d uses Itshbddnatben pol it
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allowed. While the whole world is ina major crisis | can only
imagne what and how they (thaverage Eritreargre tryingto cope

with major challenges. So theo@mission should give the help in
this time of need. Otourse tle presidentwill claim as thatthe
peopledo not need help and launch the propaganda against the
donors as if he knows and cares best. In reality he does not care
whether people will benefit. If he does not get his way he will
opposeif he gets his way he wiliry to prolong his grip on power
even if itmeans one wee&nd. 9 it should be give to the people
who need it most in this challenging timlé should be used for or
againstthe poliical purpose ..they needed it, now they should get.
The donor has respsibilities to make clear and do its best to give it
to whomheintendedit to be given.... if he does not trust the donor
they should not trust him either. But that they need it, is there for the
whole world to see

Friday, 20 February, by Mehretab Habtu

Aid should be provided to Eritrea, because Eaitvéll use the EC
aid productivey to benefit its people. The EC needs to listen,
partner and engage with Eritreand only then can EC contribute
and influencethe econmic progress and democratic pess of
Eritrea. The Hitrean government is not corrupt. The country is
addressing successfully the basic needs issues: such as primary
health, education and traininggonstruction of roads and dams,
providing clean waterelectricity and sanitatiorto towns and
villages. Interms of primary health UN datshows that Eritrea is
showing very good progress in malaria eradication, Aids and HIV
reductionand mother and child mortality reduction. For Eritrea at
present the top priority is food security and the futurédamrange.

Friday, 20 February, by Samson

| am glad the EU optimistically and with a sense of mutual trust
decided to allocate some needed money for the well governed
ERITREA andthatthe EU do study é&fore they give so much for
the good intention of retbilitating Eitrea. The fact is ERITREAS
beingisolated for the sins of otherBRITREA still stands beuise

its people and leaders work so hard that titegeems to mewith a

little help will do wonders anthe true remains of the help they get
shoud work out to be the help they ne€the aid that was given
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while doing nothing is part of HISTORY and the EU should
recognize that.

Saturday, 21 February, by Amanuel

The EUd s deci sion t oingghand eshoutirbet r ea a
commendedContrary to the averending reports by the smalled
AHumanght so groups t o portray t he
abusive, dictatorial, the fact is Eritrea is blessed with leaders, who

are selflessuncorrupt witha geruine desire to see the counfrge

from foreign aiddependency rce and for all. Unlikehe claim by

some, Eritrea never refused aid from anyone. What it refused was

the ones with strilgat t ac hed, and that contr a
core principle of selfeliance. The talk about religious intolerance is

but rubbish for Eritrea is made up of different religions aethnic

groups who live side by side in peace and harmony. One thing is for
sure,whaever amount of financial assistance is provitteéritrea,
therebdbs no doubt t h aAmong the pnojedts be pu
that have been given priorities would be: improvingalthcare,

improving education, providing clean water to remote areas, and
infrastrictures.

Saturday, 21 February, by Dani
Well give this fool some cabbage and see if he &adl chages his
attitude towards Ethiopia.

Saturday, 21 February, by Kidane Habteselassie
It is a step forward for the fidonor

Saturday, 21 February, by Adkehme Meslene

EUbBs new v ianiobAfricafhasra mandate toHiement
the ineress of the EU using partnership to have political capital in
the region However Eritrea has proven to haaefiscal integity
with realistic goals which has passed the proven scale of input of
funds to developmental outputhe Leadensip is nota oneman
show as it has been perceived by many but rather a collective
decisionmaking excutive body which is faced/ i t no peice no
waro with Ethiopia. This is in no way a support nor condoning of the
leadership burather the redly. If we are to be an entity and a
nation WE the people should focus on ascertaifiowyl Security
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which ties everythingfrom social welfare to economic growth and
also political @vancement that is pioneering fohe whole of
Africa.

Saturday, 21 February, by TEKLE W.

It is totally unfair to givebig money toa government that doemt
have any good human rigitecords After all, this is a government
that does not have any constitution to folloivhis shows its
dictatorship.l believe this money should never beailable to this
regime.If money is really needed to be given to Eritriiednas to be
sure that it goes directly to the peoptet to the government that
does not even have clear budgeting or transparency.

Saturday, 21 February, by E. CORRENTI

If the EU gives money to lIsaias, he will certainly ugeto
consolidate his dictatorial power, and not to alleviate the rampart
hunger andlack of education in the country.das b just a
highschool graduatéhat has been elevated to his present position
through superpowema ni pul ati ons in the cont e
geopolitics. The international community should shoulder its
responsibility for puttingeritrea in the situation in which it is now,
and help it get rid of dictatorship instead of backing thisewver

the people of Eritreghat never saw peace or justice or rule of law
sinceWORLD WAR 1.

Saturday, 21 February, by Noel

I donot think anyone would object
Eritrea. What those of us who would like to see a democratict& jus

Eritrea which respects and values its citizens and their rights are

asking is that the government has to change its stance on human

rights and democracy. They should release all political and religious
prisoners and open the political space so thatritielans carfreely

participate. This is a condition which the Commissiors $self

through the Cotonou Agreement. If the Commission dedidego

ahead with it, it opens itself to charges of appeasement and worse.

Di al ogue has to béseamuioseamachaigeand we
on the very serious issues that the EU keeps raising with the Eritrean
authorities at various levels. It is now time for emmission to

say, no money until the rule of law reigns in Eritrea. The thousands
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of Eritrean refugees @ving in the EU can telthe Commission
what they are not allowed to see (prison numbers & conditions,
types of torture employed, the number of thédked plus other
unbelievable atrocities).

Saturday, 21 February, by Bohashem

EU Partnership with LDC auntries like Eritrea is based on the
Cotonou Agreement. Article 9 of this Agreement considers human
rights, democratic principles, rule of law and good governance as
essenti al el ement s t hat gui de EUbS
development cooperation. Yeéars after independence, Eritrea still
has no functioning national constitution, no national parliamsmnt,
free press, o rule of law and no election of legitimate leaders. EU
cooperation and aid can therefore only be helpful if and viheyn

are usedd push for the full implementation of Article 9, while
delivering, under strict EU monitoring, urgent food and medical
assistance to the Eritrean people. International media and EU
diplomats should also be given full access to the Eritrean people to
hear ad see their needs and views first hand.

Saturday, 21 February, by Haileab Temesgen

TheEU has never understood the true nature of the Eritreameeg
Unless the EU connects aidth the basic human rights situation in
Eritrea, checkprogress in that agr, theregime will continue to use
aid as a tool to farther subjugate the Eritrean peopte EU must
find ways to help the people directly.

Saturday, 21 February, byKubrom Grenet

The EU Countries should know that by providing any aid to the
regime thg will prolong the suffering and killing of our peoplelA

is a dictator with no respect for humanity .The regime in order to
stay in power felt the need to starve the proud hard wolkiitgean
people by pulling altheir work permit licenses. Therefqrié people
cannot work whemill it be the time to be free from tldependence

of foreign ai® Please,stop your aid.This is a regime without
constitution,accountability and transparencyitifyets food

it will sell it and ifit gets moneyit will saveit in foreign banks. If
you do not have the means to verify it STOP.
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Saturday, 21 February, by Amal

Picking up on the theme of one of the commentators that drew a
parallel to Hitler and extrapolating on it further deems more than
appropriate here. Imaginif Eritrea was under occupation by
colonial powers or by Ethiopia and such horrendous acts that are
being exacted on the Eritrean people were ddyethe foreign
powers, the owaty would have been unimaginable. However,
because thatrocities are now beg§ committed by or@s own
countrymennot only is it excusable but it is also acceptable to offer
cashaid,todwwhat ? More of the same? Haven
a lesson from their own backyards few decades bachat Hitler

was capablef doing is ony being done now in Eritrea, a town, a
village, and a city at a time? It has been a slow death of a population
that is onthe brink of starvation, worst yet, on the brink of
extinction and what do the Europeans talk about showing the man
with cash.This is an abyss in the making nothing more and
nothing less.

Saturday, 21 February, byM ebrahtu

As an Eritrean, | wold be happy to see my peoplelféBut | know

the aidwill not reach the people who need it. As usual the regime

will use it for his military prpose to create conflict in the horn and

sellthe rest to rich peopletvd can afford it, & long as the European

Uni on candét distribute the aid or n
who desperately need it. The so cal
w 0 nlietlegal to help the suppressive regime who is killing and
forcing thousands of young Eritrean
blame the European Union for putting their interest before the

Eritrean peopléecauseall they careabout ishow to protect thir

interess. It is ridiculous to see in the 21st century a union who

claims workingto spread free press, democracy and rule of law to

help a regime who doesndét practice

Saturday, 21 February, by Kebreab

EUBs part ner dshuitp sumprisingTo tikerbést of raya
knowledge, the EU strives to stand against totalitarianism and
intolerance, and do so through all its financial and moral authority it
has.The fact that it haturneda blind eye (or a non importance)

the way theEritrean regime has so far deliberately abused its power
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to promote intolerance makes one question whether theeBly
stands forits idealsornot,he ar gument of EUO®Ss
the Erireanregime to promote democracy in Eritrea can dngy
feasible if and only if there is some sort of a road map towards the
end with al/l i fs, ot her wi se it
stanced with no accountability
supposedly aimed to the people, but one should also ask ewheth
this aidreaches the victims or not, and whether the victims are all in
Eritrea. If the EU really is feeling the pain of Eritrea, let it also
allocatea significant amount of aid to those hundreds of thousands
of Eritrean refugees all ovétast Africa vho are victims of both the
poverty and atrocities of the Eritrean government, and do something
to resettle them in a better place.

Sunday, 22 February, by Noor M. Idris

| am surethe EU is allocatingin a good heart this fund for the
development of our beved country. Unfortunately, Eritrean
freedom andHuman rightsare hijacked by the dictadr leader
Esayas. It is time for thEU to hear the people of Eritrea and their
concern of Esayaand his cronies using this fund for oppressing the
Eritrean people wore.

Sunday, 22 February, by In yebio

In principle | deplore the handouts extended by the nations of the
NORTH to the nations of the SOUTH. | deplore it most and
considerit as mockery to human justieghen aid is extended to the
thugs in Asmarawhose oty means to stay in power walsrough

the reign of terror.

Sunday, 22 February, by Elizabeth Chyrum

Mr Louis Michel European Commissioner for Development and
Humanitarian Aid Berlaymont 10/165 1049 Brussels Belgil2n
May 2007 Dear Mr . natlon oh£422m to fhe :
Eritrean Governmentlt has come to our notice that the EU
Commission for Development and ©peration has deemed it
appropriate to donate the abewentioned sum to the Eritrean
Government, under the s &bapaoiy it

wi |
an

EUOG s

S

buil ding, infrastructure anad food

human rights organization, we wish to protest the misguided nature
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of the donation. As you must be aware, the labor usdulitd the
roads is unpaid for since the workers are coptcand prisoners of
conscience who are forced slavelabor what is practically for no

pay whatsoever. You must also be aware that the human rights
situation has not improved; especially sinBeptember 2001, if
anything, things are worse than evereféhis no freedom of press,

all the independent Medias have been skotvn and their
journalists have been detained incommunicado for the last seven
years. Thousands of innocent Eritreans throughout ctinentry
including the 11 government ministers ancise officials have
been put behind bars for openly challenging the policieshe
Eritrean Government, and for asking for political reforms. You must
also be aware that the governmemtned constructiorcompanies

are the only ones that are allowed todtion, while all the private
buil di ng ¢ on tweracorfistates dApril 2006¢ their e s
businesses are idle, they languish in unemployment, and the young
have no future beyond conscription into sldabor indefinitely.
These people are dying bfinger and malnutrition, and the money
you giveto the government will not be uséd help them. Instead,

the money will be used to arm opposition to Somalia, Sudan and
Ethiopian governments stationed in Eritritds selfdestructive and
nontproductive of the EU to provide money to a leader who
constantly instigates actions that brings abmdtability in the
region while subjecting his own people to unwanted war, starvation,
arbitrary detention, and death often frdarture on a daily basis,
with all the young peoplerying to leave the country, an action
which in itself, has been made illegal. Wi also dismayed by the
statement made by your office where
an impact on the dire situation in th®rn of Africa, the Europea
Commission wants to deepen its relations with Eritrea by
establishing a more intense political dialogueparallel with its
financial assistance. 0 The Eritrean
that the Eritrean leader is responsible fayst of the destictions in

the Horn of Africa. This leader is a tyrant who does not care about
his people and country, and it is @ambarrassment for the EU
Commission to reward a brutal regime with £122m financial aid.
Certainly, the financial assistance givgnyour ofice will boost the
previously isolated | eadsaganst mor al
humanity. We also understand that tB& and all the other
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governments who are involved in the current affairs of the Horn of
Africa are only interested in scoring poldicgames against each
other. However, we would like to urge you that whatever you want
to achieve, it should not be obtained at éxpense of the Eritrean
people. To ignore the gross human rights violations in Eritrea in
order todo business with the Ergangovernment can only make
you an acomplice to the atrocities which would be committed by
the government that you have choser¢al with. Yours sincerely
Elizabeth Chyrum Human Rights Concétritrea London U.K.

Sunday, 22 February, by Tibit

In a cauntry that spends its budget overwhelmingly on defense (an

institutiont hat i s the most abusive of yol
theEU aid send a message that s eems
expanding (andbusing) your military (the youth) and we will take

care of soci al service expenses! & F
might and social welfare are just far toocontradictory

phenomenos) one develops at the expense of the other. The

Eritrean government will noand cannot improve the lives of the

poor when its priority is the military where a quarter of the

population is forcibly recruited arstranded in the army.

Sunday, 22 February, by IBRAHIM/O

EU funds should be used to bring heinous dictators to justice not to
sustain them in powe¥Vhy encouramg and legitimiing evildoers
such as PIA?Why PIA and his Oligarchy get hold of such funds to
finance their illegal activities. EU funds should be diredtedlards
promoting democracy not resuscitating a dictator who is terrorizing
its citizens.This isnot a people centered regirse the fundswill
never be invegd in the needs of the peoplghy shouldt ax payer s 6
money fund an Oligarchy whis terrorizing theircitizens including
those outside the counffhis is a regime with no end to extortion.
What Eritrean people need from EU is Visa restriction on the regime
officials and isolating the regime.

Sunday, 22 February, by Goitom

The Agreement considers human rights, democratic principles, rule

of law and good governance as essential elements thatgy E UG s
bilateral and multilateral development cooperation. 17 years after
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independence, Eritrea still has no functioning national constitution,
no national parliament, no free press,rule of law and no election

of legitimate leaders. | strongly requ€dJ Commission t@onsider

the following points during the Review to provide aid to Eritrea. 1.
Providing newly arriving Eritrean asylum seekers phatection that
they need. 2. Not forcibly deporting any Eritreans back to Eritrea,
where they would beeated as absconders frdihe military service

in detention camps where torture and inhuman and degrading
treatment is the norm. 3. Increasing the pressurehe Eritrean
government by means of targeted travel bans of the high ranking
government and partyfficials. 4. Calling for themmediate release

of all political and religious prisoners. 5. Calling for the
establishment of a genuine, all inclusive democrgbwernment,

that respects all the basic freedoms of worship, association and
speech. 6. EU cgeration and aid can therefore ofig helpful if

and when they are used to push for the full implementation of
Article 9, while delivering, under strict EU monitoringrgent food

and medical assistance to the Eritrean people. International media
and EU dplomats should also be given full accesgte Eritrean
people to hear and see their needs and views first hand. 7. Exposing
the hidden hunger that is affecting increasing nusibeEritreans;

and 8.Supporting the Eritrean People and the Eritrean anit
opposition groups in Diaspora by engaging with th@mpolicy and
humanitarian issues affecting Eritrea and by helping their human
resource development. Thanks

Sunday, 22 February, by Common sense

If the EU really warg to help Eritrean people, jusbhor the border

dispute court ruling, ahpressure Ethiopia tabide by itThat é6s t he
only help we are looking for.

