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Europe External Programme with Africa is a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications,
and networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa. EEPA has
published extensively on issues related to the movement and/or human trafficking of refugees in the Horn of Africa and
on the Central Mediterranean Route. It cooperates with a wide network of universities, research organisations, civil
society, and experts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and across Africa. The
Situation Reports can be found here. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. You can unsubscribe at any
moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail.

Information on merging Thursday’s Situation Report with the News Highlights: The EEPA team will extend the information
that is being published in Thursday’s Situation Reports with the topics that have been covered by EEPA Weekly News
Highlights. Therefore, from next Thursday, 25 January, the situation reports will include in topics such as migration trends
and developments and human trafficking and smuggling issues along the Central Mediterranean route, as well as
migration governance issues, in addition to its regular content.

Regional Situation (per 18 January)
- Somalia rejects mediation over the dispute with Ethiopia until Ethiopia withdraws from Memorandum of

Understanding (MoU) signed with Somaliland, according to a press statement by the Somali Ministry of
Foreign Affairs.

- An Ethiopian Airlines aircraft heading to Hargeisa city in Somaliland was denied entry to Somali airspace
by the Somali Civil Aviation Authority on Wednesday. The aircraft was reportedly carrying a high-level
Ethiopian delegation.

- Due to the lack of authorisation for landing in Hargeisa by Somali authorities, the aircraft was redirected
and returned to Addis Ababa.

- The 42nd Extraordinary Summit of the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) is taking
place today in Kampala, Uganda. Topics such as the Sudan peace mediation and the MoU between
Ethiopia and Somaliland are included on the agenda.

- The summit is taking place without participation of the Sudanese and Ethiopian delegations.
- Sudan suspended its engagement over peace mediation efforts with IGAD on Tuesday. Last week, IGAD

invited Mohamed Hamdan Daglo (Hemedti), chief of the Rapid Support Forces (RSF), to the summit.
Hemedti confirmed his presence at the Summit.

- Sudan’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs, which is loyal to Abdel Fattah al-Burhan, chief of the Sudan Armed
Forces (SAF), stated that IGAD violated Sudan’s sovereignty by adding Sudan on the agenda of the IGAD
meeting and inviting Hemedti to the summit without any consultation.

- The Sudanese anti-war coalition, the Coordination of Civil Democratic Forces (Taqadum), confirmed the
presence of their delegation at the IGAD summit.

- The Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs has announced that Ethiopia will not be participating in the
IGAD meeting in Kampala due to previously scheduled commitments that overlap with the summit.

- Vice-president of the Sudanese Sovereign Council, Malik Agar, travelled to Eritrea for a bilateral visit with
Eritrean President Isaias Afewerki on Wednesday.

International Situation (per 18 January)
- The African Union Peace and Security Council (PSC) held a discussion on the escalating situation

between Somalia and Ethiopia on Wednesday. The AU PSC urged both countries "to exercise restraint,
de-escalate and engage in meaningful dialogue toward finding a peaceful resolution of the matter".

- The Arab League (AL) denounced the Ethiopia-Somaliland MoU during an extraordinary meeting held on
Wednesday. Ahmed Aboul Gheit, AL Secretary General, called it “a clear violation of international law”.
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- The Ethiopian Ministry of Foreign Affairs rejected the statements of the AL calling them “unacceptable”,
said Addis Standard. Somaliland also rejected the statement by the Arab League.

- The US denounced the MoU between Ethiopia and Somaliland, claiming that Somalia’s territorial
integrity must be supported.

- The MoU may threaten the counterterrorism endeavours in the fight against Al-Shabaab and may lead
to instability, according to John Kirby, coordinator of strategic communications for the US National
Security Council.

- US Special Envoy for the Horn of Africa, Mike Hammer, is travelling to Kampala, Uganda and Addis
Ababa, Ethiopia between 17 and 24 January. He is scheduled to attend the IGAD summit.

- Hammer will discuss peace mediation efforts on Sudan as well as implementation of Cessation
Hostilities Agreement in the Tigray region.

- The AU Commission appointed a high-level panel to facilitate the peace mediation process in Sudan.

Refugee Situation (per 18 January)
- 7.7 million people have been displaced since the start of the conflict in Sudan in April 2023 with 6 million

displaced internally and 1.7 million crossing borders, according to the new statistics by the IOM’s
Displacement Tracking Matrix.

- IOM Director General, Amy Pope, urged the international community to ramp up the funding for 2024
and not turn the back “on the suffering of millions of people affected by such devastating conflict”. IOM
launched an appeal for $307 million in support of affected communities.

- Refugees fleeing the Sudan conflict are dying during their attempt to cross into Egypt through the
Sahara Desert.

- Over 378.000 people are known to have arrived from Sudan, according to UNHCR. Most of the refugees
are using smuggling networks to enter Egypt through dangerous routes as the visa application process
for asylum seekers takes at least two months.

Situation in Tigray (per 18 January)
- The Tigray Industry Bureau has called for assistance from the federal government to help with reviving

the manufacturing sector which suffered losses due to COVID-19 pandemic and two-year war.
- 139 industries could be restored promptly if they receive attention as identified by the bureau. The

federal government has not yet attended to the request by the bureau.

Situation in Sudan (per 18 January)
- Fighting between RSF and SAF is approaching a UNESCO World Heritage Sites of Naqa and Musawwarat

es-Sufra, located in the Nile province of Sudan, warned the Regional Network for Cultural Rights. The
remains of the ancient Kingdom of Kush is a complex of historical pyramids, temples and dwellings.

- Al-Burhan and Hemedti must stop fighting in order to terminate the “endless cycle of violence” in Sudan,
urged Radhouane Nouicer, UN expert on human rights in Sudan.

Links of interest
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Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the
moment of publication. EEPA does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on
the basis of interest to understand potential impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media.
EEPA does not take responsibility for the use of the information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all
reported and linked information remains the sole responsibility of these third parties. Report to info@eepa.be any additional information and corrections.

2

https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/18/somalia-rejects-mediation-with-ethiopia-govt-over-somaliland-port-deal
https://www.aljazeera.com/news/2024/1/16/sudan-suspends-contacts-with-igad-mediating-group-foreign-ministry
https://sudantribune.com/article281375/
https://addisstandard.com/news-ethiopia-declines-to-attend-upcoming-igad-summit-due-to-overlapping-schedule/
https://www.voanews.com/a/african-union-urges-restraint-over-ethiopia-somaliland-deal/7444136.html
https://addisstandard.com/news-ethiopia-categorically-rejects-arab-league-statement-over-maritime-deal-with-somaliland/
https://www.courthousenews.com/white-house-concerned-over-ethiopia-somaliland-agreement/
https://www.state.gov/special-envoy-for-the-horn-of-africa-hammer-travels-to-uganda-and-ethiopia/
https://sudantribune.com/article281399/
https://www.iom.int/news/iom-chief-international-community-must-not-turn-its-back-worlds-largest-displacement-sudan
https://dtm.iom.int/reports/dtm-sudan-weekly-displacement-snapshot-17
https://www.dabangasudan.org/en/all-news/article/sudanese-die-crossing-border-into-egypt
https://addisstandard.com/news-tigrays-industries-grapple-with-losses-await-govt-response/
https://www.newarab.com/news/sudans-war-sees-fighting-world-heritage-sites
https://www.ohchr.org/en/press-releases/2024/01/un-human-rights-expert-sudan-calls-urgent-action-dismal-human-rights
mailto:info@eepa.be

