The Congress of South African Trade Unions

The Congress of South African Trade Unions has note
signed by the leaders of the political parties in Z
September 2008.

We stand by our view that it is only the people of
judge whether or not this deal is in their interest
awaiting the comments of the Zimbabwe Congress of T
be guided by them.

Meanwhile, while awaiting the ZCTU's response, onl
people accept it, we give the agreement our cautiou
that many of the demands raised by civil society an
COSATU have not been met, including:

Civil society has been shut out of the negotiations
thus been an agreement between the political leader

The agreement does not recognise the result of the
elections. As a result the loser has become the win
winner the loser;

MDC leader, Morgan Tsvangirai is effectively in cha
cluster of ministries, while President Mugabe still
extensive powers;

The agreement is not for an interim government unti
elections have been held but for a normal full-term

All Mugabe's draconian laws remain in place, which
example, the power to arrest political opponents.

The agreement marks a dangerous spread of the Kenya

signal to dictators that they can defy the will of

and then retain power through negotiations, brokere
leaders. It marks a retreat from the principles th

and SADC are supposed to uphold and a return to the
the Organisation of African Unity that sacrificed t
people to protect dictators.
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consider their advice as to whether to continue wit
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