Sunday, 22 February, by Germay Yemane

It is in the right direction to send aid to Eritrea, for a government
which works hand in hand wiits people. If aids given to Eritrea it

is for the best interest of its people. Unlike the other African, like
Meles and others it will not gaithe pockets of few people. Real
dictators are those who kill their people, who steal the wealth of the
count y in the Name of Democracy and
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Sunday, 22 February, by Zgeremo

A dictator and more money ati&ke an abusive husband with six
packof beer.EU is prolonging the suffering dhe Eritrean people.
Theyare giving the dictator a stick te@# the hell out of the people.
Thanks but no thanks.

Sunday, 22 February, by Abdul Wahab

This will be used to build more concentration centers and prisons
The more the regimdecomesstrong the more the peoplare
weakened andppressed.

Sunday, 22 Febuary, by Saleh Mahmoud Abdou

Hello: 1 think the aid is OK. Ewe if one has concerns about the
government, the people will get any percent of the aid. Someihing
better than nothing. Thanks and best regards, Saleh Mahmoud

Sunday, 22 February, by Leila

lcandt comprehend the idea dtf givin
is only going to increase the suffering of Eritngaeople.Instead

help the Eritrean people with things that they currently need which

is FOOD and even that has to be done under vesgolaservation

and supervisioito make sure it is reaching the ngetl j us't canot
trust this regime at althey are not ashamed to makesiness out of

the aid sent to the peoplé.FOOD is sent they should not have the

power of distributiorbut to sendunds is no nao...

Sunday, 22 February, by Hailemariam Tesfai

Mr. Louis Michel European Commissioner for Development and
Humanitarian Aid BERLAYMONT 10 /165 1049 Brussels
Belgium Mr. Louis Michel, | would like to thank you for your
or gani z a tinuedndm®mmitmerd nto prove developing
countries around the world with mucieeded aid. In this particular
casel m writing in regards to aid which is to be directed towards
food and development programs in Eritrea. My name is
Hailemariam Tesfai antl am an EritrearAmerican who has been
following the news of thipotential grant very closely. As a member
of the United Citizens for Human Rights in Erit#®an Diego, | can
assure you that owrganizatiod as well as many others who are
working tirelessly tchelp change the dictatorial regime in Erithea
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is terrified atthe idea of any funds being funneled into Eritrea. We
know from the firsthand accounts we get from our family members

living in the country, that the economic situation is bleak. As painful

asit is to hear of their suffering, we know that the government will
misappropriate and abuse the aid that your office is preparing to
give them. Most, if not all of the mew, will go directly to the
personal coffers of the highest members of the regitngods not

take much research to learn of the injustices that are taking place
within Eritreabs borders. There ar
abuse as it relates to human rights and freedom of press. The
Eritrean people are not free to voice their opisdthis is not only

truefor journalists who have been completely shut down SR,

but for private citizens as well; it is common knowledge that anyone

who speaks against the government wilingwill be missingthe

next day. Couple this with the fatiat the dictator uses war as a
decoy to address issues of democratization (Eritrea havdrder

disputes and clashes with each of its three neighbors as well as with
Yemen) and you have an owailitarized nation with novoice of

dissent. This is onefothe main reasons why so many young
Eritreans are fleeing into neighboring countries or in the most
dangerous scenarios, traveling through thousands of miles of desert

in hopes of reaching the Mediterranean Sea and ultimately the
southern shores of Europ€&he selproclaimed president stands in

the ranks of dictators like Robert Mugabe and Kim Jibngo we

can be sure that any promises he makes to secure the aid will be
forgotten as soon as the HfAdoheck is
would be to usehe aid through programs and services administered
by NGOs or EU commissioned organizations in Eritrea.this
instance the people of Eritrea would greatly benefit and none of the
funds could be misappr oplndlosinged or
| would like to thank you for all of your efforts to help the people of
Eritrea during some of their darkest moments, #ordtaking the
time to hear our suggestions. Sincerely, Hailemariam Tesfai San
Diego

=1}

Sunday, 22 February, by Sase Naim

Giving money to a diettor like that in Eritrea is simply playing with

the tax payersod6 money. [tdconralu donodt
where the money goes, then stop it. ksis familiar with the
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behavior of dictator Isayas, you will never know where the money

goes. He is ging to buy weapons to kill his own imprisoned people,

to kill his enslaved young when trying to escape the country and to
destabilize his neighbours. | f you
devil you are dealing with, the answeriisthe young Eritreas

coming among other continents to Europe. Ask the new refugees.

The Eritrean people will never benefit from timoney. Your quiet

diplomacy has miserably failed. Your engagement has simply
spoiled him even morthedictRtdoréoddlse donot
more Eritreans. Stop assisting him to do that. Instead, the European
Union has to isolate him and his officials. He even sends his sick
officials as refugees and when they are accepted as refugees, they

get the treatment and when they get well, theyack to Eritrea to

continue the killing and that way they thank their boss, the dictator

Isayas. This has happened quite receantl@ermany.

Sunday, 22 February, byTesfy

| am very aware and concern at the moment to give financial aid to
the Eritrean reigne. The international community hastieawareof

the Human abuseof Isayas6 regimeto the Eritrean peoplePeople

are in prison witbut charge for several years. Sow can the
European community give aido such regim@ Indirectly the
European commutyi is trying to perpetuate the terror regime

Sunday, 22 February, by Yohannes

The Eritrean regime turned Eritrea inta prison torturing,

intimidating and killing many innocent citizens who never got a

chance tadefend themselveIheE U6 s p | anfundseothsonat e
regime is an insult to all those victims.tfeEU6 s i ntenti on |
alleviate Eritreanpeopl ebds suffering, they «cz¢
without compromising their principle and by channeling the aid to

many recognizedhternational organizains thatare trying to cope

with the exods of Eritrean refugees. There are also thousands of

refugees andasylum seekers at your door step who are seeking

refuge and support but not provided with adequate assistance from

EU membercountries to help thendapt and assimilate to their host

countries. | urgeahe EU to reconsider this ill conceived plan that

could potentially prolong the anguish and despair of the Eritrean

people.
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Sunday, 22 February, by Jemal
Shame on you, thidouble standard human right&) promoting and
prolongng the suffering of the Eritrean people.

Sunday, 22 February, by Aya kulom

Eritrea still has no functioning national constitution, no national
parliament, no free pressjo rule of law and no election of
legitimate leaders. | strgly disagree to end any aid to such
government&U

Sunday, 22 February, byS.Michael

EU funds should be to support democratic gosiarg not sustain a
tyrant and a dictatorship government in Erifrasegime witlout a
constitution who jailed members ghrlianmert, high government
officials and members of the free press without any justice
government who doesnét respect the |
any means be rewarded. The EU should double check the r&fcord
this brutal Eritrean government dmuman rights and respect of
humanity before they make any decisidie Eritrean peoplare

the hostage of this brutal system and to reward this brutal system
with any fund is to prolong the Eritrean people sufferinbe EU
should pressure the tyragovernment of Eritrea (a one man rute)
respect human rights and redeaall political prisoners withut any
preconditions and adheteinternational law.

Sunday, 22 February, by Susu

Finall y! Some recognition for Eriti
bartmr i ¢ dictatorship of President I

desperately dire need of financial aid. However, if the payment will

be forwarded to the government, there is very little hopeitthvitl

reach the peopl e. | 6 m dhatritevoulsha ny wi |
be best served if the money is paid to humanitariao@dnizations

that focus on the plight of the Eritreans.

Sunday, 22 February, by Hussny Rabat

| amangEritrean CitizenThe Er i tr ean regi me doesn
rights. The Eritrea regime is the most ruthless regime in Africa

Sincethe 25/05/1991 till today no electistiook place and onlgne
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party is ruling the country The regime foughtwith all the
neighbairring counties, we have politicatisons and others in prison
without chages, etc.. The list is long. H. Rabat.

Sunday, 22 February, by Hedrom

It is so sad to learn once again the European Union is sustaining the
most dictatorial regime in the whoté Africa, which confiscatethe

few products our poor farmers have produced kave them to go
hungry. How can the EU expect such an evil regime to dtarthe
people and give the proposed aid to the people? We Eritreans would
like to kindly ask the EU to reconsider the assistanég planning

to give to theinhumane and repssive regimePlease do not
prolong the suffering of our people by giving money tegime that

will buy armament to terrorizéts people and givehem to the
different terrorists and rebel groups to destabilize the wHola of
Africa region. Giving suh money will be tantamount to directly
support this evil dicval@wes.or and viol

Sunday, 22 February, by Kubrom Grenet
The EU should not give money to the Eritrean regime unless the EU
cansupervise & distribution

Sunday, 22 Februay, by Dawit

Dear MEP, you were freely elected by the people to represent the
interest of your country. Now, the question is why you would deal
with a government that is not elected by the people just like
yourselves. Do you really think a known rapisdamurdeer will

stop hiscrime just because you gave him food donation? Let us all
be honest we know what the problem is and we also know appeasing
adictator will never work and has never worked. The debate should
be how we can bring hirto the Internatioal court for his crime or
crimes committed under his rule.

Sunday, 22 February, bySenay

The Majority of the Eritrean people living in Eritrea support their
government for its commitment and hard work towards building
viable nation. Inspite of all thehostilities directed against them the
Eritrean people and government have registered impresssutts
that are verifiable. All the talk about human rights is withoutithe
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it can only come from seBerving individuals anéhstitutions with

ill wishes towards the nation. Unlike Ethiopia and many other
countries Eritrea is not aid dependent. The Eritrgavernment is

not a darling to those seeking to enrich themselves in the name of
Ai d. The gover nment 0 s allotation goa |
resources ia matter of record.

Sunday, 22 February, by Amen

To the European Commissioner for Development and Humanitarian
Aid, as we all know what ifappeningto the innocent Eritrean
citizensareshaméul thingsthat have never happened befarahe

century plea s e | j ust need to tell you

supportyou to give aid to the dictatorial regime which is better to
isolate and take actions on the regime. We have cried a lot. But
people arewaiting for a solution from God! Thanks for the
opportnity you gave me to spark. God bless Eritrea!

Sunday, 22 February, by Abdu Ahmed

I candt compr ehend stolhe cuirentsegime o f
in Asmara fromthe European Union and | say shame on you Mr.
Louis Michel European Commissioner for Deawefent and
Humanitarian Aid .With thisid the suffering of Eritrean people will

be longer and the regime will revive and start to practice the worst
violations against its own people. 8dahe human rigtgissue isnot

a prime concern witim the EuropearCommission,why shouldit

not provide the same aid Bimbabwe and Northern Kord¢ao? As
Eritrean | am deeply concerned with the double standard that
European Union stands for and never reply to the voice of the
helpless people in Brean who need astismice from lhe European
Union to remove the ailg dictator but not to support him.

Sunday, 22 February, by Ogbai GhebreMedhin

The fact that the EU is considering giving aid to Eritrea 122 million
euro.... is indeed paradoxical news. Considering the sliuation

the Eritrean people are suffering under, ironically, since they gained
their independence over 17 years ago, and the destructiohathat
befallen them, even ten times the stated amount would not be
enough, if the idea is to make significantlisiic differencein the
betterment of their lives. But the fact that the Eritrean people are
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suffering under the most tyrannical regime with the wotsman
Rights record in the 21st Century, with absolutely no rule of law and
justice, no Constitution ia widely open secret to tHeU and the

rest of the world. Therefore, under the circumstance, to give aid to
the tyrannical GoE, will simply worsen and prolaihg suffering of

the Eritrean people. The Eritrean people have suffered long and
beyond human caemplation.Enough! Enough! | therefore appeal

to your good consciences to reconsider the kindumtimely aid
project you are planning to give to the inhuman GoE. It moll be
used to enhance the lives of the people, but to control and destroy
them. These are the stubborn glaring facts before you and the whole
world. Please! Do not join the forces that betrayed the helpless
Eritrean people. There will be a time, however, when the Eritrean
people will regain th& sovereignty and establish constitutioral
democratic system, and tiiattime your aid would be expected and
used in aworthy caus. Meanwhile, give a voice tdé voiceless
Eritrean people and help them regain the fruits of their struiggle
LIBERTY AND PEACE, WHICH WILL LEAD EQUALITY AND
PROSHKERITY. Thank you.

Sunday, 22 February, by Abdul Abdulhai

The leaders of Eritrea are accountable for what is happeningito the
peopleandto end the suffering anddardship of the savage rule of
the Ethiopians. But they broke their promise and commitment t
bring peace and prosperity to thgieople;instead they brought
more suffering and worse savagery than the Ethiopians. | strongly
oppose any financial assistancethiem.The reason is they will not
use it to help the suffering Eritrean populatiomstead they would

use it to strengthen their militarynight and nothing elsel
appreciate your concern to help the needy Eritréanst | é m afr ai d
will not reach them if you decide teand the fund to the governing
regime thereThank you.

Sunday, 22 Febuary, by Nuguse

EU funding to the dictatorial g@vnment of Eritrea contradictts

very core principles of promoting democracy, justice ge@ce
across the globe, and standing for those who live under the iron fist
of the few. The government of Eritréa violating basichuman
rights - freedom of speech, freedom of press, freedom of religion
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and others. No election has been held for 18 years néigtsebeen

the constitution implemented. Thousands of Eritreans, young and
old, educated and uneducatedhrand poor, men andomen, are
languishing in prisons without due process and any explanation for
years. Hundreds of young Eritreans are fleeing fthencountry for

fear of prosecution and endless military service. Eritrean people are
starving due to théailed economic policies ahe government and

its refusal of assistance from different donors. Supporting 122
million Euro for a government which has provéar akusing its
people and its defiana#f international laws is a grave mistake and
will prolong the suffering of the Eritrean peoplehis money will be
used to feed his loyalist, and will fund more people to be arrested
and prisons to flourish in different cornesthe country. This will

be used to fund Somali extremists and others to destalbiieze
region. | plea to the EU Parliament to stbp assistance from going

to the Eritrean government and instead the fund be diverted to help
those young Eritrean refugees who sudfering in Ethiopia, Sudan,
Egypt, Libya, Italy and othercountriesbecaus of lack of basic
necessities like food, water and clothing anchape in sight.

Sunday, 22 February, by Yosief Ghebrehiwet

Great! Now the Isaias regime can buy three more23Uighter jets,

at 30 million Euros each, while the whole nation is literatigrving

to death. If there is any money left, it can also finance the terrorist
organizations (like Al Shabab) in the region. Ifrightening to see

how the EU6s foreign policy, espec

has degenerated to a point of totaldherenceOn the one hand, it
wants to champion the humanitarian cause by focusing on past
genocides. On the other hand, it ignores atrocitie$ are taking
place right now, as we speak. It seems as if for a crime to count as a
crime, years have to passbetween (as ift is some kindof wine

that has to age first to be considered worthy of attention). At times,
the policy borders re being frivolously contrarian: if the US
hardens its stance against the brutal regime in Eritrea, the Europeans
want todo just the opposite to show theirdependence. But the
worst is the one done with appeasement in mind: how to appease the
regime so as not to behave badly in theighbarhood. The
message that they are sending to the despot is clear: so far as you
stop terrorizing the neighhehood, you carterrorize the Eritrean

Page|34



population as much as you like. What A shame! If the EU has a real
concern forthe plight of starving masses, should insist on giving
food aid only; and for that, only through impartial NGOs.

Monday, 23 February, by Sanifalu

It is very painful for any Eritrean to know that the EU wants to give
aid to the butcher of Eritrea. It is unthinkable that this skigfited
European support comes at the critical moment when the struggle of
the Eritrem people against the fascist regime has collected
momentum internally and externally, while the human rights
violation of the tyranny topped all recorded human history. This aid
would mean for the regime more resources to build more
concentration camps, tioduction of more sophisticated techniques
of torture, kidnappings and assassinations, and the recruitment of
more spies, locally and outside the Eritrean borders, to chase
citizensstruggling for peace, justice, equality and democracy, to say
the leastThis will put us in a position to reach the conclusion that
the EU is going astray from the principles and values cherished by
their peoples and would undoubtedly put the EU leaderships at odds
with their constituencies. This is shocking, outrageous, angh
awful. | am writing these words while shaking with anger at this
thoughtless, unprincipled and undemocratic measure. The Eritrean
people are not herds of cattle to be slaughtered for the simplest
reason, or thrown to jail without charges or triagytrare dignified
human beings who deserve the right to be ruled by a constitution
they participate in its draft and verification, vote for their leaders
who should be accountable to them and achieve prosperity, peace,
justice, equality and democracy, likgour countries. Please
remember that what is good for you and your people is good for the

Eritrean people and for any human

conclude that this reflects your racist outlook atfit ugliness. |
hope you will reconsider thematter after reading these reactions
from different parts of the world, if you do not waatswim against
the tide. This is a historical responsibility.

