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Europe External Programme with Africa is a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications, 
and networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa. EEPA has 
published extensively on issues related to the movement and/or human trafficking of refugees in the Horn of Africa and 
on the Central Mediterranean Route. It cooperates with a wide network of universities, research organisations, civil 
society, and experts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and across Africa. The 
Situation Reports can be found here. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. You can unsubscribe at any 
moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail. 

Situation in Sudan (per 9 October) 
-​ The Al-Saudi Hospital for Women and Maternity in El Fasher, North Darfur, was attacked by the Rapid 

Support Forces (RSF) which led to killing of at least 12 people and injuring 17 more. The Al-Saudi Hospital 
is the last hospital open in the city.  

-​ The attack occurred on Wednesday, and is the second attack in 24 hours after a drone strike resulted in 
another 8 deaths on Tuesday. 

-​ 13 people were killed and 20 more injured after a Mosque in El Fasher, which functioned as a 
displacement shelter, was attacked by RSF on Wednesday. 

-​ New evidence surfaced alleging that the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) may have employed chlorine in 
two incidents in September 2024.  

-​ The evidence, including photos and videos, was obtained and investigated by France 24 which show 
chlorine barrels were reportedly dropped around the al-Jaili oil refinery  60 km north of Khartoum. 

-​ The US accused the Sudanese government of using chemical weapons earlier this year without specific 
evidence. This was refused by Sudan’s authorities. 

Situation in South Sudan (per 9 October) 
-​ South Sudan’s President Salva Kiir has dismissed the chief of defense forces Gen. Dau Aturjong, 

reinstating Paul Nang Majok as his successor. Aturjong had been sworn into the position only three 
months ago, which raises concerns among observers about the decision taken by President Kiir.  

-​ New evidence, including forensic reports, military administrative documents and autopsy reports have 
been presented by prosecutors during an ongoing court case against suspended First Vice President 
Riek Machar and seven other co-defendants.  

-​ The new evidence relates to the attack on soldiers in Nasir in March 2025. The defense lawyers raised 
concerns about legality of the presented material.  

-​ The Reconstituted Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission (RJMEC) met in Juba for the first time 
since February, highlighting significant setbacks in the implementation of the 2018 peace agreement.  

-​ British Ambassador, David Ashley, highlighted frequent breaches of the peace agreement, particularly 
the breakdown of the nationwide ceasefire, with increased armed conflicts between major factions. 

Situation in Ethiopia (per 9 October) 
-​ Ethiopia’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs has accused Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) and Eritrea of 

conspiring to instigate war against Ethiopia.  
-​ Warning against renewed conflict in the region, Ethiopian Foreign Minister Gedion Timothewos asserted 

that this alliance is funding and mobilising armed groups to escalate hostilities, in a letter directed to UN 
Secretary-General (UN SG) António Guterres. 

-​ TPLF has formally refuted the allegations by the Foreign Ministry and asserted that these claims are 
politically motivated attempts to distract from  the federal government’s violations of the Cessation of 
Hostilities Agreement (CoHA).  
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-​ In a letter to UN SG Guterres, Debretsion Gebremichael, head of the TPLF, called for renewed 

international engagement and dialogue to maintain peace.  
-​ The National Conference of the Tigrayan People, organised by TPLF in Mekelle, has called upon the 

Ethiopian federal government to prioritise peace and engage in political dialogue.  
-​ With about 3,067 attendees, including TPLF leaders and community representatives, the conference 

emphasised the need to restore the legal status of the TPLF.  
-​ Fano forces have reportedly seized control of Gashena Town located in a strategic area along the Woldia 

- Debre Tabor road in Amhara.  

Regional & International Situation (per 9 October) 
-​ Kenya has reportedly revoked passports of two high-ranking Somali officials, Ali Ifiye Ali, Deputy Minister 

of Fisheries and Jibril Abdirashid Haji, the Second Deputy Prime Minister.  
-​ Though the reason for revocation remains unclear, the action coincides with rising tensions linked to a 

political crisis in the Jubaland region. 

Refugee and Migration Situation (per 9 October) 
-​ The UN announced an investigation into the deaths of 20 people in Libya, many of whom are believed to 

be political opponents, confirmed the Deputy UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Nada Al-Nashif.  
-​ Nashif further highlighted ongoing human rights violations, arbitrary detentions and systematic 

exploitation of migrants and refugees in Libya.  
-​ Food distribution in the Wadwill Refugee Settlement in Northern Bahr el Ghazal state of South Sudan 

has been temporarily suspended due to tensions arising after over 300 South Sudanese nationals 
reportedly registered as refugees to fraudulently obtain food aid. 

-​ Officials halted the food distribution and are working with the UN agencies to resolve the situation.  
-​ Italy’s migration pact with Libya, which aims to curb the number of migrants and refugees reaching Italy, 

has faced renewed scrutiny after the reports that the Libyan coast guard has begun firing directly at 
humanitarian rescue ships.  

-​ Opposition parties urge the cancellation of the pact which is set to automatically renew in February, 
highlighting the dangers and growing violence against rescue operations.  

-​ Austrian EU Commissioner Magnus Brunner has called for the EU to enhance its migration priorities 
with third countries to strengthen its migration policy, emphasising the need for increased “migration 
diplomacy” during Salzburg Europe Summit on Monday.  

-​ Ethiopia has called on the international community to enhance global solidarity and promote fair 
responsibility-sharing in addressing refugee issues during the UNHCR Executive Committee meeting, 
highlighting its current challenge of hosting over 1.1 million refugees.  

Links of interest​
RSF attack on hospital in Sudan’s el-Fasher kills 12, medics say  
RSF shelling on El Fasher hospital, shelter leaves over 60 casualties 
Sudan paramilitary strike on mosque kills 13 in El-Fasher  
Videos show the Sudanese army's use of chlorine gas as a weapon 
South Sudan president fires military chief after three months, reinstates predecessor 
Prosecutors build case against Machar with forensic evidence 
Diplomats report "consistent breaches" of South Sudan's fragile peace 
Peace partners call for immediate cessation of hostilities and return to the peace deal in South Sudan 
Ethiopia claims Eritrea is readying to ‘wage war’ against it 
Facebook: Tigray People's Liberation Front/TPLF 
News: Tigray national conference calls on federal government to honor Pretoria agreement, warns against renewed conflict 
Fano Forces Reportedly Took Control of Gahsena Town 
EU Global Gateway Forum Opens Today in Brussels with Ethiopian President Participating 
Kenya Revokes Passports of Somali Ministers After Jubaland Mediation Talks Collapse 
UN Official: 20 deaths in Libyan detention centers, including political opponents 
Food distribution halted in Wadwill after locals pose as refugees 
Italy-Libya migration pact under scrutiny as bullets fly 
EU Commissioner Brunner wants to engage in more migration diplomacy 
Ethiopia Reaffirms Refugee Commitment, Calls for Shared Global Responsibility at UNHCR Session 
 
Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the 
moment of publication. EEPA does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on 
the basis of interest to understand potential impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media. 
EEPA does not take responsibility for the use of the information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all 
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