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Conference in the Parliament of the Netherlands

Three new, innovative initiatives on South-South cooperation were hailed during a high-level conference in the
Parliament of the Netherlands in The Hague on 30 May 2011: Social Watch, Partners in South-South Cooperation

and Cordaid Communities of Change.

The conference was hosted by Sjoera Dikkers, Member of
Parliament for the Dutch Labour Party, PvdA.

On a sunny Monday afternoon on 30 May 2011, dozens
of interested people entered a conference room in the
Parliament of the Netherlands in The Hague. Journal-
ists, diplomats and others were eager to hear politicians,
experts and scientists discuss South-South cooperation.

Sjoera Dikkers gave the distinguished speakers and several
dozens of guests a warm welcome, and presented them
with coffee and tea. Dikkers opened the meeting and gave
the Costa Rican Minister of Foreign Affairs the floor.

René Castro Salazar

e Minister of Foreign Affairs, Costa Rica, since 2 March
2010

e Former Minister of Environment and Energy (1994-1998);
performed the first CO2 transaction in the world

e Master’s and doctorate from Harvard University

‘South-South cooperation was a visionary Dutch idea,
and today it is starting to pay off. The participants know

the practical problems first-hand, so they can find and
implement solutions more efficiently than others.’

Minister René Castro told the audience he had started
working with the Netherlands back in the nineties, when he
was still Minister of Environment and Energy. He success-
fully cooperated with Dutch authorities on sustainable
development, especially deforestation. The end result
was that forests started growing back, covering more of
Costa Rica’s land every year. The Mexicans got wind of this
initiative as well, and together with the Costa Ricans they
even sparked the important REDD+ Agreement at the UN’s
Cancun Conference in 2010 about climate change.

Castro was approached by Dutch officials again, now
to discuss the possibility of cooperating with Benin and
Bhutan.

‘We initially thought, this is another one of these crazy

Dutch ideas! Let’s do it.”

The bilateral agreements between Costa Rica, Benin
and Bhutan evolved into a highly unique multilateral
agreement.

Then this initiative evolved into Partners in South-South
Cooperation, which created a unique, new way of working
that led to many improvements in these three countries.

The Costa Rican Minister of Foreign Affairs said he wanted
to attend the hearing at the Dutch Parliament to express
his gratitude to the Dutch authorities for the start-up
subsidy. The Dutch donated around USS$13 million to the
programme.

Minister Castro invited guests to think about where to go
from here, stressing that the experience and knowledge
gained from the programme should not be wasted. He
also stressed that the European Union must be part of the
cycle of cooperation.



Panel 1: Relevance of South-South cooperation

Marianella Feoli

e Coordinator of Partners in South-South Cooperation in
Costa Rica, since October 2006

Marianella Feoli can talk vividly about all the benefits that
the Partners in South-South Cooperation have to offer.
The coordinator of the programme in Costa Rica knows
by heart how many new and improved jobs and products
have been created.

Feoli was proud to present the many great results. For
example, experts in Benin have introduced people in Costa
Rica and Bhutan to the idea of cultivating edible insects
as nutritional cattle feed and an extra source of income.
Bhutanese experts shared knowledge with farmers in Costa
Rica and Benin on the cultivation of high-value shiitake
mushrooms. And Costa Rican farmers taught their colleagues
in Benin how to cultivate and market organic pineapples.

Thanks to the advice from Costa Rican farmers, the annual

yield of pineapples in Benin went up from 30,000 to 70,000
kilos per hectare.

Showing the audience the numbers on slides, Marianella
Feoli explained that the partnership now has 36 projects up
and running. They involve companies, NGOs, universities,
governments and civil society. The participants from the
three countries work closely together, and keep a sharp
eye on equality and reciprocity.

Once the productive sectors are developed, no further
investment will be needed.

The cooperation has extended to many other fields. Sustain-
able development is not the only focus. The projects also
promote sustainable tourism, energy efficiency, sustainable
production and biodiversity. On top of that , the projects
deal with gender equality as a cross-cutting theme.
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Chaired by David Sogge, independent consultant, visiting professor at Harvard University
and Princeton University, fellow of the Transnational Institute in Amsterdam. Author of
numerous books and articles on Angola, Mozambique and other African countries.

Thanks to this comprehensive approach, the programme
received the United Nations Global Award for South-South
Cooperation in 2010 in the ‘Partnership’ and ‘Climate
Change Solutions’ categories.