Monday, 23 February, by Kebreab

The ad plan for wartorn Eritrea fronthe European Commission for
development aid is really against the hope of Eritrean people. The
people of Eritrea are praying to sterthe long suffering time from

Page|35



the most tyrannical regime in the Eritrean history. Their day to day
life is under cruel inhuman tyrannical GoE with chén escaping
throughany exit opportunity even to the danger of sea, ocean and
deserts to breatha freedom inexile. This aid will worsen and
prolong the suffering of the Eritrean people since there is no
accountable angeople represenige governmentStop giving aid

on behavecEritrean people.

Monday, 23 February, by Yonas Mehari

Did you knowthatThe ruling Peoplebs Front
Justice (PFDJ) remained the sole permitted political paftye

government made no announcement of any steparts multi

party elections as required by the 1997 Constitutionoplmosition

activity or criticism of the government was tolerated, and no
independent nongovernmental organization was allowed.
Constitutional protection against arbitrary detention anaranutees

of ifreedom of conscience, expres:
assembly and organi zationo wer e i
remained banned. Law reform was delayed further and the Special

Court, an anticorruption tribunal of military judges that alloves

legal defense representation or appeal, continued to convict
defendants in secret.

Monday, 23 February, by Amadin

STOP STOP STOP STOP.... You are doing harm to the people of
Eritrea....We beg you to stop. None of the money will go to the
people, onlyto more wars and sufferihg

Monday, 23 February, by Qutue Eritrawi

We may seem fools to advocate against our own interest, yet it is

wiser than see the money donated in the name of Eritreans only to

be embezzled by the tyrant government officials. AlthotingE U 6 s

Intention/ Program to help Eritrea as a country is commendgble,

needs to foresee with real eyes th
the only body that will benefit from this extensive aid. To the
concerned Eritreans, thingtutafdl upo Wh a't a
corrupgpoc ket s Pl an! ! d: Foll owed by the
have Policies towards Democracy and Human Rights and give aid to

those countries/ governments that satisfy the bare minintrit@a
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at this time shamefully fails to methose policies. Pleagefer to

the accounts of Human Rights violations and abueesrded by
Amnesty International and Human Rights Watch, and the political
asylum cases of Eritreans filed to your very owesuntries and
others. This aid will never maki¢ to the intended country or its
people- who for years have been mired in a situatmhacute
starvation due to their government
economic plan, labebondage, and business and mobility
restrictions. The government hastgone an inch to improve this
situation; the consequence of this inaction will be catastroplieto
people. I, on behalf of so many other Eritreans, therefore, strongly
urge the EU NOT to give this aid to Eritrea through the current
Eritrean Governmentdowever, if the EU, disregarding our strong
concerns, does give the fund to the Eritrean government, the money
will only embolden the tyrant government, and the action will
portraythe EU as naive and careless to the prevailing sad political
and human rehties in Eritrea. It is a proven fact théte Eritrean
government is a reckless system and notorious for corruption and
badgovernance. It does not practitee Rule of Law and never has

a genuine Economic Plan(other than its fake, Htonceived plans

by which it begs for financial assistance). We hope the EU will
either place a hold on this aid to be used once political change
comesto Eritrea or the current government rebuilds public trust and
confidence ( which seems too late) find a way to diretly feed the
hungerstricken Eritreans in a way that their tyrant government does
not benefit fromor apply the funds to assist the Eritreans vetne
fleeing to its countriesin search of refuge via new projects or
helping the existing efforts of UNHCRYFP and other international
and Eritrean organizations.

Monday, 23 February, byAraya a Gezahegn

The Eritrean regime is the most brutal and cruel tyranny we
Eritreans faced in our existenceidta Mafia and a Fascist hybrid.

is killing the whole natin quietly. The Eritrean People are being
wiped out in silenceln Eritreathere is no lawno court,no judge,

no constitutionno right of movement from one distritd one town
(evenif it is to visit your bdoved ones who are in different
concentratiorgulages[secret prisonsho right to practice ones faith
even in the confines ajur homes. Here is the daily routinef the
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Eritrean governménon its own people, asll the diplomatic

missions in Asmara can atteFherdore giving economic assistance
to this governmentill accomplishthe suffering of the Eritrean
People; for which History and God will not forgive yoBlease

think critically and disassociate yourself frahis shamelss tyrant

for good EU!!! Thanks

Monday, 23 February, by Selam Kidare-with thanks-Ahmed
The last time Ichecked t he EU®adevelapmentt o was

without democracydé there is not hi
democracy in Eritrea, in any shape or form and hence no

devel opment é. To the <contionamy t her ¢
everyaspect of Eritrean | ifeé Eritre:

market and are forced to sell their produce in the black market too.

The youth join the ranks of refugees as soon as they are able to
negotiate the streets outside their immediate vidiny & our
intellectuals and professionals have been forced to form the
economic underworld of European factories or have joined the

bulging refugeepopulation in neighbaring countries tding their

middleclass status for a borrowed tent in refugee campsssac
Africaé a lhés totdb do alalyze the impact adfs
development aid is look through the asylum chiss of Eritrean

refugees in itgespectivec ount ri eséon the other h
EU is seeking is a political ally to help them find a tenapgr
solution for the infernothat hr eat ens t o engul f t he
who better than the arsonist who started all them fires in the first

place!

Monday, 23 February, by Yohannes Tesfamicheal

| find it hard to understand why the EU has come to such a
conclusion atthis time. It is true that the people of Eritrase
desperately in need of heldowever, the position of the dictatorial
government with regard to foald unequivocally indicates that the
government does neare about the people. In sudghcumstances, it

is very hard to understarte logic of giving money to the dictator.
As wisely commented by many, the money will be used to prolong
dictatorship in thecountry. Would it not be wise for the EU to
support credible human rights organizatavorking on the Eritrean
cause,ifanypooki ng at the EU&6s initiativ
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believe that it emanates from a real concern of what is happening
inside thecountry and needs to be appreciated. In less than a decade,
the situation of theountry has been going from bad to worse with
no endin sight. The country is totally disconnected from the rest of
the world and the people have nothing to eat. The opposition against
the dictator from the Eritrean people has not been up to standards.
While the cause remains the same; ending dictatorship in Eritrea,
opposition organizations have terribly been divided. The EU
initiative should, therefore, be used as wakeup call for all Eritreans
to get closer to bring tyranny to an end.

Monday, 23 February, by Araya

It will be a dark point in history if the EU tries to keep the most
brutal system in the African Continent. Hence, this needs to be
stopped.The EU is aware that this PFDJ government needs to be
replaced by a democratic system. The UN, EU &l rest of
wo r | clghnézations are fully aware of the evil acts of Isaias
Afeworki and his government.

Monday, 23 February, by HABTOM

Maybe the EU commission is doing this purposelgo thatthe
dictator can have life for longso we Eritreans are respaible to
eradicate the dictatship now!

Monday, 23 February, byWarsay

| am Eritrean, | am young and | wanted to live in my free country
But | had to leave my family and my home becatiseyoungcan
not live in Eritrea anyore no education, no workgo money, no
freedom. The government takes aid money and makes the young
work as slaves. fie generals build vilgin the city andon the
country side. If the EU wastlsaas to continueto kill us thenit
shouldgive him bullets not money for ai®ut if they want to help
us then help us to live in our own country, by making Isitop
killing us. Thank you. | am now a beggar on one of your straets
my country | could livefrom teaching IT

Monday, 23 February, by Zebihere Asmara

The Eritrean Governmemtiles itscountry without constitution and
without any democracy. Theritean people are victims of its
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aggressivepolicy with neighboringcountries As aresult Eritrean
people areforced to leave the country anddiin refugeecamys.
Justice is abovall thing so if there is no justice there is nothing!
Pleasereconsider the EU for the Aid plaAs a matter ofa fact |
like it if the Eritreanpeoplegets help but the only help for the
people and the beloved country is the removabf the
DICTATORIAL government from its power (Chang@harks

Monday, 23 February, by Meron Estefanos

The EU shoul dnodt gi ve any aid t
(releasing prisoners of conscience, allowing political prisoners to
see theifamilies, implementinghe constituton...etc.)

Monday, 23 February, by Khelil Khelilullah

I wonderwhat is the meaning of pumping the dictator with tax
money, when thistyrant treas his own people with cruelty and
inhumary. This money could do muclbetter away from the
dictator.

Monday, 23 February, by Samuel

That's the worst thing to do taritreanpeople Eritrea has become
the worst of all countries when it com@sdemocracy Giving the
aid means givinga green light to thegovernmentof Eritrea to
oppress it’s own @ople! So peasethink onceagain makepressure
to free all thepoliticians and journalists who has be@énprisoned
for years

Monday, 23 February, by Sra

The EU should give the food aid to Eritrea but there must be strong
controlling mechanisms if really wans to hep the Eritrearpeople.

The regime in Amara is brutal and dictatorjaherefore, they can
use it for the military purposeFor example, thauthoritieswill not

give food aid for those families whose children disappeared from the
hands of the Eritrean gernment. They will not alsgive for those
who do not want to attend their political meetings! They did it
before and they will do it now!! We have really enowexperience

of the system and we want to help the poor Eritrean. | know | do not
want to say d not give it aid becaus¢he people are in need and
live a desperate situatioWhat about the people prisonwho have
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been pro democracyPo we forget them?They said to Issais
enough ienough!

Monday, 23 February, byElias

Sofia Tesfamariam, youramment could have earned some benefit
of the doubt ifonly you stayed anonymouH. puzzles me whya
woman of your age have go this lgust to appease a killer regime
against your own peopleWhat a self servingoldie you are.
Patheti¢

Tuesday, 24 Febrary, by ASMEROM

The people of Eritrea expect the international community, especially
the European countries and the United States to stand on the side of
justice, basic human rights, freedom to worship, to speak, to write,
etc. Indeed, weee that they havinstitutions that keep a watchful
eye on the governments so they
their people.When it comes to Africans, these valussddenly
become unimportant and staying friendly with the government of
the day takeprecedence. s a shame!! If the EU approves this aid
package and funds the Eritregno v e r n bogus tdeévelopment
projects, Eritreans will suffer even more in the hands of a
strengtheneappressivaregime. We beg you not to give money to
this government. Youmay thirk that somehow the people will
benefit from the projectsThe truth is, the government is using the
youth as slaves to build roads. thecky ones are paid less than
US$30 per month and the governmenill give you a financial
report that shows it paid eimgers an exorbitant amount of money
and Mr. Louis Michel will buy it and approve the next tranche of
disbursement, and so it widbntinue. This is not only wasteful but it

is not fair to European tax payers. Shame ong/dll

Tuesday, 24 February, by M.Woldemariam
Translate that money into direct food instead of givirigat way. It
will go straightinto PFDJ coffers ande used for buying arms.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tedros

The EU yet again is trying to consolidate the suffering of Eritreans
by funding the dictator of Eritrea. The people of Eritrea are lidng
modern times slavery. the EU truly want to help Eritrean people
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it should do so by denying aid to the dictator of Eritrea and find
waysto deliver aid onlyto the needy people. Eritresimside Eritrea

are now living in a hell, starving to death. The aid that EU gives to
the Eritrean government is helping the government to starve the
people andsupportits generald luxury way of life in order to
protectits reign

Tuesday, 24 February by Merhawi Andeab

Yes, giving money to the regime of Isaias Afowerki would send a
very strange message. Namely, that the EU does not care about
development, democracy and human rights. Please be wise and side
with suffering people of Eritrea. The people meed youassistance,

no doubt. But giving money t@n unaccountable regime is no
ASSISTANCE at all. Ask the government to be accountabla
substantial way otherwise find another way of distributing
emergency assistance to the hungry people. Andh wasal all the
success and reward of your efforts. Merhawi A

Tuesday, 24 February, by Daniel Tewolde

It is noble to assist people and countries in need of aid. Those who
left their country should be ashamed to use aid for political ends.
People in Eritreaneed help and the time is NOW. | support giving
aid to Eritrea and other countries that are working hard to change
their living standard.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tesfay

The EU ha not helped nor will help Eritrean citizens as sushch
aid is bogus toustify apolitician at EU office Maybe itis better to
help Isaia as authoritarian regimes are @Kvoid chaosWhat can
we say, it will remain you desk theory. Whetheru help such a
brutal dictator with aid or not, itwill not stop us, Eritreans, to
remove Isaias It will cost us money and blood to fighior our
constitutional and good governance. ThistaelEU is pledging will
add more cost to our struggle as the uneleatedemocratic
igermnmen 0 wi | | buy weapahbutitwidlnat r ash ou
change the end of the succe$his will become anothecase for
pursuing your agendanot to the real democratic development in
Eritrea butto some thing elsewhich is not clearly known taany.
God is with us, Eritreans.

Pagel|42



Tuesday, 24 February, by Mbses Yonas

| ama 12 years old Eritrean boy currently residing in US. EU if you

are blind to the Eritrean Governmeldt me tell you the truthl.am

able to learn this from my father
Democracy and Justice (PFDJ) remditlee sole permittegolitical

party in Eritrea. The Eritrean government made no announcement of

any steps towards mujpiarty elections as required hifie 1997

Constitution. No opposition activity or criticism of the government

was tolerated, and no indepdent norgovernmentalorganization

was allowed. Constitutional protection against arbitrary detention

and guarantees of fi f r e eofl @pmionp f cons
movement , assembly and organizatior
media remained banned.

Tuesday, 24 February, byK haled
| feel thatthe EU wants the dictator to build new jails fBritreans
and thaksfor that.

Tuesday, 24 February, byHarerta

This latest step bthe EU, masked under the pretenco f fiai d f or
Eritrean pe ouytéraisrésped oo mos only its sown

human rights principles, but also for human lives in general. The EU

policy with regards to human rightst at e s : i Hu man r
democracy and the rule of law are core values of the European

Union. Embedded in its fouinty treaty, they have been reinforced

by the adoption of a Charter of Fundamental Rights. Countries

seeking to join the EU must respect human rights. So must countries
which have concluded tradmitreand ot he
under dictator Isaiads a country that lacks the most rudimentary

forms of human rights, let alone democracy and rule of TewveEU

doesndt have to go to Eritighsea to fi
violations. Its shores are swept by droves of Eritrean citizens who

risk their lives to seek refuge from the big prison tEaitrea is

under Isaias. Louis Michel dhe EU, by continuously acquiescing

to the BRUTAL dictator of Eritrea, has been doing a great disservice

to the Eritrean people and to the European tax payers itihtately

mustshoulder the burden of the-soa |l | ed fiai d. o0 Aid wil
the Eritreanpeople, or any other people that live under dictatorship

for that matter. Instead, it will only serve to providematerial
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lifeline to decaying regimes such astlof IsaiasThe EU must stop
enabling dictators and ignoring the
about timethe EU lives up to its promise of safeguarding human

rights and promoting democracy throughout the world!

Tuesday, 24 February, bySaga
If you dnot wa nt Hriteean peeglepget trichaf this
dictatorship regime so stop funding the tortures.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Fenan

I am an Eritrean recently forced to leave my beloved country
because of fear of persecution. Personally, what | femlitaihe so

called Eritrean Government is a bunch of idiots with a lunatic at the

top who have irreversibly damaged the dream of a young ratidon

its hard working and decent people. What we are now witnessing is

a regime in its final course of downfall dsuse of its suicidal

policies and irresponsible actions. For me giving this amount of
money to the Eritrean Government will merely serve a life support

for t he regi me and we shoul dnot
Government is allowed to stay in peky the hnocent lives that are

lost ormade suffer in the secret prisons is high. No single penny will
trickle down to the peopl e. I used
I know exactly why the Government evicted literally all of them. It

was just to eliminate neral/reliable implementing agents the

ground so that donor countries will be left with the option of
pumping their money to the Government. Sdhié EU gives this

moneyto this dictatorship, it will be just like rescuing a monster to

keep on its rampze.

Tuesday, 24 February, byHakegnaEritrean
Pleasestop hurting us cer and over, by helping the m&tar.Do not
give him a pennyputinstead take him tthel C C.

