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Halfway to the deadline for
meeting the UN's Millennium
Development Goals, the EU stands
accused of promoting its own
interests instead of eradicating
poverty. Judith Crosbie reports

SATURDAY (7 July}
marks the mid-way point
for the United Nations'
(UN) Millennium Devel-
opment Goals, an eight-
point plan to address the
needs of the world’s poor-
est people between 2000
and 2015. But various re-
ports published leading
up to Saturday show that
the targets to meet these
goals are not being met.

A UN report brands ma-
ternal health “a regional
and global seandal” while
saying that cfforts to get
children out of hunger have
been “excruciatingly slow”.
Today 63% of people in
Africa lack access to basic
sanitation, which 15 “down
only barely from 658% in
1990 and far off the target
of cutting this proportion in
half by 20157

Two other reports high-
light the failings of the EU
in certain sectors. A report
by Alliance 2015, a non-
governmental organisation
(NGO} umbrella group,
points out that “targets to
allocate 20% of all EU aid
to basic health and eduea-
tion will not be met”. An-
other report by Action for
Global Health, another
NGO umbrella group,
states that “health is cur-
rently rarely a focal area in
European  Commission
COuntry programimes’,

NGOs believe the way
the European Commis-
sion spends its maoney,
particularly in the African,
Caribbean and Pacifie
(ACP) states, is a major
part of the problem.

The Commission gives a
large portion of its Euro-
pean Development Fund
(EDF) directly to these
governments - as general
budgetary support. Follow-
ing discussions with the
Commission, the govern-
ments can decide what to
spend the money on. Of the
current EDF budget, worth
€22 hillion, about €6bn
will be being paid directly
to ACP governments.

NGOs are fearful that this
money will not be used to
target problem areas, such
as health and education.
“We are not against general
budgetary support but the
Commission has to justify
that this instrument con-
tributes to the Millennium
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Development Goals
{MDGs),” said Mirjam van
Reisen, author of the Al-
liance 2015 report.

Van Reisen complained
that while the Commis-
sion funds specific proj-
ects in Asian and Latin
American countries, for
the ACP countries there is
a greater reliance on di-
rect aid to governments,
One theory is that such di-
rect pavments are heing
used as a tool to encour-
age ACP governments to
sign the economic part-
nership agreements
(EPAs), the trade and de-
velopment deals currently
under discussion between
the EU and ACP states.
Some ACP states are
against these agreements,
fearing that they will ex-
pose  their  wvulnerable
eeonomics to global com-
petition and reduce the
revenue that they receive
through trade tariffs,

“What should not hap-
pen is that aid is used to
pressurise countries into
accepting the EPAs,” said
Van Reisen.

She highlighted trans-
port as one major area
where the Commission
was planning to fund spe-
cific  programmes i
Africa, rather than on
health or education which
would be meore in line
with MDGs. "No one is
saying moneyv shouldn't be
spent on transport but
why 15 the amount so high
and outside the general
budgetary support?”

WVan Relsen said that the
allocation of some €3hn for
i “governance instrument”
which rewards ACP govern-
ments for meeting targels
related to how they manage
their countries was another
example of the Commission
directing funds away from
meeting the MDG goals,
“There is nothing in there
that promotes governance,
instead its all about EU in-
terests — migration, counter-
terrorism, trade liberalisa-
tion,” she said.

The Commission claims
that the governance instru-
ment allows states to get
extra money for plans to
combat corruption and for
meeting basic edueation
and health needs. “We re-
alise governance is key, it's
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as simple as that. Its an in-
centive to meet a credible
and ambitious plan,” said
an EU official.

‘The Commission also ar-
gues that direct payments
to ACP states rather than
targeted support of projects
allows governments to de-
cide where money can best
be spent and ensures that it
15 in line with attempts to
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Billions of people still lack sufficient access to healthcare, sanitation and education despite promi
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mitke aid more effective.

Latin America and Asia
generally do not get this
kind of payment because
the Commission wants to
target certain sectors in
these regions, for example
the drugs trade in central
Asia. The Commission dis-
putes the fact that direct
money is being paid to ACP
governments to get them to
sign up to the EPAs. One
diplomat suggested that
NGOs were unhappy about
the direct pavments be-
cause it meant less money
being channelled to their
projects on the ground.
“What is Europes interest
in Africa is that theres
growth and that theres a
state which has ownership
of its own destiny,” said the
EU official.

The Commission insists
that it does spend money on
health and education and
that other doners. such as
individual European states,
are also heavily involved in
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ses from rich countries to do more to help the world's poor
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these sectors, It says that in
order to strengthen regional
integration and trade, a
proper road network is vital.
“You need infrastructure if
vou want to have growth/
said the EU official.

The MDGs remain alive,
according to the Commis-
sion. “I think we need to
keep on believing in them.
The whole added value of
the MD(Gs is that they focus
minds and give that boost
of optimism that we can be-
lieve. I can't say now that
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a street in

shanty-town of

of the world's poor, sifting |
through rubbish heaps for food
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we will be able to make it
becanse there will need to
be a tremendous eftort”
said the EU official.

But the UN has warned
that the rich nations which
signed up to the eight
goals seven vears ago must
meet them. “The world
wants no new promises,
the UN Secretary-Gener-
al, Ban Ki-moon wrote
this week. “It is imperative
that all stakeholders meet,
in their entirety, the com-
mitments already made.”

Eradicate poverty and extreme hunger (reduce by half the
number of peaple suffering from hunger)

Achieve universal primary education

Promote pender equality and empower women

Reduce child mortality {by two-thirds of those under five)

Imprave maternal health (reduce by 75% matemnal mortality rate)

Combat malaria, HIV/Aids and other diseases (halt and begin to

reverse their spread)

Ensure environmental sustainability (reduce by half those
without basic sanitation and access to safe drinking water)
Develop a global partnership for development