The figures are impressive. To date, the programme has
created hundreds of new jobs, 328 new enterprises and 174
new services; 8,885 families are using clean technologies,
and 3,505 farmers have converted to organic production;
4,717 families have improved their annual income; and 1,200
women have been included in decision-making processes.

Marianella Feoli responded to questions from the audience
and underlined that the results were achieved at a relatively
low cost. Dutch funding was about US$13 million (about €8
million), while the budget from local partners was about
USS$4 million (about €2.8 million).

This programme is less expensive than sending experts to
developing countries, Feoli stressed. Instead, farmers and
local people share their own knowledge and experience.

Feoli was proud that ‘not a dollar was spent on translation.
The farmers understood each other because they speak

the language of farming. Understanding is not just a
question of language, it comes from understanding the
conditions in which they live.’




Roberto Bissio

René Grotenhuis

¢ Coordinator of Social Watch

¢ Executive Director of Third World Institute (ITeM)

e Studied architecture at Universidad de la Republica,
Uruguay

‘What is South-South cooperation? How do you measure
it? And why does it matter?’ Roberto Bissio demystifies
the concept.

Development policy was dominated for a long time by
the principal donors (in Europe), but now the world is
changing. China is about to become the leading economy
in the world. The Brazilian Development Bank is now doling
out more money than the World Bank. Initially a national
development bank, this Brazilian Development Bank is
opening up to countries in South America and Africa. It
deals not only with development cooperation, but also
promotes Brazilian companies.

The story of South-South cooperation is different from
other cooperation stories, according to Bissio. It is driven
by different processes. The ultimate objectives, cooperation
and benefits for Southern actors, are achieved by finding
common positions for regional integration.

Roberto Bissio described Social Watch as an international
network of civil society organisations that hold their
governments accountable for social development objec-
tives. Social Watch has developed indexes to measure the
achievement of these commitments in poverty eradication
and gender equality.

The network’s organisations act as watchdogs to monitor
national governments. Members of Social Watch find that
they share common ideas and face similar problems. They
agree, for example, that South—South cooperation is a key
tool for analysing the roots of common problems facing
developing countries.

e Executive Director of development organisation Cordaid,
since 2003

e Former director of Pharos

e Studied theology at Katholieke Theologische Hogeschool
Utrecht

Most of the world’s problems have a global dimension
today. But people from different countries are also globally
connected, so it has become much easier for them to share
their knowledge and experience. This was one of the main
points made by René Grotenhuis in his speech.

The director of Cordaid also explained that South-South
cooperation fits increasingly into what he calls ‘the changing
paradigm of development cooperation’. The North-South
framework still predominates today: the ‘rich’ help the
‘poor’ by transferring technology, money and people to
get things done.

But the programme between Bhutan, Benin and Costa Rica
shows that we are entering a new world, in which develop-
ment cooperation is part of a global community of change.

South-South cooperation is like ‘building a bridge while
you are walking on it’. No one can predict what is going
to happen, so results are achieved during this process.
‘As Europeans, we have to be part of this process and not
remain outside it,’ said René Grotenhuis.

‘The question is: how should the European Union engage

in South-South cooperation?’

In René Grotenhuis’s experience as director of Cordaid,
he has identified a pattern of recurring problems. For
instance, pastoralists have poor access to water, and this is
a problem that crosses borders. So countries can only solve
this problem by cooperating with each other.

Another example is the restricted movement civil society
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organisations have as watchdogs to monitor govern-
ments. The fight against terrorism has caused problems
for civil society organisations in a range of countries. They
face similar problems, so bringing them together would
make it much easier to find common solutions to these
problems.

We refer to the South-South cooperation we are engaged
in as building global communities of change.

We recognise that people do not live in isolation, and that
problems cross borders and need common approaches.

Charles B. Todjinou

e Ambassador of Benin to the European Union in
Brussels

‘For a win-win partnership we in the South also need
each other,” ambassador Charles Todjinou of Benin told
the audience.

The past 36 years haven’t witnessed much change in the
economic development of most African countries. These
countries thought that they would become less marginal-
ised by working together with the European Union. It is
now time to move away from dependency to a win-win
situation, with more South-South cooperation.

Lhaba Tshering

e Senior Programme Officer at the Sustainable Develop-
ment Secretariat, Thimphu, Bhutan

e Studied at the Boston University School of Manage-
ment

Lhaba Tshering, project coordinator and leader of the
Buhtanese delegation, dressed in the traditional costume
of his Himalayan country, praised the idea of developing
countries helping each other without the intervention of
experts from above the equator.