Tuesday, 24 February, by TEKIE

What is the aim of th&U for giving such aid to the diator and
egoistic crazyssayadifeworki? It is known ewery single penny will
be spent b the military. He will be empowered to crush and
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kneel down the Eritrean peoplesupport your aid but you should
have some controllingmechanism. You should make reu
everything is going to the people riotthe military.

Tuesday, 24 February, byBaitkaray

When it comes to giving aid to one of the most brutal African
dictators, we should ndte shy from telling the truth and informing

the EU what dangerous effectiet act of enriching the brutal
Eritrean dictator would have on the Eritrean people and how that
dangerous act contradicts witts democratic rhetoric and the
genuine values of the European taxpayers. It should be cl¢lae to
clueless EU leadership thdtety should learn that they are going to
reward his behavior of vigorously repressing dissent and
systematically looting his country by laundering millions of dollars
in government funds to his overseas bank accounts. If |thme

the benefit of doubt, Would say that the clueless EU leadership is
too naive to see that African dictators learned howné&mipulate
foreign governments and financial institutions to obtain resources
that help them brutalize their peoples. The Europeapayers
should know thenot more than-80 cents out of each dollar of aid
will actually reach the recipients, while about 90 caritsach dollar

will be spent to suppress freedoms and liquidate democratic forces.
How do they allow their money to be usedkith, kidnap, tortue,
conspire and brutalize a people struggling for their human dignity?
Few decades ago, the European colonikept us in total darkness,
and today, the EU is intending to send money to sabotage our
struggle foradignified life; a matter which isot less damaging and
criminal in nature than what their ancestors had done to us as
Africans. We are against nobody; we are witlrselves. Please,
leave us alone, if you cannot understand that respect for human
rights is a global responsibility. As much as thetator is to blame

for what he would do with the money to brutalize his people, so is
the EU for giving him the tool to use agaim$ people. However,
history will be merciless on the EU if they do what we fear.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Berhane Adhaom

The EU should not provide Aid to the regime in Eritrea because it is
a dictatorial regime that has blocked the implementatiorthef
constitution, arrested thousands of critics and political opponents,
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including top government and liberation movementdkrs,
students, elderly citizens, and journalists. None of the prisoners have
been taken to court, charged or triddetaineesare usuallynot
informed of the accusations made against them, they have no right
to defendthemselve®r be legally representeshd have neecourse

to an independent judiciary to challergfgusef their fundamental
rights. Any Aid provided to the regime would be udedfurther
repress the population. Please do not do it.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Baldonga

The EU has been irrpensible in tracking human rights records ever

since, but giving aid to a repressive government in the nartteeof
Eritrean people is an outrage. Let ¢
individual; we are dealing with a country without a constitution,

holding in hostage itsown people, arresting ministers, ordinary

citizens just for voicing their opinioWhatveris the motive of the

EU, I am confusedit is out ofits mind This aid is going to hurt the

Eritrean people, think it over and do the right thing.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Mohamed Said

The government of Eritrea is not much different than that of the Red
Khmers in CambodiaTens of thousandsf innocent people are

missing. Arbitrary killing is common. t8rvation is part of the

regime policy. Ther count r y 6 s constitution i s
churches and Koranic schools are closed. The economy is controlled

by the only party in the country. Human right abuses are the worst in

the continent. In a nutshell, the Eritreans need food and medical
assistancebut please make sure that you are directly involved, i.e.
dondt gigoewmnment. t o t he

Tuesday, 24 February, by Beraki

Stop cajoling with dictates. When did the EU succeedo win
dictators by negotiation? The Eldid plan to the dictator in Eritrea
is against the principles dhe ACP- EU Cadonou Agreement. The
dictator in Eritrea never believes in dialogue and this has been
evidenced by the international community (UN, AU, human rights
organizations) How the EU wantsto convince thisdictator is
ridiculous. The EU - Aid plan amountingto 122m is not for
development but for more human rights violation in Eritidaw
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can development come while o@e people are in prison? The
Eritrean people are in prison todayhe EU Aid plan to Eritrea is
againstthe principles ofthe ACP-EU agreementhat restricts such
aid to consistently gross human rights violatofbie regime in
Eritrea is well known andecorded as the worst human rights
violators.The Eritrean people have been callioghe international
community that the aid is noteaching tle people but is just
elongating their suffering under the iron grip of the police state of
oneman rule.The EU knows well thisuffering but ignores ifThe
Eritrean civil society iad political organizations urgehe EU
Commission to suspend this assistance iamdstigate the situation
of human rightwiolationsin Eritrea beforet takesa wrong decision
that contradicts the principlesf ACP- EU agreements. Sincerely,
Human rights activist

Tuesday, 24 February by Hagos Michael
It is not aid rather disaster!

Tuesday, 24 February, by Berhane Teddy

It is not certain whether the EU will grant the -@aarkedmoney to

| sai as (odreelvds theref i rm Isuch thing as Eritrean
government). Buone thing is ertain for suredlsaias has shown
absolute contempt to anything and everything which includes the
EU. As a result, perhaps now, anyone with a trace of ability to think
outside the box in the EU quarters can understand horitrean
people have been triea under the dictator. Yeah, go ahead EU,
give him the money, he will just show you more conteart insult

you harder.

Tuesday, 24 February, byTimnit
Simply irresponsible!

Tuesday, 24 February, byZelalem

Really surprising! How could such a very demmatic andwell-
known regional organization allocate suah amount of aid money
for a brutal governmentalready fading out to add time to its very
badrule?
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Nur Edin

Giving financial aid to the EPFDineansweakeningdemocratic
opposition and encouraging repression in Eritrea. One would not
oppose delivering food aid, but granting financial aidhis regime

is totally misplaced. People like isa have only one thing mind.
They do everything to remain in power and rule. g aim they
would sacrifice everything except their life. Wplead to the
responsible people in the Europe&mion to reconsider their
decision. Please remain loyal to your principles of democracy and
rule of law. Please let the Eritrean people removeregsion and
lawlessness angelstablishdemocracy.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Ibrahim Tada

Really, it is very strange to complain of illegal immigratian the
sametime assisting dictators who petpge crimes that forces
peopleto escape from their couigs. Yes, it is strange to complain
of piracy while supporting the pirate of the Horn of Africa, and
inviter o f terror suspected forores.
democracy, human rights, multiparty, free press, freedom of
expression ancdaccountabity while helping a dictator who has
turned Eritrea into a big prison; a dictator who openly refutes all the
legacies ofthe civilized worl® | earnestly appeal to the European
Union to direct their help to the Eritrean youth and people who are
suffering in the refugee camps in Eastern Sudan and Northern
Ethiopia, and to the Eritrean Parties and Organizations which are
struggling for democracy, human rights, peace and stability in
Eritrea and the region.

Tuesday, 24 February, by H. T. Michael

Please EUdo not prolongthe suffering of the innocent Eritrean
peopleby providng funds to the CRIMINAL REGIMEof Isayas.
The ONLY beneficiary of your aid to Eritrea is Isayas and his
cronies. Today throughout of the poor country you see ravat
heartbreakingtaies of hunger andestitute The life of this regime
should be SHORTENED BY ALL MEANS. EU, PLEASBO
NOT BE ON THE SIDE OF ISAYAS BUT ON THE SIDE OF
THE DOWN TRODEN.
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Biniam

It is strangenot only giving the aid but thinking abbil. This will
only help to prolong the suffering anaisery of the people of
Eritrea at the hands of the bloothirsty maniac Issayas and his
thugs.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Hagos Temesgen

EU please! How come that youearewarding a dictator, who is

killing his own people almost every single d&? ease dc&aonbt gi
penny tothis irresponsiblegovernment. Instead, use all means in

your powerto end thesuffeling of the Eritrean people from this

dictatorial regimeThanks

Tuesday, 24 February, by Cheren
EU must not gi veoraBygdvingad, tlheresut r ea b s ¢
is clear EU prolonged Eritrean dictatorship and totalitarianism.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Ahmed Abdelrehim

This is a slapn the face of tax paying EU citizens and it is a
condemnatio of Eritrean citizens to more torture and oppression.
The EU must be more responsible than this. Let alone having a right
to speak, the Isayas regime has starved the Eritrean people. EU
money isguaranteed to go to strengthening the grip to power and
will give Isayas more time to oppress Eritrea ... no meaningful
developmentno stability, no security ... and no hope for Eritreans
will result from this. EU please be responsible.

Tuesday, 24 February, by USA

Sending funds to the dictatorship is grosslgsponsible and border

line criminal. The regime is literally holding thegplehostageand

you are attempting to give this hostage taker some space to breathe.
If you do a little homework it will be clear that this moneyo n 6 t
ease the suffering of tHeritreanpeople. It makes me wonder if the

EU has some other possible less honorable motives bedidety.
Eritrean refuges are flooding your continent. You should ask some

of these new arrivals what they think about giving moteyhe
peofe they justbarely escaped.
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Berhe

The EU should stop teasing the dictator Afeorki and send him a
clear message. It is sad to see that the worlddngsttenthe people

of Eritrea and has given their plight a deaf ear. When | see the media
coverage of Zimbabwe, | wonder why nothing is said about the
massive violation of human rights in Eritrea.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Mesfin Fitwi

Thanks for the opportunity to forward our point of view. As an
Eritrean, | have never been given any chanaggwe my opinion. To
come to thgoint,t he EUO&s p de¢ Dictatoriak regma of d s

Eritrea is hardly understandablé t 6 s i undemacraticand
finally a hostile act to thEritreanpeople.

Tuesday, 24 February, byHenok

What??? What a paradokhe EU has been acsing this dictatorial
regime ofigniting war with its neighboursDjibouti, Ethiopia, and
total absencef freedom of speech, free press, constitution and basic
human rights. But now, they are rewarding the dictatorial regime
Eritrea for this. Whathypocrisy? EU, please you have to know that
you are giving this money to the regime so that it continues
terrorizing its people and launchirgnother round of war on its
neighbaurs. EU should know that they are not giving a penny to the
pemle of Eritrea.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Awallom
Surprisingto hear such a strange deed

Tuesday, 24 February, by Yohannes Belay

Louis MICHEL, European Commissioner, for development and
humanitarian aid and responsititer rewarding suctan amount of
morey

to DIA should be asked one questias it because ohis personal
friendship to the Dictator that he is showing a blind eye to the
suffering peopleof Eritrea by handing him millions of EurPoThe
contributor countriesvill not be amusedo seetheir money used to
entertain Dictators instead of bringing them inthe rule of Law,
free press, transparent judicial law and democra@m an Eure
Eritrean and will askthis question to the Europearartament
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representing my countrgnd urge every one to dthe same, it is
absolutely beyond ne ds compr e henanmissionisshy t he
rewarding Worlddéds top dictator.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Michael $aac

AA FRIEND I N NEED I S A FRheEND | N DE
for understandingthe real situation and policpf our honest

government. | hope one day (hopefullydriew years) you will be

proud and happy with what you are doing toddplike the USA,

you are doing your best fail people and governments watlt pre

conditiors. That gives a chance to those whanwto be selfeliant.

God bless EUand Eritrea. | wish all the best to the Government of

Eritrea to make usef year 2009 as a turning point for theming

years.

Tuesday, 24 February, by TEK G:

If the EuropeanUnion goes ahead and gives 2200,0000 ® th
Eritrean regime at this moment in tinvee can only assume that the
EU is infact trying to inject a lifesupportsystem to the dictator and
all this talk about human rights isbéuff on the part of the EUThe
commentby Olle Schmidtthat he does notriow where the aid
moneyis used is an example of hadwypocritical somepoliticians
can be.As a Swedishpolitician he must have had a first hand
experienceon thehumanrights issue in EritredOn the one hand we
have the Swedish that tell us that they f@e@up with the way the
Eritrean government’s handlingts citizens and here comedr.
Schmidts who says he does not know where it is goildR
Schmidts knows better than th&te knows that the dictator spends
most of the money he gets his hands on to, drain and feed
Ethiopian Somaliand SudanesésurgentsThe dictatorbelieveshe
can stayin power only by creating chaoc&NY attempt by the EU to
help Isayas should be seen as proof that the EU itself is satisfied
with the present status qudhe Eritrean people are not the
beneficiariesof suchaid. On the contrary thisnoneywill help the
tyrantto do whathelikes with impunity.”

Tuesday, 24 February, by Hamid Kabashai

In short the financial aid to the Eritrean Regime is a REAL CRIME
It is nothhg elsebut a CRIME,becausesuch money will never be
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used to improve social or economical lifehis moneyis going to be
used in building more prisons and momeapons to punish the
innocent Eritrean peopl&U please look before you lend your hand
to the cruel regime in Erea.l would never hesitate considering this
moneyis going to be used to comndtcrime against the Eritrean
people. It is Crime to lend hand to the Murderelsaias Afwerqi.
EU please stop playing such dirty games with the Eritygzople.
Take the mjht action by offering such aitb the people who can
benefit from it. This money will be used for torturing, arresting,
killing, denying basic rights and purchasimgre weapons. Hey EU
you are participating in a crime against humariiyt your declared
values dondét sugngeavort such a devilis

Tuesday, 24 February, by Helen
EU stop helping AlShabab (AlQaeda) by supporting Isaias
Afeworki. Isaias is a terrorist!

Tuesday, 24 February, by Haile Kiflai

The EU is encouraging the rirean leaders to buy more guns

instead of more food in order to kill their own people, promote

slaveryin the 21st century, build more prison centers and arrest

more innocentpeople and extend the eagerly expected time of the

birth of press, speech andgsembly in Eritrea for unlimited time.

EU, pl ease dondt abiggergriee atBheicdstroe ans t o
others likeSomalis and Sudanese. Please note that we will judge

your action at a later day, whehis cloudy and foggy season will be

over.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Aybelnando

The EU bureaucrats should be sued in the world courheHague

for abetting and prodding through their so called AID to the fascistic
government of Isaias Afwerki, head of a thuggish mafiaka the
Eritrean government. Reir misguided benevolence is resultiimg
enslaving the Eritrean people. No question about it. By bringing a
law suit against these arrogant Europeans, only widnthese no
good EU bureaucrats stop meddling in shoring a sinking ship which
is becoming nbearable to the Eritrean people inside antside
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Tuesday, 24 February, by Haile Kiflai

Dear Eritrean brothers and sisteffhe EU is encouraging the
Eritrean leaders to buy more guns instead of more food in order to
kill their own people, promote slary in the 21st century, build

more prison centers and arrest mionmeocentpeople and extend the
eagerlyexpected time of the birth of press, speech and assembly in
Eritrea for unlimited time. As Eritreans, this is the right time that we
need to be a voie f or the voiceless who
someone is rewarding their leaders for being abiedaw. EU,
pleased o n 6 t force &gréatempreeaat the dost of p ay
others like Somalis and Sudanese. Please note that we will judge
your action at later day, when this cloudy and foggy seasdinbe

over.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Edin Nur

This is a regime which imposed itself on the Eritrean people and is
doing everything to rule indefinitely. In Eritrea one can not even
worship God in a mannet seens to him or her proper. One needs
permission from the governmend pray orhe riskshis life. Dear
European Union do not finance repression. EritreanBiasporas
have refusedto make remittance, pfdj is noweakened Please,
please do not financélictatorship. You could provide Eritrean
people with food and grain, but do namit cash. Even nowe
must be making deals to buy bombs with the money you have
promised him. Please let us alone. We will remove this mori3ter.
not interfere!!'He is alnost falling down.

