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Europe External Programme with Africa is a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications,
and networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa. EEPA has
published extensively on issues related to the movement and/or human trafficking of refugees in the Horn of Africa and
on the Central Mediterranean Route. It cooperates with a wide network of universities, research organisations, civil
society, and experts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and across Africa. The
Situation Reports can be found here. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. You can unsubscribe at any
moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail.

Situation in Sudan (per 28 April)
The Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) and the Rapid Support Forces (RSF) have both accepted the proposal
to extend the ceasefire by another 72 hours. However, fighting continues.
The fighting has worsened, especially in El Geneina in West Darfur. RSF and SAF fighting in West Darfur
has triggered intercommunal violence. An estimated 96 people have died in El Geneina since 24 April, a
spokesperson for the UN High Commissioner for Human Rights said.
The UN calls on the RSF and SAF to stop targeting civilians, as “clashes continue to be reported in
densely populated areas of Khartoum, Bahri, Omdurman and towns in Darfur and North Kordofan.”
There is a high risk of spillover of the conflict in other neighbouring, unstable countries.
Many Sudanese citizens have been left without a passport because of evacuations from embassies
without returning the passports to citizens that had applied for visas.
The World Food Programme (WFP) has started evacuating employees from Sudan. They will activate a
hub in Nairobi to provide support and find ways to replenish looted stockpiles.
Ahmed Harun, former official in the regime of al-Bashir, was able to leave Kober prison in Khartoum
yesterday, with other Islamist hardliners. The UN has expressed alarm at the escape of inmates.
Connectivity in Sudan is declining again, there have been disruptions on a number of providers.
A hospital was hit in Omdurman, neighbouring city of Khartoum, following an artillery strike.
The “Civil Front to Stop War & Restore Democracy” was established in Sudan on 27 April. It consists of a
coalition of political parties, unions, associations, and resistance committees.
An ICRC hotline number has been set up for all enquiries coming from inside Sudan: +249 900 907 832
(from Sunday to Thursday from 08:30 to 15:30).
There is a shortage of food supplies, gas and medicines in Khartoum. Planes and ships going to Sudan
to evacuate nationals could bring supplies but are not doing so.
The UN has reported tens of thousands of people arriving in neighbouring countries.
The Acropole hotel, the oldest existing hotel in Khartoum, with owners originally from Greece, closed.
Rohingya, Yemeni, Syrian and Tigrayan refugees are stuck in Sudan with no clear method of evacuation.
The consul of Saudi Arabia may help with the evacuation of Syrian refugees. A Turkish military
evacuation plane was fired at, but still landed safely in Sudan.
Whilst many countries have been evacuating their nationals out of Sudan, the US only evacuated their
embassy staff, leaving 16,000 nationals behind most of which are dual US-Sudanese citizens.
A number of Chinese nationals were evacuated from Sudan via Eritrea, which has been coordinating
with a number of countries to support ground evacuations, open airspace, and repatriate nationals.
Situation of Eritrean refugees (per 28 April)
Eritrea has organised an ‘evacuation’ operation from Sudan, reported by the outlet of the regime,
Tesafnews, which observers understand to be based on involuntary repatriation of refugees.
Tesfanews made a comparison with the war in Tigray, where ten thousands of Eritrean refugees were
forcefully repatriated to Eritrea in 2021.
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- Eritrean members of the Security Apparatus are operating freely in Kassala (Sudan). Their presence has
increased. Eritreans in Khartoum fear deportation from Sudan to Eritrea if they travel to Kassala.

- Some Eritreans have therefore changed direction to fleeing from Khartoum to Renk in South Sudan.

- Eritreans that flee to Kampala, Uganda, pay 2.000-4.000 USD per person.

- Eritreans who leave Khartoum by bus, towards Kassala, particularly those who do not have papers that
legalize their stay in Sudan, are stopped at checkpoints along the road which are manned by the RSF
and are beaten, mistreated, harassed, and their belongings taken and at times left at checkpoints.