‘Traditional support of rich Northern countries to Southern
countries shows that the North thinks it knows better. The
whole point of South-South cooperation is that people
from the South know best what their needs are,” Tshering
said at the conference.

‘We thank the Dutch people, and we hope for continued

support in the near future.

He explained, for example, how Bhutan introduced the
concept of Gross National Happiness to Benin and Costa
Rica. The driving force behind the idea is that there is more
to life than the Gross National Product.

Tshering said he was aware that there is much scepticism in
the Netherlands about development aid. ‘But if you look at
the number of people benefiting from this project — 5,000
— then that speaks for itself, he said.

This translates into an investment of €460 per year per
family. It is a sustainable investment. Now that the project is
finished, the products are produced and marketed without
the need for further support.



Panel 2: South-South cooperation
from the Netherlands to Brussels

Chaired by Erik Nijland

Bram van Ojik

¢ Director, Department for Social Development, Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, the Netherlands
e Studied economics at Vrije Universiteit Amsterdam

Bram van Ojik was happy to hear the words of appre-
ciation expressed by participants from Costa Rica, Bhutan
and Benin. He congratulated the Partners in South-South
Cooperation on its achievements, which he described as
being ‘nothing short of excellent’.

Van Ojik also acknowledged the capacity building work
Social Watch has been engaged in to promote account-
ability. He expressed interest in the presentation on global
communities for change.

Though the Netherlands Ministry of Foreign Affairs does
not have a formal position on South-South cooperation, he
acknowledged that this kind of cooperation is becoming
more and more important.

Referring to Roberto Bissio’s presentation, he argued
that there are both good and bad examples of South-

South cooperation. But one thing is clear: ‘South-South
cooperation is quite simply the next phase in the process
of globalisation.”

¢ Capacity Development Coordinator at Dutch development organisation Hivos
* Previously in charge of Hivos’ regional office in Central America (2000-2005)

Izabella Toth

e |nstitutional Funds Policy Advisor at Cordaid since 2004
e Studied law at Erasmus University Rotterdam and litera-
ture at E6tvos Lorand University in Budapest

What is inclusive ownership? It is the use of the context
and inputs of partners and local people as a starting point
when formulating development strategies. Democratic
tools that favour transparency and public participation are
preconditions for successful ownership.

Toth expects the Structured Dialogue to result in the trans-
lation of political commitments into adequate political
and operational strategic engagements with civil society
in Europe and in partner countries.

The Netherlands has to consolidate its leading position
even further on the European development cooperation
agenda. And European development policy has to incorpo-
rate the efforts of all European member states to increase
its impact.



Panel 3: Dutch leadership in a European policy
for South-South cooperation

e Member of Dutch Parliament for the Christian Demo-
cratic Party, CDA, since 2002

e Former Secretary-General of Samen Kerk in Nederland
(SKIN), Policy Officer at Fundagdo Samuel, Sdo Paulo,
Brazil

¢ Studied development cooperation, Spanish and Portu-
guese at Leiden University

‘South-South cooperation should have been self-evident

a long time ago.”

‘We were already working on South-South cooperation
some 15 years ago, when | lived and worked in South
America. | think the reason why it is still not self-evident
is because our thinking is still too top-down. We see
ourselves as donating countries as being at the top and
consider the receiving countries as being “down”. This
still plays a role in our relations and agreements with
receiving countries.’

MP Kathleen Ferrier addressed the conference by means of
a written declaration that was read out by chair Mirjam van
Reisen in an improvised translation from Dutch to English.

Ferrier wrote that she agrees with Dambisa Moyo, who
argues that one of the negative effects of development
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Chaired by Mirjam van Reisen

e Professor of International Social Responsibility at Tiloburg University, since 2010

e Director of the advisory group on development aid, EEPA, in Brussels, since 2003
e PhD from Maastricht University

cooperation is that receiving countries think they are more
accountable for their spending to their donors than to
their own people. ‘That is why | have asked for evalua-
tions of the Dutch policy by knowledge institutes in devel-
oping countries themselves. They have to say whether
our policies are making a difference,’ Ferrier stated. ‘This
happens too seldom.”

It makes complete sense to Ferrier that if the North expects

the South to have a critical attitude, then the South will
focus more on other Southern countries and less on a
dependent relationship with the North.