Tuesday, 24 February, byY afet

The Member of Parliamenin Swedensaid the aid will send some
strangemessage to the dictator but still the money is going to the
dictator. Have you ever heardabouta country with no constitution
or no paliamentmeeting? It is time consumingas well ashard to
believe if one starts to writaboutthe situationand life in a very
tiny and poor country in the world&ritrea | have heard and read
aboutsomecharactes of politicians which is alwags strang to hear
and readWhatis the definition ofsafeguardindiuman righs, is it
giving funds to sponsoracs of terrorism.Thereis no worseterror
action in the world thairitrea.In Eritreait is not tnusual to see all
kinds of peoplefor different reasos in prison.If you want to findan
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age ranggou can findit from the age of 15 till the age of 90, if you
wantpolitical opinionto takeasthe reasorof imprisonment youan

find a woman from the small village who does not have a clue of
politics as wdl asthe memberof the cabinet ministeMuslims and
Christiars are both vuterable toharshtreatment So no need of
saying exceptthe EU isvery happy about thEritreanmisery life.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Negasi

Dear Commissioners: It is really sad see tax payer money sent to
a rogue and terror regime of Mr lIsaias Afewerki who is the
Godfather of Somali Pirateand founder ofthe terrorist Somali
organizaton AShabab group. Mr . |l sai as Afe
only one of the most repressive gernn this world, but it is also ¢
source of mstability in the Horn of Africa. What the European
Commission should do is to furtle International Criminal Court
(ICC) to bring Mr. Isaias Afeweki for alleged werimes in Eritrea,
Sudan, Somalia and Etpia to court How can the people of
Europe, who under the rule of law and democraticalgcted
governments are enjoying their freedoms and civil liberties without
distinction of any kind, such as race, color, genldgrguage, belief,
political opinion, social origin or other status, ydund this terror
regime is for meincomprehensiblePlease use yowense and stop
funding this rogue and terror regime of Mr Isaias Afewerki

Yours sincerely, Negasi

Tuesday, 24 February, byMr. B erhe

In the first phce, is the aid plan based on moral obligation or it is a
right? So | would love to say thank youo the European
Commissionfor shouldering your moral obligatiorOn the other
hand Eritrea as a new proud country has never beérerg the
appropriate polital and economicasupport For examplethe EU
would have never been concerned in giving aidt i€ould have
discharged itsesponsibilityof pressuring=thiopiato take its EEBC
verdict as is witnessed by the EUAIgeria. Eritrean people and the
govenment are not separable Bpirit and practicality oftheir
development despite the frustrating no peace no war pofithe
Ethiopiaregime.Economicallythe EU has mixed economic aspect
with politics and thus could nateceive Eritreansexports iefish
production.Last butnotleastl would advise the EU to giVieritreaa
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particularspace a# is different fromother Africa nationsin terms
of its selfreliance principles and policies.Of course there is no
country inAfrica much more corruption fredaanEritrea Example
every citizen would feel theesources arappreciaéd onthe ground.
Researchby neutral organizationsand the UN agencies would be
best sources for evidencExample who, UNICEF, UNDP, FAO,
etc..Eritreansare the much closer ondgewards theMillennium
Goalk.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Henok

| cand believewhat | am reading. Thank you EU for giving money
to a small African Country who has struggled to survive thue
natural and man mad causes. The man made causes being the most
regponsible for the current situation. For some reasonwibréd is

once again turning against Eritrea or ignoritsgplight. Ethiopia is
allowed tosabotageour hard wonindependencend threaten our
security through force, yet some people who claim t&Ebgeans

fail to see this very fundamental fact. Eritrea veslt an unfair
card, let us have peace and develop and you will see more
development in the political / democratic sector. STOPYING

TO OVERTHROW A GOVERNMENT (SIMPLY BECAUSE
THINGS ARE NOT HEERFECT IN THAT COUNTRY) BY
STARVING AND FRUSTRATING THE PEOPLE WHILE THAT
VERY SAME GOVERNMENT IS DOING ITS BEST TG-EED

THE PEOPLE, DEFEND THE BORDERS ANDHEYELOP THE
COUNTRY. | CANT BELIEVE THE IGNORANCE | HAVE
READ ON ALL THOSE POSTS. PEOPLE, PLEASE TNK!
PLEASE USE YOUR HEADS!

Tuesday, 24 February, by Sasenaim

If the aid goes directly to the needy, to the poor Eritreans and you

can control it, it is OK to send the aid and save life; othergiigag

money to a dictator like that in Eritrea is simplgying with the tax
payers6 money. | f you centtofling have a
where the money goes, then stop sendingdtis familiar with the

behaviorof dictator Isayas, you will never knowhere the money

goes. He is going to buy weapons to kit own imprisoned people,

to kill his enslaved young when trying &scape and to destabilize

his neighbours. I f you stdevilish donodt
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dictator you are dealing with, the answer is the young Eritreans
coming, among other conéints, to Europe. Ask the nengfugees.
The Eritrean people will never bditefrom this money. Your quiet
diplomacy has miserably failed. Your engagement bkasply

spoiled him even mor e. Pl ease donéH
more Eritreans. Stop das8ng him to continue the killingnd if you
donodt , history will judge you as pa

European Union has to isolate him and his officiels.even sends

his sick officials as refugees and when they are accepted as refugees,
they get the treatment they need and when tietywell, they go

back to Eritrea to continue the killing and that way they thank their
boss, the dictator Isayas. This has happegeile recently in
Germany.

Tuesday, 24 February, byDembelas
To give moneymeans to givehe green light to buy gun So give
food instead oMmoney

Tuesday, 24 February, by A.Osman

Has Isayas managed to blackmail the EU, by teasing their moral
obligation to reduce the suffering that he is purposely causing or is

there apolict o prol ong dictatorship and e
deatt? Well if the EU decides to pour that kind of money to the

dictator, therit s h o u kexpattd&titreans to bgrateful actually we

will consider it as adding salt to the wound.

Tuesday, 24 Februay, by Michael

The word dialogue is not in the vocabulary Dfctator Isaias

Afwerki. So why isthe EU sending him millions oEuro® What

for? To conmit genocide against Eritrean people. Where is your

mor al compass EU? Pl easesuchasn 6t hel
Isaias andhis cousin Melles Zenawi of Ethiopia. These two
characters are hard core Marxists in a sheep skin and have fooled

their people fotoo long. As far as Eritreans are concerned no more
deception by their home grown oppressor. At least édeknows

how to doubletalk and looks like a democrat on paper. Forget

Isaias, whatever white matter he had inside his cranium has
degenerated due to héexcessive love of the bottle. He is taking

smal | Eritrea down with hithe. Donodt
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Eritrean people by sendirfym hard currency which will be spent

on weapons and meddling in neighboi ng count-+ri eso

hence more destabilizing tife whole Horn of Africa.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tedros
Where is the core value of Europeanidh on democracy, human

rights and libertyl n one of EUG6s docutment s

be sent to any country, that country should respect the basic rights of
its people.But | d o n 6 tthats$nekgitrea. Is it another double
standard to disregard tHeritrean Goernmend s responsibleand
immoral actions? Ibelieve ifthe EU sends aid to
Gowvernmet this will validatethe torture andharassmenthis brutal
regime has been doing f&O long. | hope all these comments will

hit some of theMEPs nerves.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Tahir

It is a crime against humanity, therpetuatingof the suffering of
our peopl e, and stifling of the
united oppositions (political parties, civil societies, key
personalitig, etc), if such aid is to go to this illegal government of
Issias.

Tuesday, 24 February, by Abdella

This is one of the wat regimes in Africaworsethan the regime in
Zimbabwe that gets so much attention from\ttest. At least there
was some room fothe opposition before the coalition government
was formed. There was some degree of pfessdom, youcould
see the formeoppositionleader been beaten on TV. Thousands
have been in prison for years in Eritrea undappalling
circumstances Their loved @es do not know about their
whereabouts. There is no private press. There is no freedom of
movement even inside the towns, you need to have a pé&mitiea
continues to be a haven for all those who want to destaliize
region and it is very strangappalling and inhumanéor the EU to
support such a regime. Shame on'you

Tuesday, 24 February, by Eritrawi Ziega

The issues of human and civil rights are noble issues. But these
noble terms mean NOTHING to people on empty stomachs! Those
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who accuse thig over nment canot have it bo
have their cake and eat it as well. On the one hand they are saying

the people are in dire situations while at the same time they want to

deny them aid. These fAoppositiono e
minds.Either they have got to be true nationalist opposition, and try

to get some traction with the Eritrean people or simply vaimih

thin air! The choice is theirs. No sane minded Eritrean would join

them in calling for depriving the PEOPLE OF ERITREA

Inter nati onal Ai d! May God/ AMdrweah save
know already, what our enemies wish us! Eritrawi Ziega.

Tuesday, 24 February, byZegonfo
Stopyour help peaseto the dictatorial administration

Tuesday, 24 February, by eteran Fighter

lamf ur i oRngapemernt !fi! ! What a |Itahese excuse
people know that the dictator does not understand the concept or

even the meaning aéngagementMe has been in power for 18

years, and it has never even crossed his mind to engage his people,

leave alone neighbours, and world organizations, even the UN. If

the EU really wantgo helpthe Eritrean peoplethey should not

extendhis brutal rule by funding his regime. Instead, the EU should

kick out a | lambadsalossd i @tnalt obrabne r [@iss mi
from visiting their countries.

Tuesday, 24 February, byHarerta

Henok,youar e presenting the same and ti
for at |l east the past 1O0follguengr s. But
events in the country you claim to love more thaost us, the

opposition, theEritreanpeople (especially the youtig notbuying

your excuses. They are leaving in droves. Guess which country they

have been migrating to?m&tfatourOPI A. N
young people are so out of touch thatytiheve chosen to risk their

lives to run to the armgf the country (Ehiopia)thathas caused all

their mi series. The r edeyanethat i s t ha:
has prevented the Isaias regime from implemerttiegconstitution,

allowing free speeclelectonsand mul ti party governa
Ethiopia that has imprisoned our independerroes and press

personalities indefinitely. It s not Et hiopia t ha
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hostage for the dAcr i mEtsiopiatiafis t hei r
holding ou youth in the trench indefinitely, with the pretext of the
border i ssue. It ds n edonoBytthvth@ pi a t h
ground by not allowing free markahdso on so forth. As you can

see from this forum, those of you who believe Itbe@ias regime s

the Eritrean peoplebds wel fare at he

Tuesday, 24 February, by Goita

Dear European Parliament, Sorry for your help foe Fascist
Dictator of Eritrea. Inthe 19500 you where helping Negus Haile
Selassie of Ethiopia and Is successor Dictator Menghisténd
today you are helping Fascist Isayas. Please stop helping this
dictator and helpEritrean people. You haveeen our young
generation is ruming out of Eritrea and coming all over European
countries To stop thigproblemof refuges and stop all the wahe is
fabricating he should go den. He is using the Famine to kneel
down our people. FOR ONCE IN YOUR LIFE PLEASE HELP
THE PEOPLE OF ERITREA. Yours, Gogo

Tuesday, 24 February, byM ekonen

On my way what | want to inforrthe donors is that they have to
have a means of auditing He aid is going to help those whoffer.
Otherwise it would be a big mistake in history to help the dictator of
Eritrea by donation from innocent working people in Eurapthis
recession time

Tuesday, 24 February, by MANJUR

Dear Eritreans of all walks of life, | am sure we concerned citizens
are shocked to read this news. This is how the Western nations
deliberately destroyed our people in the past. We have a read history
that thebloodiestdictators in many African countries haservived

in power by the support of the Western nations. History is repeating
itself again and again. This financial aid is a delibeeatieagainst

our poor people andas nothing to do with the pooEurope,
MAKE NO MISTAKE AGAIN AND AGAIN.

Wednesday, 25 February, by Arrefaine Tewelde

| would like to ask for those Eritreans above all outside their
country What kind of human being are you not to say the truth,
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whatis happening in our countryHow can you cover gur eyes
and ears bySALAMI? Remember that you arbleeding your
people the same as yoommrad Dog Essaias. Enoughasough, itis
time to pulloff your masksThe EU hasto stop the so called AID to
the people of Eritrealf you do so, it will beused agmst the people,
S0 myquestionis: What is your real purpose to give the money to
this cruelgovernment oEritrea?Do you wantus to live for decades
as the people of Congo unddpbutu?And see nowadays theesult
in Congq thanks to you for holding ai€tator in that country for
more than 40 years against his people andyéar singleinterest
the country is devastatedihis is only one exmple from many. So
EU Hands offfrom helping a dictator in owountry ERITREA ot
far every thing will changeni our country in gositively way, so |
invite you to come then through the domt as you would like to do
now through the window. | thank you

Wednesday, 25 February, by Semere

Irresponsible ofthe EU Commission! Desthe Commission care for
the wellbeing of the Eritrean People? What is the purpose of
empowering dictator Isayas? As &U citizen | demandEU to
revoke thigdecision It is absurd!

Wednesday, 25 February, by Ahmed
Stop killing Eritrean people by helpifgjctatorisayas Afworki!!

Wednesdy, 25 February, by Thomas

Giving 122 million euro to this uelected government is the worse
Human Rights abuse the EU can commit against the people of
Eritrea as it will give the Eritrean Government more power to yet
oppress the people and continue tonadt atrocities. If the EU ges
through with this plan of funding the murderous regiiteill have
blood on itshands and th&ritreanpeople will, and shouldnever
forgive it (them?) for elongating their suffering.

Wednesday, 25 February, by TM Araya

EU, please adhere to the Cotto Agreement and withhold this
funding to the oppressive regime of Eritrea. Most Eritreans with a
conscience do not believe the money would be used to alleviate the
conditions of the neglected citizens of Eritrea.
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Wednesday 25 February, by M eseley

As an EU refugeel am herebecause of inhimanedi ct at c
handletowardsits own people | amaso called refugee of EU not of

financial crisesEU it is the time to let him be challenged by the

people If you reinforce him nowof course it is addingo the

judgmentday ofthe people(morepainfully time).

Wednesday, 25 February, by Eritrean Observer

Despite my disagreements with the Eritrean government, | fully
support the EUa&bhanddretheidevélopmenttworksg i v e
in Eritrea. The only one thing | aske EU is to make sure to audit

at the level of cents where the money was spent. Neither any coin
shouldbe diverted for few corrupt individuals nor should any coin

be diverted for weapons or military purpose. As E&trs we should

in fact be gratefuto the EU and encourage other nations to give

hand in development works so long as auditing is maintained

properly.

Wednesday, 25 February, by Tefetro Selah

If the European intentions are honorable, then it shouldesiiem
well to moderate this donation, with respect to its usage, taethe
last penny (pound). Has it ever been documented anywhere that
foreign aid has been administered into the hand&fiaan people
and NOT to their corrupt government? The soluticemd not a
simple matter.... is true and lasting solidarity amoriggtrean,
Ethiopian, Djiboutian, SomalianSudaneseKenyan, and Ugandan
people.Africa has everything it needs withifrica itself. Anything
less will bare the same sour fruit of dag which has poisoned our
people for far too long. We can start with tReitrean/Ethiopian
mind-set. If you perceive that theeis an enemy, your sisters and
brothers will continue to be that enenBeaceOpportunityWealth
Empowerment Revolution A ueitiHorn or nothing at all.

Thursday, 26 February, by Eritrean Poet, by the human rights
issue is poltics and spin not reailty

Wow it seems everybody under the sun has nadepinion on
Eritrea All | see are many disgruntdepower hungry Eritrean
oppositon groups in heremaking negative comments of course to
support their idea of what Eritrea shodidled by their PartySo it
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comes down to politics andpinsto them not the reality of the
situation or the majority voice of Eritreanbroad and at homeho
support thelssays Aferikowi led governmentl say that figure is
about 85 % for the current governmehtow wheredo all these
disproportionate comments come from easy
http://www.awatecom/portal/content/view/5081/2/ This website
was created by a disgruntled Eritrean opposition patgy decied

to tell all their followerswhich are very limitedt h at 6they why
have no power on the ground avhere in the worldexcept cyber
world ewen there poll votes have hard times winning outright
support for their party.Then the other category of negative
comments are coming from ndrEritreans i.e. foreignensho have
either been misisformed of the current situation in Eritrea who

are moivated by other reasonwtally conflicting with Eritread s
progresswho knowswhat their real intentions drényway | hear
stories of human righabusesbut where is the proof of thisThe
numbers have to be sufficient enough to make a claim of human
right abusesJustbecauseave believe one Eritrean person is missing

in Eritreg it does not add up to human right abuses [afur.