- Refugees that were forcefully deported in previous days from Sudan to Eritrea have already reportedly
been returning from Tesseney (Eritrea) to Kassala (Sudan) as they fear persecution in Eritrea.

- Those that fled again from Eritrea after having been forcefully returned are hiding around Kassala.

- It is reported that bus fees went up due to pressure of fuel prices and of human trafficking networks,
specifically for journeys from Khartoum to Kassala, and affecting Eritreans in the Sudanese capital.

- A report was received of an incident in which Eritreans who were taken from the Kassala check point
(Reba) in Sudan to be returned to Eritrea. The involuntary return was arranged by the Sudanese Kassala
State authorities directly with the Eritrean regime.

- The Eritrean security apparatus was already at check point. They forcefully took the bus to Eritrea.

- The bus drivers were Sudanese, and resisted, saying the destination is Kassala, not the border town
Tlatashar.

- The Eritrean security forces - in the presence of Kassala state authority - forced the drivers to shift their
direction to Tlatashar, without additional payment.

- When the buses reached the border, authorities allowed the drivers to return to Kassala. In this incident
the RSF was not involved but it was reportedly arranged by the Eritrean regime.

Situation in Ethiopia (per 28 April)

- The head of the Amhara prosperity party office, Girma Yeshitla, was killed by armed extremist forces
after a meeting related to disarmament of Amhara forces in an attack around Mehal Meda. Girma was
one of the few acting Amhara politicians supporting the disbanding of regional security forces.

International Situation (per 28 April)

- A summit took place of countries contributing troops to African Transition Mission in Somalia (ATMIS)
and the Federal Republic of Somalia.

- The summit leaders called for more logistical support to Somali Security Forces and called on the United
Nations Security Council to lift the arms embargo on Somalia.

- The Regional Network on Peace and Stability (RENOPS) put out a statement calling for the cessation of
hostilities, the implementation of safe zones, and to increase humanitarian support by the international
community as well as pressuring both parties to stop the fighting and protect human rights in Sudan.

- Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov stated that the two opposing parties in Sudan must negotiate.
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Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the
moment of publication. EEPA does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on
the basis of interest to understand potential impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media.
EEPA does not take responsibility for the use of the information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all
reported and linked information remains the sole responsibility of these third parties. Report to info@eepa. be any additional information and corrections.


https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/27/sudans-army-and-rsf-say-ceasefire-extended-but-fighting-goes-on
https://news.yahoo.com/renewed-air-strikes-rock-sudan-083116179.html?guccounter=1
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-briefing-notes/2023/04/sudan-plight-civilians-amid-hostilities
https://www.devex.com/news/devex-dish-wfp-s-priority-in-sudan-is-getting-staff-out-105414#.ZEoXX_Lprfg.twitter
https://www.aljazeera.com/amp/news/2023/4/25/aid-groups-raise-alarm-as-sudan-fighting-eclipses-shaky-truce
https://twitter.com/fqadi/status/1651682399183335433?t=h3P6zqpDjZ-os9DSKnA63w&s=08
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2023/04/27/Food-supplies-gas-and-medicine-running-low-in-Sudan-s-Khartoum-amid-violence
https://english.alarabiya.net/News/middle-east/2023/04/28/War-in-Sudan-forces-Greek-family-to-shut-storied-Khartoum-hotel
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/27/rohingya-yemeni-and-syrian-refugees-plead-for-help-in-sudan
https://www.duvarenglish.com/turkish-military-evacuation-plane-fired-at-in-sudan-while-landing-no-injuries-reported-news-62296
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2023/4/27/why-the-us-evacuation-from-sudan-left-americans-behind?taid=644b4bd2e664fc00012462c3&utm_campaign=trueAnthem%3A+Trending+Content&utm_medium=trueAnthem&utm_source=twitter
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=ltzT4mh9SUw
https://twitter.com/thevillasomalia/status/1651630680944648194?s=48&t=tdNle6Wzo0AqYsLUupnnQQ
https://www.middleeastmonitor.com/20230426-russia-fm-us-divided-sudan-should-not-interfere-in-its-affairs/
mailto:info@eepa.be