‘That explains why this is the starting point for the CDA’s
policy, and it is something other European countries should
consider. Promoting cooperation between developing
countries should be the focus of European development
policy’



Sjoera Dikkers

e Member of Parliament for the Dutch Labour Party, PvdA,
since 2010

e Former director of Oxfam-Novib’s E-motive programme,
Defence for Children and Stop Aids Now

¢ Studied marketing in the tropics in Deventer

Sjoera Dikkers concluded the conference by thanking the
speakers. She congratulated Social Watch, Partners in
South-South Cooperation and Cordaid.

She specifically noted the many positive remarks about
Dutch financial support:

‘It is a moral duty to share what Europeans have earned.
We need to open up and share both our knowledge and
our money.’

Dikkers was satisfied that the projects used their subsidies
well.

‘I will confidently inform the average Dutch taxpayer that

their tax money was well spent.’

Dikkers said she will ask the Minister of Foreign Affairs Uri
Rosenthal and the State Secretary for Foreign Affairs Ben
Knapen for more money for projects like Partners in South-
South Cooperation. Indeed, she recommends that the
Netherlands also pioneers investments in new initiatives.

‘The Netherlands,’ Dikkers added, ‘has to take a long, deep
breath and reaffirm its commitment to programmes that
clearly work.

Concluding remarks of the conference
in the Parliament of the Netherlands on
South-South cooperation

Mirjam van Reisen

e Professor of International Social Responsibility at Tilburg
University, since 2010

e Director of the advisory group on development aid, EEPA,
in Brussels, since 2003

Mirjam van Reisen thanked all the participants for joining
the hearing. She concluded that the Netherlands has shown
leadership by supporting South-South cooperation at an
early stage. South-South cooperation has proven to be a
promising development strategy.

She commended the programmes that had been presented:
‘The South-South partnership between Costa Rica, Benin
and Bhutan, and international South-South cooperation
such as initiatives supported by Social Watch and Cordaid’s
Communities of Change, is what development cooperation
is all about. It clearly deserves our full support. There is no
doubt in my mind that it also deserves the urgent support
of the European Commission, who should back these
efficient partnershps and similar projects in the coming
years with the money needed to maintain them.

‘The European Union can really learn from the Netherlands when

it comes to new strategies for development cooperation.’

The European Commission should prioritise a multi-
stakeholder approach, according to Van Reisen. To build
sectors, organisations have to cooperate with all segments
of society. We are not only representing our interests, but
rather we are establishing real partnerships.’

The European Commission’s support to Social Watch was
also commended: ‘The European Commission is right to
support programmes that contribute to real democracy.
It is one of our biggest challenges, and organisations such
as Social Watch play a key role in building the capacities of
civil societies as watchdogs for accountable governance.
Building global communities of change is a key strategy for

South-South cooperation.
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Three continents, three countries ... one vision

Exhibition featuring photographs of participants from Benin, Bhutan and Costa Rica by Javier del Campo: ‘Benin, Bhu-
tan, Costa Rica through one lens’
Partners in South-South Cooperation (PSSC) says ‘Thank you, the Netherlands’

Before the hearing at the Dutch Parliament, Deputy Mayor Marjolein de Jong (The Hague’s alderman for Culture,
Urban Affairs and International Affairs) and René Castro, Costa Rican Minister of Foreign Affairs, opened an exhibition
in the City Hall Atrium in The Hague featuring 60 beautiful, amusing and breathtaking photographs from Benin, Bhutan
and Costa Rica. The aim was to share the success of the development project with Dutch citizens, and to thank them
for their financial support. Javier del Campo wanted his photographs to show that these three countries, while differ-
ent in many ways, also share many similarities. Del Campo used his lens to convey the warmth of the people, evident
in the many smiles on people’s faces in these photographs.

The Hague International Centre
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The photographer Javier del Campo with the Deputy Mayor of The Hague, Marjolein de Jong (centre left and right)
with the Minister of Foreign Affairs from Costa Rica, René Castro (right).
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Recommendations

Following are some of the general lessons learned from
the views of the many experts and politicians during the
debates in the Parliament of the Netherlands and the
European Parliament:

South-South cooperation is the way forward.

The Partners in South-South Cooperation initiative
provides a good model for similar projects between
countries in the South. The organisation has been
successful at creating jobs and products, and improving
both the environment and thousands of people’s living
conditions at a relatively low cost.

Social Watch has demonstrated how to build civil society’s
capacity as a watchdog for monitoring governments and
increasing their effectiveness and accountability.