Even then &ew other questiamhave to be asked to call it human
rights abusesin that case, i0 peopleareenough tharall Europe

and America would have committed human rigabuss. I donot
see what Eritrea is doinguently which is different fronWestern
countries we arrest terrorist criminals and fight to proteabur
borders and countryBut we ¢t labes with negtive comments.
Take notethat we have only been independent for 18 years while
Europe has been for hundreds of years and has committed
horrendouscrimes compared to small Erittede t t h elabeld on 6t
themselvedut insteadthey lie about history when @omes to their
negative bitsAny way godblessEritreaand Isaias Afewerki for its
ideas of goodjovernancet thecurrent time

Thursday, 26 February, by Daniel

Dear EU Parliamentarians, thanks to you who encourage and
support a 122 million Europeancue ncy t o a dictator
allow democracy and democratic governance, a dictator who refuse

to approvethe rule of law (constitution), a dictator who violates
humanity, a dictator who is weknown by kidnapping, arresting,
torturi ng, akdHislownrcigzers in theireovnmuhtry.
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Is there any intended precondition before this amount of money is
transferred onto thel i ¢ t ahands? tHew about thénocent
prisoners who are living in fear adgingin the dungeons? You (the
EU parliamentdans) were crying yesterday whesxome of your
citizens were detained and remained in prison without any charge.
Maybe they were dual citizens and you forgot abdloem

was right when he arresi the higher government officials,
journalists and thousands of studen
their political opinion? Is there any positive developmeriEiitrea

today which is concealed from its people and from the international
community butopen to the EU? | do not think so! Tlsecial,

economical and political situation in Eritrea is w®than ever, there

is nothing newin the country excegt oss and i tés an op
every oné So please take this issue into consideration before you

move to the final decision of ter ansact i allnofyo 6 m sur
understandhat giving this anount of money is an outrage the

Eritrean people and a wrosignal to the dictator. That kind of help

would be appreciated, if we had a popular government.

Thursday, 26 February, by Abraha

I dondét understand why the EU canno
Eritrean people. The EU membeksow certainly that so many
Eritreans are perishing nothe shores of the EU zon€The
Mediterranean Sea), in the Sahara®&¢ Crossing to the Sudand
Ethiopia and other areas. If the EU really cares about the innocent
people of Eritrea, they should enforce an embargo aghi@dtaias
regime, thereby expediting the fall of the brutal regime. Please EU
members do not addn insult to an injury and stopelping this
brutal regimeyou are only prolonging the suffering of the Eritrean
people. By giving money to the brutal Dictator yare continuing

the brutality of the colonial Era.

Thursday, 26 February, by TesfayAradom

Any government has an obligation to keep its citizens safe within a
secure political environment conducive to economic groatid
progress. It also has a duty to protect the territorial integrity and
sovereignty of the nation. That is exactly what the r&ain
government has been doing notwithstanding the unjustified
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harassment and threats by the Bush administration and its support

fortheWeyane regimeds military adventu
that the GOE has been able to demonstrate in food secugith
and education, as attested by wvario

it is my hope that the European Commission will betdistracted

by comments from disgruntled former officials or individuals, both

national andoreign, who have an axe to grinthe preponderance

of Eritreans in theliasporasas well as in the countrghowsvery

well that any assistance will be put to goaske. However, if the

assistance is meant to compromise our national integrity and divert

us from our priorities] am sure thabur collective reply will be

thanks but no thanks. Consistent with our past, we will just march

on by relying on our own human anthterial resources. Needless to

say, succeed wagilll!l awet nodéhafash tesfay arado

Thursday, 26 February, by Hasan Sultan

Helping Eritreanneediestb y  E Udppreciatedas long as they
make sure that the end user of such fuse the people whbave
beenprisonersin their home by the dictator whis still alive and
enjoying threatening his own citizens by the support dfir.
(ERITREAN POET) whais blind or no one from his family been
touchedby thetyrantof the Eritreanmafia.

Friday, 27 February, by lyasu

Some well meaning, albeit naive compatriots are for the aid to be
given to the dictator, and expect the EU to audihow everycent

is spent. First, there is no doubt
has all the credentials of an absolute dictator of the vixgpst just

like Mugabe,Mobutu, Idi Amin etc. An African dictator, like the

one in Eritrea, does not haemy respect for rules ameégulations

leave alone the concepts of transparency and accountability. These
concepts do not exist in the regitmevocabulary.Then, in the
absence of these concepts, how wouldBhbebe able to conduct an

audit. Second, and ost important point is that it isvrong in
principle to fund a regime that terrorizes its people, that does not
have any respect for human rights of its own citizeng,lae ader 0
who rules without constitutions. If the EU goes ahead with its plan

to fund the ruthless dictator, it can only mean that it hasnister
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agenda, ands committinga crime against the Eritrean people for
which the organization has to answssoneror later.

Friday, 27 February, by Gabriel G

EU Policy of Appeasement in the face lnimanitarian disaster in
Eritrea i At a ti me when so mu c h
scientifically, politically and socially, millions of people still face
the misery of extreme poverty, hunger and disease. They have been
forgotten. This is not acceptableofn either a moral or a political
standpoint. We are obliged to respond out of human solidéity,

al so for reasons of gl obal securit
European Commissioner for Development and Humanita&idnlf

we read the above quotatiararefully and relate it to what the
European Commission is currently deliberatinits policy on
providing humanitarian aid to Eritrea sometime in 2009, there seems
to be a missing phrase: financial accountability. The condition
which EU humanitarian diis granted declareéiThe main aim of

this aid is to save and preserve life during emergencies and their
immediate aftermath in natural disasters or conflicts. Humanitarian
aid is based on the core values of humanity and solidarityoaiftd

on the fundenental principles of impartiality, nediscrimination

andi n d e p e nAd a donoe, thé European Commission does not
implement projects directly in the field but supports partner
organizationsspecializedin humanitarian aid. These operational
partners islude United Nationumanitarian organizations, the Red
Cross/Red Crescent movement and-gowernmental organizations
(NGOs) that have signedh partnership agreement with the
Commission. However, the international community is fully aware
that there ar@o independenNGOs in Eritrea and if what is being
considered (to the tune of 122 million Euros) for humanitarian aid to
Eritrea, it will, most probably, land n the hands of corrupt
government officials which, in turn, fuels and prolongs further
suffering. In response to such laghly probable scenario, Olle
Schmidt, Swedish Liberal MEP, is reported (according to Tony

Vogel ) to have s @aowdEU fuiidd/are used inn o t k n
Eritreaé [ and] in |ight of the di:
Eritrea, thefunding decision would sena very strange message to

the government of President | ssai a

strange but plausible parallel here. We atkefamiliar with the
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current episodes of Somali pirates holding oil tankers and all kinds
of merchant ships to ransom. The amothdt has been and is being
paid to free personnel and cargo amounts to hundreds of millions or
billions of dollars. These mugged® not represent a nation state and
nor do they stand for the people of Somalia. All theyeh& do is

wait and collect the monegnd, in due course, buy a range of
advanced weaponry and start all over again. They are not even
labeled as terrorists yet. They gwest pirates. In the case of Eritrea,
the Government of Eritrea represents an irggomally recognized
nation state. After 16 years midependence, Eritrea does not have a
democratically elected government with only one party system that
has not even held its owaongress since 199%Vithout the need to
indulge infurther detail, the laove is just to elucidate that Eritrea is
being governed by dictatorship. In other words, Eritrea is reduced
to a pirate State in which the Eritrean population is held hostage and
the evidence iut there. Ever since its independence in 1993,
Eritrea ha been losing its hargarned achievement not because of
lack of outsidesupport but for the simple reason that it failed to
develop a democratic and accountable form of governance. Why the
EU should puttself in a position of appeasement, despite its own
clear guidelines for granting humanitarian aid demands further
reflection. TheEU has so many other mechanisms or options to
bring the Government of Eritrea to account for the current state of
affairs in Eritreabut financial aid happens to be the wrotigks The
answer could possibly be that humanitarian disasters (unlike those
caused bynature) are most probably a logical outcome of
irresponsible and unaccountable governance. Yes, the EU is
financially capable oproviding aid to a humanitarian disasier
Eritrea. However, when mechanisms of accountability are misplaced
or ignored, theconsequence is perpetuation of misery and waste of
more resources. Transparency is 4existent in Eritrea and the EU
might end up being held accountable for prolonging suffering of

the Eritrean people. The 122 million Euros in the pipeline for aid to
Eritrea will eventually serve as a liaver for the Government of

Eritrea. I n his research ptheper ent
Horn of Africai De c . 2 0 Onge yonsl- eam asgociate

professor of conflict resolution at George Mason University, states:

i Since formal diplomacy with the Er

to reap significant benefits, the second step toward peguaitical
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change, after eliminatin the border question, is to develop
unofficial, informal interaction with Eritreans, particularly the

diaspora, who can begin planning for processes of change in the

long terno. Hi ghlighting on t he O6hei ght
authoritarian governancand growing regional dynamics of conflict

in Somalia [that] raise concerns of a potentially expandiigjs in

the strategically important Horn of
US foreign policy incl wohtnuetdd that
speak outon human rights abuses and the lack of democracy in
Eritrea despite frozen resati ons
policymakers should encourage less formal Track Il {non
government) efforts to initiate international dialogue, foster more
substantial discussignof democratization and human rights, and

build stronger international relationships around humanitarian and

food security issues. The Eritrearaspora in particular should be

engaged. The EU would be walllvised to follow that kind of

policy line (taibred to European taste) rather than operate on
providing shorterm, disastedriven and feebood handouts that

arenot part of a wider and integral framework for peejiendly

and longterm social, economic and political developments in
Eritrea.Gabrid Guangul 26 February 2009

Friday, 27 February, by Helen

The Eritrean people needrore helpthan any other people on the
surface of this earthThe question is do you think the people of
Eritreawill benefit from this aid packa@df your answer is yego
ahead accordintp your plan.

Friday, 27 February, by Forwarded by Habtom Yohannes (US
REPORT)

http://www.state.gov/g/drl/rls/hrrpt/2008/af/119000.htm us
Department of State: 20d8uman Rights Report: Eritrea, February
25,

2009

Friday, 27 February, by Daniel Tewelde

Dear European Commissioner Mr. Michel, Eritrea you knowat

this point has no institutions to rely on, no functional government
structure, no audit functions, agesult fraud, misappropriaticend
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corruption have becoma way of life among the authorities and
army generals. Given the above facts any rateortal give
development aid to Eritrea which has been driven to the brirgk of
failed state by dictator Isaiasah no basis and it is irrational and
irresponsible on your part artdle EU Commissio .dn fact at this
point any development aid to Isaias dictatorship tantameuat
allowing Eritrean people to death sentences the Isaias
government, because thdevebpment aid will enable Isaias
government to buy time, to buy corrupted generals and accosiplice
to do the dirty job for himto safeguard his power at all cogthy
hasthe EU optedfor dialogue and soft diplomacy with the Eritrean
Hitler Isaias, while theEritrean people have been calling for years
upon the EU to help get rid of the Eritrean HifleWas Hitler
afforded soft diplomacy andevelopment aid to soften his position
and to stop his atrocities against European and Jewish people? EU
please stop yaudouble standard, the least you can do is to stop
rewarding dictatorship and human rights abuse in Eritrea, the least
you can do is to stofssuing travelling visa to all Eritrean
authorities, army generals and its accomplitethe EU is obliged

to give humanitarian aid sucas food and medicines to Eritrean
people then the EU should attach strong conditions and control over
how those humanitariaaids are being managesb that Isaias and

his regime would not end umisappropriating the aid. | hope you
and your EU colleaguewill reconsiderthe decision to give
development aid to Isai@slictatorship Please insteadpend that
money on accommodating and easing the life of thousarfids
Eritrean refugees in European cities so that they in turn can help
their families in EritreaHelping out the Eritrean refugees wolld

well spent maey. Thank you.

Friday, 27 February, by Munir
Please stop strengthening the dictator and his humanviators!
Stopgiving this aid.

Friday, 27 February, by ghgh

The EUknows more than any party, all the state of affairs of the
Eritrean case. It is just an act lefpocrisy from the EUto provide

aid to such an irresponsible government.
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Friday, 27 February, by Tesfamichael

What Government? There is no government in &itin ordefor a

government to be called a government it must be democratically

elected by the peoplét, must respect and rule via constitutionalism

and indeed abide international lawg8hat we have in Eritreds an

arrogant dictator and ignorant andfisé servants and followers

who dondt represent the Erightsr ean pe
issue must ba criterionin granting any financial AidWhy grant

financial aid to bandits who live in 18th century mentality and

govern by the rule of the jgie? Pleased o n 6 &n instaument
prolonging t he Er i t Thereaame ignozantp | e 6 s ¢
leaderssh o donodt even honestly acknowl
they receive under the empty lies of self reliance. Above all why

doesthe EU want to grant wén there is no transparency and
accountability on how financial aid is going to be u&ékhe

Eritrean peoplevill benefit from nothing at the endres nothing

Friday, 27 February, by Tesfaalem Ghebrekiristos

Since | broke my silence and started to exprag outrage about the
authoritarian regime in Eritrea, along with likeminded citizeins,
have been following the situation in my country through various
media outlets. Suddenly, | came across news that the European
Union is planning to give a 12@illion Euro aid to the Eritrean

government . I coul dnét beli eve mys:eé
EUwoul d do t hat. I asked myself, fi d
government is going to use the money or exchange the doods

weapons, unl es s toithedasnilieb sictidizedl byd i r ect |

this regime in kind (food and medicine for example). tihwious as

reported by many human rights groups, that the international
community is well informed of the fact that this illegabime came

to power through militaryforce, and never allowed free elections.

There is no constitution in the country, no religidkeedom, and no

freedom of expression, and thousands of citizens are currently in

prison without any charges. Young men aaminded up and

involuntarily conscriped, women are abused sexually by the

military commanders, there is poverty and famine ailer the
country and the governmentds aim i
commanders happy and pursue his oppression againsetipte. If

the European Union offersiths ai d to this regi me,
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benefit the government and not the people. We urge yptessthe
government to hand over power to the people, so that they can work

and help themselves. If you ignore our appeal @exideto reward

the regime anywayfor victimizing their people, please let
independent NGOO6s del i waedmedicihee ai d

directly to the affected families.

deliver it to the needy by themselves, it nelvappened before, and
it won ¢happen now! Sincerely, Tesfaalem Ghebrekiristos, USA

Saturday, 28 February, by Tedros Daniel

I respect t he HE¥ dntentioth don aldviate the wi t h
sufferings of the poverty victims of people of Eritrea. Howettes,

fact of the matter is Briean people are under a brutal hostabeh
doesnodt want to see the pndevpl e of
democratically, constitutionally elected government that abiiges

the rule of the law. More aid to the government of Eritrea today
means more prison cells, more harassment more religious
persecutions, morg out h exodus, and painful
this is the intention of th&uropean donors, but pleasederstand

that Isayas Afewerki and his cronies do not operate under the
engagement prciple. The gooaffice hastried it several timedyut

to no avail. And today to makihe same mistake agaand again

intending a different resultvould be falling out of the track. Please

be mindful, think of the people and stop helping the Governnent.

this scenaripby doingnothing would produce a quiekresult tha

helping the dictator.

Saturday, 28 February, bySenay

A few weeks ago the brutal regime of Ethiopia tisatesponsible

for the invasion of Eritrea and Somalia was extended hundreds
millions of dollars by the EU and the US. However, none of these
individuals voiced an objection. These so called Eritreans are
neither. This is only an organized barking by a few disgruntled anti
Eritrea elements using different pen names and emailppeaaas
caring about the Eritrea. Some of these individuli®lihood is
dependent on alms provided by the Ethiopian regime. Eritréa is
good hands and the overwhelming majority of the Eritrean people
support their government. All the barking is nathimore tharthe

cry of agony at the failer of the Eritreghaters. | am sure the EU is
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well aware of the situation and is not going to be fooledthsy
noi se, unl ess it chooses to do so.
bright.

