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Previously reported by the Situation Report of EEPA

Briefing EEPA Horn of Africa No 2: Ethiopia PM Abiy claims that the regional government of Tigray state is
undermining the central authority of Addis Ababa, by carrying out elections in September 2020, which were not
recognised by Addis Ababa. National elections had been postponed due to the COVID-situation. Tigray People’s
Liberation Front (TPLF) won a new mandate, it claims, through the elections it held. It claims that PM Abiy was
in cohoot with Eritrean Pres Isayas to undermine Tigray. PM Abiy ordered a reorganisation of the Northern
command of the Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF). This constitutes an important part of the ENDF,
stationed in Tigray region due to the earlier conflict with Eritrea. This conflict ended with an agreement between
Abiy and Afwerki in July 2018. Abiy ordered the split of the Northern command. After PM Abiy sent a general to
carry out the division of the Northern command, the TPLF sent him back to Addis Ababa. In a next move, PM
Abiy sent troops in a cargo plane on 3 November to the Tigray capital X 7@3%. The TPLF ordered the arrest of
the troops. Details on what happened with them are missing and contradictory. Shooting from the main camp
of the Northern Command in Qwiha/Ek 7. 3¢ was reported starting from ca. 10 pm. Different sources claim that
some members of the ENDF had sided with Tigray Defense Forces (TDF) and other parts of the ENDF resisted,
which led to bloodshed. Similar events are reported from other military posts in Tigray around the same time.
Sources from inside the TPLF, claimed that it was a pre-emptive strike due to preparations for an immediate
attack by the federal government. PM Abiy called a law and order operation with the aim to restore his authority
over the region. PM Abiy instated a temporary provisional government in Tigray to replace the elected TPLF
regional government. He declared a six-month state of emergency in Tigray. Operations to get control over the
Tigray capital £k 77 3K started 28th of November. The TPLF withdrew from the capital and the ENDF took control
of the capital. Eritrea participates in the war, by providing support to Ethiopian troops within Eritrea and by
sending troops into Tigray. The latter is denied by both PM Abiy and Eritrea President Afewerki. However, the
evidence from Tigray and Ethiopia is overwhelming. The US State Department declared Eritrea was engaged in
the war after studying evidence. The report is available here. (31 December 2020)

Situation Report No. 04: Bellingcat reports that the use of UAE drones from United Arab Emirates (UAE) from
the harbour Assab (Eritrea) for attacks on Tigray is possible, based on research of the drones and their origin.
The TPLF-leadership has made repeated claims of drone-attacks in the Tigray region. The report is available here.
(20 November 2020)

Situation Report No. 31: A report based on testimonials of three Egyptian officials and one European diplomat
indicates that the UAE used its base in Assab (Eritrea) to launch drones strikes against Tigray. The investigative
platform Bellingcat confirmed the presence of Chinese-produced drones at the UAE’s military base in Assab,
Eritrea. The report is available here. (31 December 2020)

Situation Report No. 52: In the leaked zoom meeting video the Ethiopian general also talked about the use of
armed drones in the war in Tigray. “While the war was happening in front we were attacking/bombing them
behind the frontlines with drones and we don’t know who is dead and alive”, said the general. The report is
available here. (11 January 2021)

Situation Report No. 59: Sudan Tribune reported, the head of the Sudanese Sovereign Council, Abdel Fattah al-
Burhan, disclosed that Sudanese troops were deployed on the border as per an agreement with the Ethiopian
Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, arranged prior to the beginning of the war. Al-Burhan told a gathering about the
arrangements that were made in the planning of the military actions: “I visited Ethiopia shortly before the
events, and we agreed with the Prime Minister of Ethiopia that the Sudanese armed forces would close the
Sudanese borders to prevent border infiltration to and from Sudan by an armed party.” Al-Burhan stated:
"Actually, this is what the (Sudanese) armed forces have done to secure the international borders and have
stopped there." His statement suggests that Abiy Ahmed spoke with him about the military plans before
launching the military operation in Tigray. The report is available here. (18 January 2021)