Globalisation means that problems are increasingly
crossing borders. It is through South-South cooperation
that communities of change can be built not only within
but also between countries. The stronger they are, the
more likely they will have the capacity to find solutions
together.

More resources are needed for South-South cooperation.

South-South cooperation has its own dynamics, and it is
important that it gets all the room it needs.

It is time that the EU, as a leader in promoting aid effec-
tiveness, supports South-South cooperation instead of
just focusing on bilateral aid.
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‘A new way for development aid’

Interview with Marianella Feoli

‘A new, different way for development, that’s what | call it.
Instead of one party telling the other what to do, we need
to learn from each other. Aid must be built on equality.
Young and cheerful Marianella Feoli is the coordinator in
Costa Rica for the Partners in South-South Cooperation. In
this programme, Costa Rica, Benin and Bhutan help each
other to develop.

For example, farmers in Bhutan taught farmers in Costa
Rica how to grow a variety of mushrooms. An expert farmer
from the National Mushroom Centre of Bhutan spent two
weeks in Costa Rica. He spoke to small groups of farmers
who previously cultivated blackberries. But global warming
meant they were harvesting less and less. ‘Learning how
to cultivate shiitake mushrooms meant they had a new
product, and therefore a new market a well. This is just
one of 36 projects that was launched.”

How did you choose the projects?

‘We made an inventory of these countries’ strengths and
weaknesses. And then we made a connection. We looked
at pineapple cultivation, for example, which is one of Costa
Rica’s strengths. Benin, on the other hand, was having
difficulty growing them. So growers from Costa Rica gave
advice to farmers in Benin.

‘Bhutan is another example. It wanted to concentrate
less on nature tourism and more on adventure tourism. A
foreign rafting company was called in to help. And besides
helping Bhutan’s tourism industry, this company learned
many other things in Bhutan!

Are there more projects on the horizon?

‘Yes, quite a few as a matter of fact. There is an organic
farming project in the pipeline. Bhutan and Costa Rica want
to improve their farmers’ technical skills. How many insec-
ticides are needed for the cultivation of red rice? And how
can we create more opportunities for small-scale farmers?
The new projects are getting a chance to grow thanks to
the success of the 36 ongoing projects. We are trying to
improve more than just the technical knowledge of those
involved. We also want to improve the trade. Teach people
how to sell something for US$100, instead of USS5.

‘So we try to bring together people from different countries
and different sectors. Besides helping farmers’ organisa-
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tions with technical knowledge, we also provide logis-
tical help. Pineapple growers are not only interested in
increasing their yield per acre. In Benin, the yield has
actually increased from 30,000 to 70,000 kilos per hectare,
thanks to help from Costa Rica. But helping them sell their
product on the European market is just as important. After
all, there’s no point increasing your yield if you can’t sell
your product.

Aren’t exporters from Costa Rica, Benin end Bhutan
becoming competitors then?

‘The market in Europe is big enough to handle exports from
all three countries. We are now on the market together.
If one producer is short on produce, he recommends the
products of a colleague from another country. We are three
small countries, not competitors.

Will other countries join the partnership?

‘Sure! Right now, we have three very different countries
operating on the market. A list of their differences would be
very long! Just as the list of similarities would be short. But
the point is, what do we have in common? This is the basis
for participating successfully in a project like this. In South
America, we have approached Peru, Ecuador and Guatemala,
and they are interested. We also approached Haiti.

Haiti? Can you learn from such a poor country?

‘Absolutely. We were in contact with a small community
in Haiti. They told us about a microcredit project that was
handing out small loans. The people in Costa Rica were
very interested in this project. That is an idea that we can
further develop.”

The partnership was created with a grant of €8 million
from Dutch development funds. Will you ask the Dutch for
more money?

‘No! The reason we are now in the Netherlands is to show
people that their tax money was not wasted. It’s really
about accountability. We want people to be confident that
their money is being well spent. Perhaps others would
like to contribute, but we certainly will not ask the Dutch
government for more money. We are grateful to you all.

‘It was a crazy Dutch idea to have three developing countries
work together. But the best things come out of the craziest
ideas.



‘South-South cooperation starts to pay off’

Matthijs van Bonzel, Ambassador of the Netherlands in
Costa Rica, interviewed by EEPA on the success of the
project run by Partners in South-South Cooperation

f

A

What makes the Partners in South-South Cooperation special
and stand out from other programmes you have seen?