Saturday, 28 February, by Desta

| think it is a good idea fothe EU to help Eritrea. Because the
Eritrean government has not accomplished the work they have
plannedto finish. The work of keeping the population in famine (no
bread), killing the youth at the border who want to peraubetter

life to help their family, the merchant who is being harassed and
blocked to make money to dress his family, the landlord who can
not get his home because an-fighter is living in it, arresting
people who complain daily life without any trialsate journalist,
keep the youth in an endless -salledservice, quarantine the
population without human right, intimidate Church and Mosque
goers,and ...you want me to continue? Yes the work is a lot, and the
Government needslemocratic countries helpo laugh at their
human rights and their handling of their population. So EU, give the
aid and start counting body bags, disappearances, sileraria,
destroy future generation. | am an Eritrean and | feel ashamed to
write like this against my governmenrbut it is the truth. The
intention might be to alleviate the suffering, noble idea, but your aid
is like giving condoms to a rapist. Would you listpleasé

Saturday, 28 February, by so many names and claims but they

all have the same FACE i.€ritrean opposition groups

Wow it seems everybody undtdre sun has formedn opinion on
Eritrea. All | see are many disgrurdlepowerhungry Eritrean
opposition groups in here, making negative comments of course to
support their ida of what Eritrea should bedl®y their Party. So it
comes down to politics and spins to themot the reality of the
situation or the majority voice of Eritreans abroad and at home who
support the Issayis Aferikowi led governmentwbuld say that
figure is about 85 % for the curregpvernment. Now Wweredo all
these disproportionate comments come  from easy
http://www.awate.com/portal/content/view/5081/2/. This website
was created by a disgruntled Eritrean opposition party. They decided
to tell all their followers which are very linti e d that s why
have no power on the ground anywén the world except cyber
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world even there poll votes have hard times winning outright
support for their party. Then the other category of negative
comments are coming from ndrEritreans i.e. forgners who have
either been mis;formed o the current situation in Eritrea or who
are motivated by other reasons tot
progress: who knows whdteir real intentions are! Anyay | hear
stories of human right abuses but whexghe proof of this. The
numbers have to be sufficient enough to make a claim of human
right abuses. Just because we believe one Eritrean person is missing
in Eritrea, it does not add up to human right abuses like Darfur.
Even then a few other questiohave to be asked to call it human
right abuses. In that case, if 20 people are enough than all Europe
and America would have committed hu
what Eritrea is doing wrently which is different fromWestern
countries: we arrest tamists, criminals and fight to protect our
borders and country. But we get lab&lith negative comments
Take note that we have only been independent for 18 years while
Europe has been for hundreds of years and has committed
horrendous crimes compareddoma | | Eritrea. Yet t h
themselves but instead they lie about history when it comes to their
negative bits. Any way god bless Eritrea and Isaias Afewerki for its
ideas of good governance at the current tineuld answemmore
questions and puorth more factualrguments which destroy the
negative comments aboktitreabut why should.| These comments

all come from the same destinatititp://www.awate.com/poat/

and http://www.assenna.comEritrean opposition website which

are probably funded by socalled (fake) USA human rights
organizatios or French ong to create some kind of divide in
Eritrean support for the governmemf current tims. These
comments are not representative of the Enitygapulation at home

or abroadOnceyou start sratching the surfaces of thesgposition
groups you find out the real intentions which are eithdobo
extremist for Eritrea which put our country sovereignty at risk or to
western which put our country sovigety also atrisk. Full Textof
Human Rights Record of United States in 2008 mad€Htipa in
response to USA report on its country
http://news.xinhuanet.com/english/2009

02/26/content_10904741.htm
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Saturday, 28 February, by KUBROM MICHAEL

If the EU really cares about the innocent peoplfeEritrea, they
should reinforce an embargo against the Isaias regimeEritrea
there is no legal government but an admirstration without
constitution and justiceEU please stop helping thisrutal regime
becauseyou are onlyprolonging the suffering of thetritrean
people.lsaias regime is like AIDS foEritrean people. Stop the
dictato® segime.

Saturday, 28 February, by SHEWEET B
Europe helpusifyoucanbptl ease dondét help our b

Sunday, 1 March, byMussa

I think the EU gets wrong informationto helpEritrea How can you
helpafascistregimein Eritreawho ha no governmentno laws and
no constitution?A Dictator without clothesTh a twéosg to help
Eritrea

Sunday, 1 March, by 100% Eritrean A
Please grant them an island and a psychiatristisobtbod thirsty
dictator called Isaias afeBM and his crontee yes men genegal

and officials.Let them inhabit and call this islandald or pfdj or
Nakfa Island These are blood thirsty vampsrehey are only good

in killing. They have learned nothing through out the years but
violence. By the waytake away the psychiatrjst is obvious none

of them will everrehabilitatethemas tley are all psychopaths. Next
time you shake hands with Isaias and his officials remember you are
shaking a blood stainedu r d e hamdPeaserespect our people

by refusing to grantThanks

Sunday, 1 March, by Abrerom

If the BJ gives the money then iwill be responsible for the
massacrend the death dhnocens. D o ndive the money or else
you will pay foritin time

Sunday, 1 March, by Smret

Senay wrote AA few weeks ago the br
responsible for the invasion of Eritreed Somalia was extended

hundreds of millions of dollars by the EU and the US. However,
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none of these individuals voiced an objection. These so called
Eritreans ar e ne hetohoarrbusinesBte writeu s e i t

about EthiopiaLeave Ethiopia busiress to Ethiopians. Why should
we worry about Ethiopia??
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NEWEUROPE

neurope.eu

Controversies on EUO6s countr
Eritrea

By Danel R. Mekonnen
1 March 2009 Issue :823

The European Development Fund (EDR)f the European
Commission(EC) is soon to consider the counstyategy paper for
Eritreawhich allows for the donation of 122 million Euro to Eritrea.
This issue has regenerated a heated debate in the Eritrean Diaspora
communities and amgnother stakeholders. The importance of
development and humanitarian aid that flows to countries with
impoverished population groups, such as Eritrea, is incontrovertible.
Equally, it is important to revisit the fundamental guiding principles
that govern dvelopment cooperation.

According to theCotonou AgreementU development cooperation
with the developing world should always give due consideration to
respect for human rigs, democratic principles and the rule of law.
Seen against this background, the quite diplomacy of the EU in its
relations with Eritrea is proving countproductive. It runs foul of

the fundamental principles by which the EU is guided.

When dealing withthe Eritrean government, the EU should realise
that this is a government which is ruling a country that does not
have a working (operative) constitution, a functioning parliament, an
independent judiciary and free press, to say the least. Worst of all,
the country has never seen free and fair electiGiice its
independence in 19%nd some conservative estimates indicate that
there are currently more than 20,000 victims of detentidhout

trial and enforced disappearance in the country. These are
indisputable factual situations which are incongruent with
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democratic governance, the furtherance of which is boldly decorated
in the Cotonou Agreement.

A brief contrastive analysis neetisbe drawn here between Eritrea
and Zimbabwe to assess the attention given to the human rights
crises in the two countries by the EU. Undoubtedly, there is a clear
case of European double standard as regards the treatment of Isaias
Afwerki and Robert Mugae, because the Eritrean human rights
crisis (fortunately or unfortunately) does not involve the element of
race. As put by one Eritrean writer, Mugabe is unwelcome in
Europe for rigging or stealing elections in 2002 and 2008, while
Afwerki surprisingly ha never allowed elections to rig or not to rig;

and yet he is sometimes regarded as the darling of some EU officials
who said they were fivery, very hono
headquarters in 2007.

At this point in time, the EU should only focus bamanitarian aid
that should be donated in the form of food aid to needy population
groups. This shall be donated via impartial monitoring mechanisms
to be implemented by international NGOs, not the local GONGOs
such as NUEYS, NUEW, NCEW, etc. If the EUcittes to provide
unconditional development aid (in cash) despite legal, political and
practical concerns, it can only do so at the risk of compromising its
own longheld principles on respect for human rights, democracy
and the rule of law.

The insatiablepolitical adventurism of the ruling elite, which has

caused not only national mayhem but also regional havoc in the

entire Horn of Africa, should not be embolden by unconditional
development aid that sends all the wrong messages. We are talking

about a gogr n men't which #fAdelights in ot
people. 0 Since the disgraceful di s
Ambassador to Eritrea (who was also the EU representative in

Eritrea) in 2001, quite diplomacy proved inherently futile. There is

no reasorto believe why appeasement would be effective in the

future.
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Author: Daniel R. Mekonnen, who writes in his personal capacity,
is a postoctoral researcher at the Human Rights Centre at Ghent
University.
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EuropeanVoice

EU needs to be tough on Eritrea
05.032009

Giving money to one of the world's most oppressive regimes
contradicts what the EU should stand for.

Well done European Voicefor writing about the latest European
Commission development aid blunder and the human rights
emergency in B r for t warkoan EjtréaA cadses p | a
concern', 125 February).

As members of the European Parliament we are appalled by the
Commi ssion's intention to allocate
the world's most oppressive, totalitarian and aggressive regimes.

This bluntly contradicts what Europe should stand for, namely
democracy, freedom and peace, and violates the principles of
European development -@peration featuring human rights and the
rule of law as essential elements.

While it is commendable to seek to alleviate the plight of the
population, it is setevidentthat those funds will only sustain the
regime's iron grip on power.

It is not the EU's job to dictate conditions and make policy choices
for the Eritreans but the EU should abstain from supporting a regime
that destabilises the whole Horn of Africa regiand denies its
people basic human rights such as freedom of speech, freedom of
press and freedom of religion.

No elections have been held for 18 years and no civil society or
opposition activities are allowed.
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Thousands of activists and journalists éakeen tortured and
detained indefinitely, languishing in prison for their political
convictions or religious beliefs.

The Commission claims it has to keep diplomatic channels open, but
its quiet diplomacy has failed. It is about time to take a tougher
stance and we know that we speak for Eritreans and Europeans alike
when we say that human rights need to be a condition for any
development cmperation with Eritrea.

From:
Ana Gomes MEP
Eva-Britt Svensson MEP

Brussels
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I NTERVI EW WI TH BRIASAFEWERK |

Published: September 18009

Isaias Afewerki led a guerrilla army that helped to overthrow the

Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile Mariam in 1991 and win
independence for Eritrea, which the Red Sea country secured after a
referendum two yeas |l ater . As Eritreads pr
pledged to introduce multiparty democracy and free markets. But a

border war with Ethiopia from 1998 to 2000 led to a sharp change in

course.

Today, Mr Isaias is accused of being a dictator and Eritrea isfone

the most secretive and insular corners of Africa.At the presidential

reception house in Asmara on July 21 2009, he spoke to Barney
Jopson, the FT6s East Africa corr
relations, domestic politics, military service, econom@&nagement,

and western aid. These are edited excerpts from the interview.

Copyright The Financial Times Ltd 2009

FINANCIAL TIMES

Inside the insular and secretive Eritrea

By Barney Jopson
Published: September 12009

On the surbleached heights of ¢h Asmara plateau, July

is belesseason, a few weeks of wild cactus fruit and ostentatious
metropolitan chic. It is when the fig cacti, the beles, yield their

knobbly pellets of fruit to surbanded children, who pick them to

earn their families some cash.ul vy is al so when Erit
engine goes into reverse and expat
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tiny airport and out on to the tiled streets of the capital, where they
parade in the Gucci glamour and Hipp bling of London and New
York. Becausehteir arrival coincides with the ripening of the cactus
fruit 1 and because they have disappeared by the time the fruit is
gonei they, too, are dubbed beles by the compatriots they leave
behind.

The two cross paths on street corners in Asmara, wherecplasti
buckets filled with the pickings from the cactus fields sit at the
knees of female traders, swathed like mummies in the white cotton
shawls of the Christian highlands. Some diaspora families sweep
past, Dad speaking to the kids in Tigrinya, the locayjlege, the
kids replying in English or Swedish or Dutch. Others pause to buy
handfuls of the fruit, whose yellow skin conceals a fleshy orange
core that tastes of mango.

At 2,300m above sea | evel, this is
most crimefree cities, a home above the clouds for 400,000 people
and the capital of tsheteantlitrden tad sc e

of cultural influences domestic and foreign, old and new, beles
andbele§ but ranks as an outl ikdhat i n Af r

clings to the continental shelf ik
Sea, but its four million people refer to their neighbours as
AAfricanso with a cool det achment .

Eritreads admirers praise the digni
proud.The critics lament the character of its geopolitics, belligerent,

bossy and headstrong. Both are rooted in a powerful belief in

Eritrean exceptionalism, the driving force behind aydar armed

struggle for liberation from Ethiopian rule that finally endid
independence in 1993. It was a remarkable victory for a guerrilla

army of Marxist fighters after the rest of the world had written off

their cause as hopeless, or simply stopped caring. But in the years

since, Eritrea has become a study in what happtien the heroes

who win the war cannot recast themselves to live in peace.

Page|81



Six o0bdbclock on a Monday evening anc
the Casa degli Italiani was full. Half a dozen Eritrean men, all past

their 60th birthdays, sat in corduroy bémg and leather jackets

behind battered wooden school desks, drinking coffee and smoking
cigarettes. The men grew up when Eritrea was an Italian colony, as

it was | atterly under Benito Mussol
fought for Italy during the secdnworld war. They spoke fluent

I'talian and greeted each @Gdamker at
stai? 0 aBem, béne . Then they sat down, s |

and locked their eyes on to the television, which was tuned into the
Italian channel Rai Deiand beamed out the final kilometres of stage
16 of the Tour de France.

British and French colonies rarely absorbed the habits of their
colonial masters with ease, but Eritrea diith spite of a humiliating
fascist apartheid system. The colonisers wattethake Asmara a
home from home, so they built a city of pastel shades, mottled
brickwork and ornate stone mosaics. It was also a laboratory for
bold architectural styles rationalism, futurism, monumentalisim

that would never pass muster in Italy. Thesult is a cocktail of
convex facades, jutting balconies and porthole windows. Ancient
Fiat 850s still trundle down Harnet Avenue, the main drag, which is
lined with palm trees reminiscent of southern Italy. And when the
sun sets, the avenue floods witlsmarinos out for theasseggiata

or evening stroll, which they punctuate with espressos in cafés,
plates of lasagne or scoops of-ream from theelaterias No
wonder so many travel writers write glowing accounts of an
African dolce vita

But they omitt he countryds dar k side. T
liberation struggle have become the ministers of an autocratic

regime whose secrecy, sealed borders and intolerance of dissent
have attracted the same fipariah st
Jongi | 6s KNoretah fAThey have al ways beert
Eritrean told me in Nairobi before | left for Asmara. In that
conversation, I first felt the shad
rule.
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Michela Wrong, a former FT journalist and authodof Di d tdt Do

For You which charts the cowailltrydés hi
ATroubl e is, no one will want to be
itself. And you need to be very careful not to quote people and not

to get people into trouble by even being seen withe m. 6 A Uni t e
Nations official who has worked 1in
may sidle up to you and say critical things to test you. Best to
respond positively and say how grea
a meeting with another Eritrean in Nairata a friend of a friend, |

first had to persuade him | was not an Eritrean government agent; he

was convinced there was no other way | could have got a visa. (I got

it by sending an -enail request to the information minister and

following it up with a fhone call a week later.) By the time | arrived

at Asmara airport, where a flunky from the information ministry

tapped me on the shoulder as | was changing money, | had been

sucked into the culture of suspicion. Then | opened my hotel
wardrobe. It was linedith an old copy of the Financial Times.

Diplomats in Asmara said they took it for granted that some of their
Eritrean employees were spying on them. The manager of a café
told me his regulars included security agents who sat eavesdropping
on conversation | was warned there were informers on every
corner. A taxi driver expressed the mood by clenching his fist into a

trembling ball of tension. AThe ge
so000é0 he said with a grimace, str
knuckleslookd ready to snap. iSo straight

For the first few minutes of my encounter with the straighnin-

chief, Isaias Afewerki, the president who has stamped his
domineering character on the regime, | was left contemplating his
sandals. He had breezed kwith a cursory handshake in the
presidential reception house and swept into the interview room
where he sat down on a sofa. He was encircled by a huddle of
advisers and photographers so all | could see through the doorway
were the black sandals on the smd his long legs.
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The sandal is a symbol of the struggle Isaias (family names go first
in Eritrea) waged through the Eritr
guerrilla army that overthrew the Ethiopian dictator Mengistu Haile
Mariam in 1991 and paved theay for a referendum on Eritrean
independence two years later. They were a rigid, determined force
that at their peak numbered more than 90,000, with an unwavering
sense of righteousness, committed to discipline and equality, proud
of their selfreliance ad ready to sacrifice everything for the cause.
The EPLF could not afford boots for the craggy mountains where
they carved out a stronghold of subterranean bunkers, so fighters
had to wear sligon sandals made from meltddwn tyres and more
suited to thebeach. The centre of Asmara is now graced by a six
metre pair of sandals set on a plinth.

For many former guerrillas in government, the scars of the struggle

are physical: they have trouble getting through airport metal

detectors because they have so muatinapnel lodged in their

bodies. But the deeper wounds are psychological, rooted in the
indifference of foreign governments, the United Nations and the
international media to their strugog
xenophobia and s gmpe emaiplgnat saich t he |
Everyone was against us; we triumphed on our own.