Situation Report No. 64: Report that Chinese Unmanned Aerial Vehicles (UAV), drones, were used in the war in
Tigray, by the UAE deployed in Eritrea. The article reads (in translation): “According to a report by TASS on
December 3, the United Arab Emirates (UAE) deployed UAVs in Eritrea recently and had a big success.” Youuav



states: “Under the continuous bombing of drones the Tigray People’s Army kept retreating. And there was no
way to deal with it. The rebels couldn’t support it and began to surrender. On December 1, the Ethiopian
government states that senior officials of the Tigray People’s Army had surrendered to the Ethiopia army. The
official who surrendered was Kriya Ibrahim.” The report states that “In the civil war in Ethiopia, the pterosaur
drones undertook a 24-hour non-stop bombing mission and destroyed the rebels alive.” The article explains that
the deployment of the UAV’s made a critical difference to Ethiopia winning the war: “Although the Ethiopian
army is equipped with advanced weapons including AR-2 rockets, the battle remained a stalemate because the
advantages of those weapons were not fully utilized. But when the pterosaur drones joined, the situation
changed quickly. Death was hovering above the heads of the rebels for 24 hours (..). The drones made the rebels
feel powerless, and the destruction in this period was terrible.” The article confirms earlier reports published in
the Situation Report EEPA. On 17 November, the Spokesperson for the Tigray government, Getachew Reda,
claimed that the UAE was involved in attacks in Tigray through drones sent from Assab port in Eritrea. Africa
Intelligence published earlier that: “Rebel forces in Tigray province claim that they have been bombed by Emirati
combat drones, while Addis Ababa has been releasing images of its own drones, which are observation devices
made by China's Zerotech.” On 18 Nov Tigray President Debretsion wrote a letter to alert that “non-African
actors” had provided UAVs to Eritrean and Ethiopian forces, while sources on the ground reported that UAE
UAVs were carrying out attacks on £ 7% 3¢, Shire and Aksum. On 20/12 it was reported that Bellingcat confirmed
the presence of “Chinese-produced drones” at the UAE’s military base in Assab, Eritrea. Further drone attacks
were reported on in Workeamba in which 85 people died (4/12 2020); Abi Adi where civilians were attacked
indiscriminately (8/12); Central fronts in Tigray (13/12 2020); in Wukro and Tembien where hundreds of civilians
died among others with bombardments carried out with drones ((15/12 2020); two journalists were killed by a
drone attack reported 10/1 2021 and on 21/1 2021 it is reported that the son of Sebhat Nega is killed by a drone
attack, driving in his car. A General of the Ethiopian army stated in a leaked zoom meeting video about the use
of armed drones in the war in Tigray. “While the war was happening in front we were attacking/bombing them
behind the frontlines with drones and we don’t know who is dead and alive”, said the general. Youuav explains
that “the cost of a Chinese-made Pterosaur drone is only about USS1 million”. The report is available here. (23
January 2021)

Situation Report. No 67: Aid workers report sadistic violence used against civilians, including rape: a young
woman separated from relatives was given a choice to be killed or to be raped. Reuters reports that aid workers
report multiple of such stories perpetrated allegedly by militia fighters from Ethiopia’s Amhara region and
Eritrean soldiers, both allied with Abiy’s troops. There have been many such reports of soldiers forcing
themselves on civilians or demanding sex in exchange for basic supplies. Eritrean refugees are high at risk.
According to Reuters, medical centers in the area are under high pressure for emergency contraception and
tests for sexually-transmitted diseases. The report is available here. (26 January 2021)

Situation Report. No 69: The United States has made clear its position that all Eritrean troops need to leave
Tigray immediately citing "Credible reports" had emerged of their involvement in human rights abuses, assaults
in refugee camp, sexual violence and looting. The statement says there is “evidence of Eritrean soldiers forcibly
returning Eritrean refugees from Tigray to Eritrea." The report is available here. (28 January 2021)

Situation Report No 89: A witness has reported that on 4 November 2020 Eritrean soldiers already entered into
the town of Gerhu-sernay, near the Ethiopia-Eritrea border, where it started killing civilians. The attack by
Eritrean troops happened in the night. Therefore, it would appear to have been part of a pre-planned attack.
The official reading by the Ethiopian Government is that it started a law and order operation after Tigray regional
troops attacked the Northern Command on 4 November 2020. A spokesperson close to the Tigray regional
government said that the war in Tigray effectively started on November 3, 2020. That day, Addis Ababa sent a
cargo plane with special forces to ER 77, 3, under the pretext of transporting bank notes. According to the Tigray
regional government, they had intelligence that the special forces were instructed to arrest the Tigray state
government leaders while having a meeting in ER 7. 3K. The tensions reportedly occurred in the context of the
federal government seeking to redeploy the Northern Command of the Ethiopian National Defense Forces
(ENDF), stationed in Tigray. The Tigray regional state government opposed redeployment of the Northern
Command because the constitutional power of PM Abiy had ended on October 5 2020 and, as elections had
been postponed, due to the Covid-19 crisis, the Prime Minister was heading a care-taker government. The report
is available here. (22 February 2021)