‘Traditional development cooperation is very much North-
South oriented. The North sends funds, experts and ideas,
and the South receives them. South-South as conceived by
Costa Rica, Benin, Bhutan and the Netherlands wanted to
break through that trend. That takes time. South-South is
still innovative today.

‘South-South cooperation is starting to pay off. Gradually.
Original, pioneering ideas are producing results today. To
mention a few: the exchange of new agricultural methods,
the exchange of best practices in eco-tourism, the discovery
of Afro-Caribbean cultural links, music, how to promote
micro-entrepreneurship for women, the diversification of
rural people’s diets, coping with climate change in devel-
oping countries. And to mention a special case: the discovery
of the happiness index as a useful tool to measure develop-
ment worldwide, in addition to the traditional GDP index.

From the 36 partnership projects that were implemented,
which three projects were very special for you?

‘Sustainable agriculture. Costa Rica has been sharing 20
years of experience in integrated rural development,
combining three things, win-win-win: helping farmers to
reforest degrading land, diversifying agricultural production
and protecting water supplies.

‘Mushrooms. Asians know how to produce, commercialise
and consume them, while Latin Americans don’t. So Bhutan
shows the way, helping women to organise and produce
a new crop, and sell it to the better Asian health food
restaurants in San Jose.

Music. | met up with enthusiastic musicians from Benin
and exchanged knowledge and inspiration with Costa
Ricans about the origin and current development of Afro-
Caribbean music in Latin America.’

Partners in South-South Cooperation won the United
Nations Global Award for South-South Cooperation in
2010. Do you think they deserved it?

‘New areas of cooperation and exchange are arising
between developing countries and emerging nations. The
UN welcomes this development. It is still moderate in terms
of its impact, but nonetheless positive and on a global
scale. That’s why it deserves the UN’s recognition. A well-
observed and well-deserved award.’

What impact has the programme had to have made it such
a success?

‘Southern nations have become both co-donors and co-re-
cipients. They advise each other and work together. We
welcome such partnerships. We are facing the dramatic
consequences of climate change. North and South need to
work on the basis of these kinds of partnerships.’

You are the Dutch ambassador to Costa Rica. What do you
think has been the value of the programme for the relation-
ship between Costa Rica and the Netherlands?

‘The programme set the tone for a balanced and mature
relationship. It suits both our nations well. Our relationship
is evolving nowadays through the promotion of interna-
tional legal order and trade, not aid.’

What is the future of the programme and of South-South
Cooperation?

‘Publish or perish. Whence the importance of conferences
and reports that not only evaluate the results, insights and
experiences of Fundecooperacidn, Costa Rica’s platform
for cooperation between the government, civil society,
private stakeholders and other sectors, and but also the
other governments involved, the women'’s cooperatives
and the farmers/
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Organising Inclusive Ownership

The EU’s Structured Dialogue to
strengthen cooperation with

Non State Actors in the South

Hearing in the Parliament of the Netherlands —
30 May 2011
Time: 16:00 - 18:00

Organising Inclusive Ownership
The EU’s Structured Dialogue to strengthen
cooperation non-state actors in the South

Sjoera Dikkers

Member of the Parliament of the Netherlands

Sjoera Dikkers has been a member of the Parliament of the Netherlands for the Labour Party since June 2010. Her portfolio includes
international cooperation and international trade. She has held a number of senior positions in Dutch civil society organisations, including
Director of Defence for Children/ECPAT, E-Motive and Bonded Labour in the Netherlands (BLinN). She has a long-standing affinity with
international development cooperation, having served for five years as Director of the Evert Vermeer Stichting, a knowledge institute
for international development and politics linked to the Labour Party.

René Castro Salazar

Minister of Foreign Affairs, Costa Rica

René Castro Salazar earned his master’s and doctorate degrees from Harvard University. His postgraduate studies concentrated on design,
environmental economics and natural resources. He has held various positions in the public sector in Costa Rica including Minister of
Environment and Energy, Vice-minister of Internal Affairs, National Director of Transportation and president of the local government
of San José. He has also held positions as a board member in various organisations in Costa Rica, and has attended conventions on
biodiversity, climate change and the ozone as chief representative for Costa Rica.

David Sogge

Independent Consultant

A board member of the Transnational Institute, David Sogge works as an independent advisor for donors, and specialises in civil society.
His research and other professional activities in Africa provided the basis for books and articles on Angola and Mozambique and many
unpublished reports on South Africa. More recently, evaluative research assignments have taken him to Eastern Europe and the former
Soviet republics.