That may explain why Isaias, an intense, abrasive man with a
sheriffds moustache, has no time fo
not blighted by corruption. He has not created m Kiongil -style

personality cult. But he has purged his critics ruthlessly since the

guerrilla days. He has barricaded himself into a defensive bunker
from which he surveys a world of ¢
interestso pl ottiaygepresentdne of thosd i m. fi
groups, 0 he told me. His only obvio

(

One of the biggest enemies, meanwhile, is the CIA, which Isaias
accuses of funding Eritrean opposition groups in exile and
fabricating charges that Eritrea ispporting Islamist insurgents
linked to alQaeda in waravaged Somalia. The other nemesis is
Ethiopia. Its prime minister led a rebel group from northern Ethiopia
that joined forces with Isaias to topple Mengistu in 1991, but the
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former comrade@-arms fél out in 1998 over a twyear border

war that killed at least 70,000 people. An independent commission

ruled in 2002 that Ethiopia should return the disputed territory to

Eritrea, but it has not been forced to doisturther proof to the
Eritreanregme f t he worl dés indifference.

It was different in the heady days after independence, when the west
fawned over Isaias and entrepreneurs from the diaspora flocked
home. The president pledged to introduce multiparty democracy and
free markets. Progresswards those goals came slowly but surely

in the 1990s, the centrepiece being the drafting of a new
constitution. Then, all of a sudden, they were abandoned.

The border war is often given as the explanation, but Eritreans still
debate whether Isaias evereant what he said about liberalism.
Some say he had been willing to experiment but started
backtracking once he saw that openness could not be reconciled
with his disciplinary instincts. Others say it was always a facade to
win US blessing for the ejectioof Mengistu. What is clear is that
the regime has used the spectre of security threats to justify its

authoritariani sm. iwe could have do
|l saias said. iwe could have done |
having a conflict tht is not resolved, being prepared for any

eventuality. That l'imits your reso.

any other choice. 0

In 2001, he jailed 15 senior members of the ruling party who had
voiced concern about the slide to eman rule. Denied trialsome

are feared to have died in shippiogntainer prisons in the desert.
Civil society organisations and the free press were shut down and
several journalists were thrown in jail. Elections planned for that
year were postponed indefinitely. Freedom of smoent, freedom

of assembly, freedom of religion and freedom of speech were
severely curtailed and remain so today.
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When | told Isaias that there was a climate of fear on the streets he

responded with sarcasm. Altdéds a ve
partYoubve been able to discover this
| 6d been in the country for two da

have a very wunique brain, o he said.

il dondt think so,0 | said.
ATo be able to know and reaed everyt
of hours, ités amazing, o0 he said. A

On the streets of Asmara, it did not take long to identify the single
least popular government programme: compulsory military service.
A year and a half of national service is mandatfmy men and
women and it begins with six months at Sawa, a desolate training
camp where teenagers are levered out of bed at 4am and put through
gruelling military drills, while also having to prepare for their high
school exams.

In what began as small kal on the steps of the Catholic cathedral,
outside a pizza joint, in a clothes shioyoung women told me, in

tones of hushed sadness, about its
graduate, said one frizayaired 22yearold recounting her

experienceof he camp. AThey want you to u
to be away from home for so |l ong,

Stoicism is waning: most conscripts in the past two years were born
after the end of the struggle and the rumours from Sawa are that
they havebeen more unruly than their predecessors.

After Sawa, the majority of men serve in the military, many dug into
trenches braced for the Ethiopian attack that may never come.
Others are given badireaking jobs in construction or farming. A
few are set to wik in government offices in the capital. If you stay
at the statewned Asmara Palace hoiebnce run under contract by

Page|86



the InterContinental group you will probably be served by
conscripts.

The young women | met had two objections to this system. Téte fi

was that conscripts are paid a pittance: no more than 450 hakfa

less than £2G a month. The second was that service can go on
indefinitely. Many people stay indentured well beyond the official

18 months, unable to pursue their own ambitions urgy tieceive a
Afdemobilisationd noti ¢ernothttal. can ar |
Some of those recruited as frefsiced teenage boys are still

working as conscripts in their forties. The total number in national

service today is estimated at more than 600,

ifiYou take a chil d, a child who coul
pope, and you turn them into nothing. For what? For a stupid dispute
bet ween you and Meles [Zenawi, Et hi

one businessman who returned after independeuachas lost faith
in the regime.

A young woman told me it was possible to scrape by on a national
service salary if you lived with your parents, but that it was
impossible for young men to save enough money to pay for a
wedding. The problem was often aeadc anyway, she added,
because conscripts were not going to meet any girls while they were
dug into foxholes.

The 22yearol d sai d she fAsneaked outo of
Sawa, a move that would get a man thrown in jail. When | asked her

if she would go to the front line if war broke out again with

Et hi opi a, she said: i No . Il 6d run a\
Youbre gonna die. o

National service may in reality have little to do with Ethiopia. One
theory is that external threats are used gwedext by lIsaias for
another objective: economic dictatorship. In the past five or so
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years, the regime has begun to create a command economy where it
controls resource allocation, production, distribution and
consumption. Shackling a big chunk of therkforce is an essential
element. Isaias denies he is pursuing Sesfige central planning,

but says state intervention is justified when it ensures resources are
distributed equitably. The country has never been rich. But by
withdrawing licences from prate businesses, making farmers sell
produce to the state at fixed prices, maintaining a monopoly on

i mports and dictating how the <coun
used, the regime is strangling wealth creation. Eritrea suffers from
shortages of everyitig from diesel and tea to batteries and flour. It
recently went without domestic beer for eight months because the
government would not give the stadened brewery the dollars it
needed to buy malt.

The shortages have preserved an impressive recyclingec(i saw

a defunct fridge being converted into a chicken coop), but they
create hardship too. The number of beggars in Asmara has jumped
in recent years, a sign of desperation in a country where people have
such a strong sense of pride. The regime iges/ monthly food
rations to some familieé a few kilograms of flour, spaghetti, red
pepper, and so oh but in the poor Geza Berhanu neighbourhood,
people told me they were not enough.

Isaias told me shoterm pain was necessary for letegm gain:
fi T hvehole population will have to sacrifice a breakfast, for
example, and you can use that savin

The UN World Food Programme candt a
it was shut down in 2005 after the regime decided that its handouts

were demeaning. Most international aid agencies have been driven

out, too: there were 38 at the peak in the 1990s but today just four
survive. ré@fmfhancseel phil osophy i s ad
di pl omat , ibut theydve taketn it t o
becomesselfi e f eat i ng. o
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The big question is how the place survives at all. The answer lies

with the beles diaspora, who number close to a million and whose
remittances are estimated to make U
gross domestic produché second highest proportion in the world

after Somalia. Expatriate Eritreans also pay a 2 per cent tax on

income via their nearest embassy. If they do not comply, the
embassies refuse to issue permits to visit home and their relatives in

Eritrea are oftetmarassed.

Eritreads dependence on the diaspo
regi mebs c-sufficiency. It asfalsosite bidgest political

weakness. If Isaias led a genuine totalitarian dictatorship, it would

not simply control what people ate and dind said; it would control

what they thought. But most Eritreans have not been brainwashed.

Free thinking in the country still thrives and is nourished by the flow

of influences that began with Italian colonialism and continues

today via relatives in Eope and North America who provide a

personal window on to richer, freer lives.

Asmarinos wear Chicago Bulls shirts and Oakley sunglasses sent
from overseas; the latest evening craze is salsa classes; and on the
day | left, the Miss Eritrea beauty contestsagoing on. It is a place
where school children are taught in English from the age of 11, and
where their parents can buy satellite dishes to receive CNN and the
BBC. So while the regime is turning inwards, the people have
embraced globalisation. That wehy Eritreans are not accepting a
status quo of hunger and repression. Instead they are asking: what
happened to the dream we fought for?

A donodt think anyone who came b a
become what they wantedme.o 3o nde ,t he
because they were unlucky. Some, because they had unrealistic

expectations. But mostly because of
cannot do this, you must do that. o6
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The new struggle in Eritt.r elhsdisasoivse
vision of that spirit is still informed by the guerrilla years,

symbolised by the fig cactus itself: a prickly survivor, thriving in
adversity; tough, resilient and no
however, want to move on, and their modelhis beles diaspora:

driven by betterment, not bitterness; a desire to take advantage of

the world, not to prove they dondt

At least 43,000 people voted against the regime with their feet last

year, braving harsh terrain and army shioekill orders to flee to

Sudan or Ethiopia. Eritrea was the secbighest source of asylum

seekers in the world, according to the UN, a striking position for a
country with the worldés 113th bigg

The frizzyhaired 22yearold has decided to completerheational
service so she can try to obtain a
younger, I had hopes and dreams he
expect anything. | take things as t
in Eritrea. o

Barney Jopson i ccdrréspondent dereaitheat Af r |
full interview with Isaias Afewerki, go teww.ft.com/isaias
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Parliament announces Sakharov Prize nominations
Andrew Willis
01.10.2009 @ 09:24 CET

The 10 nominations for this year's Sakharov prize for democracy
and human rights campaigning were unveiled in the European
Parliament on Wednesday (30 September).

Each of the candidates put forward at a joint meeting of the foreig
affairs, development and human rights committees has the support
of a political group in the parliament or at least 40 MEPs.

The prize is named after Andrei Sakharov, the Soviet pisysiad
political dissident whadvocated civil liberties and refornis the
Soviet Union.

Mr Sakharov, who died 20 years ago this December, was awarded
the Nobel Peace Prize in 1975.

This year's candidates include lIzzeldin Abuelaish, a Palestinian
gynaecologist and resident of the Gaza Strip, who has campaigned
for peace wh Israel despite losing his three daughters in the
bombardment of the strip in January.

The Vicente Ferrer Foundation has been nominated for its work in
protecting and promoting minority rights in India and the
eradication of extreme poverty, while SwadEritrean journalist
and nominee, Dawit Isaak, has been imprisoned in Eritrea since
2001 without trial.
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Minister for social action and national solidarity of Burkina Faso
Mariam Lamizana has been nominated for her work in reducing
genital mutilatioramong women.

Memorial T an organisation promoting fundamental rights in post
Soviet state$ is one of the favourites to win this year's prize. The
body as a whole has received a nomination, with the Greens
nominating three of its activists.

"Sakharov hirself was the leader of Memorial at the very beginning
of the NGO," Polish centraght MEP Jacek Saryus#/olski
reminded the group of MEPSs at the meeting on Wednesday.

Other candidates include Denis Mukwege, nominated by Guy
Verhofsdtadt on behalf of thaberals, who as founder of the Panzi
Hospital in Bukavu (DR Congo), has dedicated his life as a doctor to
helping Congolese women and girls who are victims of sexual
violence.

Centreright MEP Michael Gahler put forward the name of Father
Thaddeus Nguyelan Ly, a Roman Catholic priest and prominent
Vietnamese dissident involved in pdgemocracy movements.

The Iranian human rights attorney and activi§hadi Sadii was
nominated by a group of MEPs for her campaigning against the
death penalty and stonings well as for greater women's rights in
her country.

The nomination of Italian journalist and writer Roberto Saviano is
unique in that it relates to his activism within the EU against
organised crime, work that has resulted in a series of death threats
from the mafia.

In a statement, his supporters said: "Freedom of thought is also
damaged in Europe. His nomination would be a strong signal to the
criminal organisations."
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The heads of parliament's political parties will choose the winner on
22 October bfore the official awards ceremony on 16 December.

Last year's <certificate and cheque
political activist Hu Jia, who amongst other things, has called for an
official enquiry into the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre.

© 2009 EUobserver.com. All rights reserved. Printed on
27.10.200.

Sakharov Prize 2009 finalists chosen

Human rights 07-10-2009- 11:11(Article European Parliament)

Palestinian gynaecologist Izzeldin Abuelaish,
SwedishEritrean journalist and political
prisoner Dawit Isaak (see picture)and
Lyudmila Alexeyeva, Olg Orlov and Sergei
Kovalev on behalf of Memorial and all other
human rights defenders in Russia are the
three finalists for this year's Sakharov Prize
! for freedom of thought, the European
Parliament's award for human rights and
democracy campaigners. Théwer will be chosen 22 October.

The three were chosen on Tuesday evening at a joint meeting of the
Foreign Affairs and Development Committees from a list of 10
candidates put forward by MEPs. Read more about them below
(they are in alphabetical order):

Dr lzzeldin Abuelaishi A Palestinian obstetrician in Gaza who
treats Israelis and Palestinians. In January 2009, during an Israeli
raid on Gaza, a shell hit his appartment killing his three daughters.
In memory of his daughters, Dr Abuelaish plans to setaop
international foundation to help improve education for women and
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girls in Gaza and throughout the world. In spite of this personal
family tragedy, Doctor Izzeldin Abuelaish continues to fight for
peace between the Israeli and Palestinian peoples armlilth
bridges between the two wtorn, violenceridden communities.

Dawit Isaak i This Swedish journalist, writer and playwright of
Eritrean origin has been a political prisoner since 2001. Dawit Isaak,
along with nine other leading journalists from fihee press and 15
politicians demanding democratic reforms and a thorough, objective
evaluation of the events leading to Eritrea's war with Ethiopia, were
arrested as traitors. The journalists have also been accused of
receiving financial aid from abrodda crime according to Eritrean
press laws. In a parliamentary resolution in January, the European
Parliament expressed its "deep concern at the continuing
imprisonment of Dawit Isaak, who has been in jail since his arrest in
September 2001, without havitgen tried by a court of law" and
demanded his immediate release.

Lyudmila Alexeyeva, Oleg Orlov and Sergei Kovalev on behalf

of Memorial and all other human rights defenders in Russia

The Memorial organisation, whose first leader was Andrei
Sakharov, seks to promote fundamental rights in pSstiet states
including Azerbaijan, Armenia, Georgia, Tajikistan, Moldova and
Ukraine. It was originally founded to create a memorial complex to
victims of Stalinist repressions in the late 1980s. It later exmhnde
into a civil rights defence organisation. The nomination says,
"Memorial promotes the truth about the political repression of the
Soviet Union and fights against current human rights abuses in post
Soviet states to ensure their democratic future."

Winner to be chosen in October

Parliament's political group leaders will select the winner on 22
October and the prize will be awarded to thareate in Strasbourg
on 16 DecemberThe wi nner will also receive
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The Sakharov Prize

Since 1988, in the spirit of renowned physicist and Nobel Peace
Prize winner Andrei Sakharov, the European Parliament has
awarded the annual Sakharov Rrifor freedom of thought to
individuals or organisations who work for human rights and
fundamental freedoms and against oppression and injustice. This
year's award coincides with the 20th anniversary of Andrei
Sakharov's death.

Press Release from the Eungean Parliament
22 October 2009 11:36

Sakharov Prize 2009 awarded to human rights organisation
MEMORIAL

The European Parliament's Sakharov Prize for Freedom of Thought
has been awarded this year to Oleg Orlov, Sergei Kovalev and
Lyudmila Alexeyeva on W®alf of the human rights organisation
MEMORIAL and all other human rights defenders in Russia, EP
President Jerzy Buzek announced on Wednesday. The award
ceremony will take place on 16 December in Strasbourg.
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INTERVIEW -Eritrea rejects sanctionscall over
Somalia role

Wed Oct 14, 2009
By Jeremy Clarke

ASMARA, Oct 14 (Reuters} Eritrea on Wednesday dismissed a
renewed threat of sanctions over charges it is arming insurgents in
Somalia.

Britain was the latest country to join the condemnatiotintgkhe
U.N. Security Council last week it was ready to purtkisitrea for its
alleged role irSomalia.

Asmara rejected the move and said any evidence brought against it
had been fabricated.

"The accusations have no bearing whatsoever with the facts. They
are completely baseless," Informatidvlinister Ali Abdu told
Reuterdn an interview.

"If it (Britain's move) is underpinned by the ulterior political
motivations of that country then it is unacceptable and illegal by all
standards."

Britain's move follavs months of diplomatic threats against the Red
Sea state.

The U.N. Security Council, African Union (AU) and United States
have all warned Asmara against destabilizing Somalia.
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