Situation Report No. 91: According to a witness who was an Eritrean refugee in the Shimelba camp in Tigray
Eritrean troops entered the camp on 17 November at 14:00 hours. In the previous days, from 15/11 to 17/11
people from the Hitsats refugee camp came to the Shemelba refugee camp. The witness says that the Eritrean
fighters collected all the young refugees. They took us for a meeting and told us “we control 80% of Tigray. We
fight to control BR 77 3E. Now we control this area.” The Eritrean troops that entered Shimelba stated on the
21th of November that “The Government of Eritrea forgives all of you and you can go back to your country.”
They also told us not to leave the camp, because we would be shot, killed, says the witness: “anyone who goes
outside will be our enemy and you must inform us if someone leaves the camp. Otherwise hard punishment will
follow.” According to the report, refugees “remained silent” when asked if they would return to Eritrea. The
Eritrean soldiers then went from house to house to ask each of the refugees. We told them “We do not want to
go, if we are to go then the Red Cross can take us, not the Eritrean Government.” The members of the Shemelba
Refugee Committee gave them this message, so they were blamed. The witness says that the chairman of the
youth club was arrested; the chairman of the youth club disappeared or escaped. They arrested four women
and their children: “We do not know why. In the evening seven children were arrested, and again we did not
know why. They disappeared. “During this time from 28/11 - 17/12 nine children died. Six persons near zone 1
in Shemelba were killed and 5 refugees who had come from Hitsats were killed and one Tigrayan who was in
the camp. “The six people that were killed were put in front of us”, says the witness, “They were together in one
hole and they shot them from the back of their head. You could not recognize their faces. They had been kicked
in their faces.” “On 17 December we were collected, the last group to leave Shemelba” the witness states, “we
were more than 300, the last group to be arrested. They took us to Shiraro. We were there until 25 December.
Then they took us to Badme, to take us to Eritrea. We were arrested before they told us, we will take you to
Eritrea. The guards were very tough.” The report can be entered here. (24 February 2021)

Situation Report No 100: A source close to the elected Regional Government of Tigray reports that preparations
for war were ongoing prior to the 4th of Nov, as “Tigray was already surrounded by different forces including
Eritrea which had been unusually moving close to Tgiray, way before the election took place in Tigray. The
conflict had been evolving since Abyi came to power and continually attacked Tigrayans and the TPLF. When
differences widened, TPLF withdrew from the coalitions of EPRDF which was renamed as PP.” The source states:
“The Tigray regional government officially took the position that postponement of national elections was
unconstitutional and the Ethiopian federal government was a care-taking government after October 5. The
regional government decided that it cannot continue ruling its own region without mandate from the people
and accordingly conducted the regional election.” The source close to the Tigray regional government states
that “The federal government, in close collaboration with the Eritrean government, has been making military
preparations to launch an attack on Tigray. Already a number of divisions had been mobilized by the federal
government towards Gondar, Afar, and Raya to attack Tigray, respectively from the West, East, and Southern
parts of Tigray.” The source states: “The Tigray government received information on a pending attack in the last
week of October. Apart from that, the Federal government had been secretly organizing the Northern Command
to launch sudden secret operations and kill leaders in k7. 3¢ in times when they gather for meetings or other
purposes. The regional government had this intelligence information.” The source states that “using its special
forces in Northern Command, Abiy had planned to suddenly round and kill leaders off the TPLF ruling party
leaders when they gather for meetings.” The source states that “Serious preparations had been taking place for
more than two years and that Tigray was militarily surrounded prior to the start of the war.” He adds “the ruling
party had a meeting four days before the clash with the Northern command, and the preparations of the Abyi
and Eritrea were openly discussed.” A source from 2K 53¢ University stated that he had received a confidential
briefing on the tensions arising prior to the 4th of November. The report is available here. (9 March 2021)
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