Marianella Feoli

General Manager of Fundecooperacion for Sustainable Development

Marianella Feoli is an industrial engineer and the General Manager of Fundecooperacion for Sustainable Development, a Costa Rican
non-government organisation with inter-sectoral representation dedicated to promoting and financing sustainable development projects.
She is in charge of the Secretariat of Partners in South-South Cooperation for Benin, Bhutan and Costa Rica. She is also a professor at
the University of Costa Rica, as part of the Faculty of Industrial Engineering in the field of social responsibility.

Roberto Bissio

Coordinator of Social Watch and Executive Director of the Third World Institute

Roberto Bissio, a journalist and researcher from Uruguay, is the Executive Director of the Third World Institute and Coordinator of
Social Watch, a network of civil society organisations in 50 countries devoted to the analysis and debate of social policies. Bissio is a
member of the civil society committee that advises the United Nations Development Programme administrator and sits on the boards
of the Third World Network, the Women’s Environment and Development Organization and the Montreal International Forum. He also
teaches social responsibility at the Faculty of Industrial Engineering at the University of Costa Rica.
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René Grotenhuis

Executive Director, Cordaid

René Grotenhuis is Director of Cordaid, the Catholic Organisation for Relief and Development Aid, in The Hague, the Netherlands.
Grotenhuis gained experience in the field of development cooperation, initially as a policy officer and later as a member of the executive
board of several Dutch development organisations (until 1998). He was until recently the President of the International Cooperation
for Development and Solidarity (CIDSE).

Erik Nijland

Capacity Development Coordinator, Hivos

Erik Nijland started working with Hivos in Central America, where he was in charge of the regional office. Hivos is a non-governmental
organisation, based in the Netherlands and guided by humanist values, working for a fair, free and sustainable world. After five years
in Central America, Nijland moved to The Hague and became Head of the Bureau of Sustainable Economic Development.

Bram van Ojik

Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Netherlands

Bram van Qjik is Director, Department for Social Development, Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the Netherlands. He specialises in develop-
ment economics, and worked for Oxfam-Novib from 1990 to 1993 before becoming a member of the House of Representatives for
the Greenleft party between 1993 and 1994. In 1997, he switched to the Dutch Ministry of Foreign Affairs, where he became Director
of Public Communication on Development Cooperation. After spending three years in Benin as Dutch Ambassador, he returned to the
Netherlands in 2006 to become Director of the Policy and Operations Evaluation Department.

Izabella Toth

Policy Officer, Cordaid

Izabella Toth is a Policy Officer for Institutional Funds at Cordaid, co-convenor of the working group of the International Cooperation for
Development and Solidarity (CIDSE) and Caritas Europa, Chair of CONCORD’s Financing for Development and Relief working group and
Vice-chair of the CONCORD Structured Dialogue Taskforce. This Structured Dialogue Taskforce is responsible for the ongoing negotia-
tions with the European Commission, Member States and European Parliament regarding the future (post-2013) working environment
for CSOs in development cooperation.

Mirjam van Reisen

Professor of International Social Responsibility, Tilburg University and Director of EEPA

Mirjam van Reisen is founding director of Europe External Policy Advisors (EEPA) based in Brussels. She has 20 years experience working
both in and alongside European Commission institutions. In October 2010, Van Reisen was appointed Professor of International Social
Responsibility at Tilburg University. She is the author of Window of Opportunity: EU Development Cooperation after the End of the
Cold War (Africa World Press) and EU Global Player (International Books). Mirjam van Reisen sits on the steering committee of Social
Watch and serves on the board of the Transnational Institute.

Kathleen Ferrier

Member of the Parliament of the Netherlands

Kathleen Gertrud Ferrier, who was born in Suriname, has been a member of the Parliament of the Netherlands since 2002, representing
the Christian Democratic Appeal. She is a member of the parliamentary standing committees on foreign affairs and defence as well as
on education, culture and science, and health, welfare and sport.
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Overview of PSSC in the Media

Costa Rica: ‘El sentido de urgencia nos esta haciendo falta’
Radio Netherlands Worldwide Latinoamérica - 30/5/2011 (Spanish)

Canciller René Castro visita el Parlamento Europeo
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores - Republica de Costa Rica - 01/06/2011 (Spanish)

Canciller René Castro, alienta desde Holanda la cooperacién Sur-Sur
Ministerio de Relaciones Exteriores - Republica de Costa Rica - 30/05/2011 (Spanish)

South-South cooperation, antidote to Western arrogance
Radio Netherlands Worldwide - 20/6/2011
http://www.rnw.nl/afrique/article/coop%C3%A9ration-sud-sud-antidote-%C3%A0-larrogance-occidentale (French)

Ontwikkelingslanden geven elkaar hulp
De Telegraaf (Dutch) 31/5/2011

Ontwikkelingslanden bedanken Nederlanders
OneWorld.nl - 8/6/2011 (Dutch)

Hulp van ontwikkelingslanden aan elkaar blijkt heel effectief
Trouw.nl - 3/6/2011 (Dutch)

Walking the Talk Towards South-South Cooperation
Indepthnews - 2/6/2011

‘De optimisten hebben het vliegtuig uitgevonden’
ViceVersa - 1/6/2011 (Dutch)

Shift to south-south cooperation in developmental aid
New Europe - 31/5/2011

COSTA RICA: CANCILLER VALORO EN LA HAYA COOPERACION SUR-SUR
Ansa - 30/5/2011 (Spanish)

Costa Rica toont dankbaarheid aan Nederland
Reformatorisch Dagblad - 30/5/2011 (Dutch)

Costa Rica muestra su agradecimiento a Holanda
Radio Netherlands Worldwide - Latinoamérica - 30/05/2011 (Spanish)

PSSC leaders show Dutch their gratitude
Radio Netherlands Worldwide - 30/5/2011

Van Reisen, M. (2011) The old man and the seas. The future of EU-ACP relations. Special report in The Broker 25, June/July
Radio Hoe?Zo! — Interview with Mirjam van Reisen — 14/6/2011 http://www.eepa.be/wcm/dmdocuments/Radio_HoeZo.pdf

CNN, Documentary/11/7/2011
‘Pineapple farmers share expertise’
http://edition.cnn.com/video/#/video/international/2011/07/11/mpa.purefoy.benin.pineapple.cnn?iref=allsearch
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Award

In 2010, Partners in South-South Cooperation won the
United Nations’ South-South Cooperation Award in the
categories ‘Partnership’ and ‘Climate Change Solutions’.
This award recognises Partners in South-South Cooperation
as a successful programme because its activities emphasise
mutual needs and interests based on reciprocity, equality
between the members and the participation of govern-
ments, civil society, universities and businesses.

PSC: winners of the UN Partnership Award!

2010-12-02

The Third Annual Global South-South
Development Expo (GSSD Expo) concluded and we are extremely proud that we won the
South-South Cooperation Award 2010 for Partnership and a special recognition as one of the
most innovative solutions in the forum of climate change and environment.

“The Program for South-South Cooperation on Sustainable Development between Benin,
Bhutan and Costa Rica (PSC) emerged as a Strategic Partnership for Cooperation on
Sustainable Development by the Government of the Netherlands, which provided funding to
promote environmental efforts in each of the countries. The South-South Cooperation
Program has focused its efforts on three components of sustainable development: economic
development, social development and environmental protection, three pillars that uphold one
another. In its wide range of projects, including conservation and sustainable use of
biodiversity, sustainable agriculture, and development of low-cost renewable technologies,
global thinking has been translated into local performance by the people of three countries on
three different continents”. From the jury Report.

This annual event, founded by the United Nations in 2008, allowed the developing countries
and their partners to learn good practices of South - South cooperation for future cooperation.
As part of the event, the Program for South - South was the only program that won in the
Partnership category, this recognition pays tribute to the solution showing the best spirit of
cooperation within the South — South countries.

Also, this award recognized that PSC is a successful program because our activities
emphasize mutual needs and interests and are based on real reciprocity, on equality between
the members and on the participation not only of governments but also of civil society,
universities and businesses. Through our projects, people from the various countries have
built a lasting friendship and they remain engaged with each other.

Check the GSSD Expo website for multimedia content.
(http://www.southsouthexpo.org/press-releases.asp )
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Websites of organisations participating in the conference:

Partners in South-South Cooperation www.southsouthcooperation.net
SocialWatch www.socialwatch.org

Cordaid www.cordaid.nl

Cidse www.cidse.org

Hivos www.hivos.nl

EEPA www.eepa.be

EU https://webgate.ec.europa.eu/fpfis/mwikis/aidco/index.php/Structured_dialogue




