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Europe External Programme with Africa is a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications,

and networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa. EEPA has

published extensively on issues related to the movement and/or human trafficking of refugees in the Horn of Africa and

on the Central Mediterranean Route. It cooperates with a wide network of universities, research organisations, civil
society, and experts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and across Africa. The
Situation Reports can be found here. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. You can unsubscribe at any
moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail.

Situation in Sudan (per 20 October)

A drone strike in Al-Mazroub, North Kordofan State, killed Paramount Chief Suleiman Jaber Jumaa Sahl
and ten senior elders of the Arab Majaneen tribe and wounded 15 others. Witnesses state that the
drone targeted a tribal leadership meeting at the Majaneen headquarters.

The drone strike took place in an RSF-controlled area.

At least 7 civilians were killed and 6 injured by a drone strike by the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) on a
market in El Geneina, North Darfur on Sunday. The attack came a day after an RSF commander vowed
to target nearby localities, and additionally damaged a fuel station and several RSF vehicles.

Hundreds of families fled besieged El-Fasher, North Darfur, over the weekend. Two children reportedly
died of hunger on their journey, characterized by severe abuses at RSF checkpoints, to nearby Tawila
which remains strained by worsening humanitarian conditions.

At least 171 children have died from malnutrition in the besieged city since late August, with more
than 74,000 civilians, of whom half are children, cut off from food supplies, according to a report from
local NGO Humanitarian Aid Commission.

The National Umma Party (NUP) has demanded the release of its deputy chairman in North Kordofan,
arrested by security authorities last week.

A Khartoum state ministry will compile a record of crimes against women committed by the RSF since
the start of the conflict, the minister reported on Sunday.

Situation in South Sudan (per 20 October)

Senior member of South Sudan'’s ruling party Sudan People’s Liberation Movement (SPLM), Nhial Deng
Nhial, stated that he is freezing his party membership and is launching a new opposition movement.
He criticised President Salva Kiir in a declaration, accusing the administration of corruption, insecurity
and refusal to hold elections.

Gun violence was responsible for at least 755 deaths in South Sudan over 2024, according to a report
from One Citizen Network for Democracy (OCND).

Situation in Ethiopia (per 20 October)

Fano militia reportedly control Checheho, Zebit, Geregera, Aflakit and surrounding areas, situated at
the junction of the South Gondar and North Wollo zones in Amhara. Fano militia also reportedly
control six districts in the North Wollo Zone.

Renewed fighting between Fano militia and Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF) was reported
from several areas in Amhara.

Muslim leader and former President of Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme Council, Grand Mufti Haji
Umer Idris, passed away yesterday after receiving medical treatment. He is expected to be buried
today.

Situation in Kenya (per 20 October)

Former Kenyan prime minister and opposition leader Raila Odinga was buried on Sunday.
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Two people died and over 160 were injured during a stampede at the state funeral.
At least three people died when police opened fire on the crowd that had gathered at Kasarani
Stadium in Nairobi to view Odinga’s body. Dozens more were injured.

Regional & International Situation (per 20 October)

A federal jury in the United States found the bank BNP Paribas liable for its role in providing banking
services to Sudanese leaders as they were committing genocidal atrocities from 2002 to 2008, under
former President Omar al-Bashir’'s rule.

The court awarded $20.75m in damages to the plaintiffs. Sudanese refugees in the US could seek
billions of dollars more in damages from the French bank BNP Paribas.

The bank’s shares fell sharply following the announcement of the ruling.

A group of lawyers led by Omer Shatz and Juan Branco filed a 700-page legal brief to the International
Criminal Court accusing 122 European officials of committing crimes against migrants in the
Mediterranean Sea.

The EU officials have been filed as “co-perpetrators” next to Libyan suspects as the lawyers state the
migration policies led to the interception, detaining, torture rape and enslavement of asylum seekers
in Libya.

The trial against alleged human trafficker Tewelde Goitom, also known as “Walid”, is set to start in
Zwolle, The Netherlands, on 3 November 2025. He is accused of leading a criminal network that
detained, tortured and extorted Eritrean refugees in Libya.

A defence summit will take place in Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, on 27 and 28 November at the initiative of
French army Chief of Staff, General Pierre Schill, to promote French defence companies.

The Sri Lankan government continues to seek the release of six Sri Lankan Sea Marshals that were
arrested in Eritrean waters on 7 November 2024. The boats with 18 Azerbaijan crew members and the
six Sri Lankans were diverted due to bad weather conditions.

The Azerbaijan crew members were released in March 2025. Diplomatic efforts to free the six Sri
Lankans have been unsuccessful so far and their whereabouts are unknown.

The International Monetary Fund posted the economic regional outlook on Sub-Saharan Africa. The
only country not included in the data is Eritrea, due to “constraints in data reporting.”

The European Council has adopted a conclusion condemning the war in Sudan and outlining four key
priorities for the peace process: an immediate ceasefire, humanitarian access, inclusive civilian
governance, and restored rule of law and justice.

Sudan’s Foreign Minister Mohieldin Salih stated that implementing a peace roadmap is the
government's top priority at the Aswan Forum for Sustainable Peace and Development on Sunday.
Egyptian Foreign Minister Badr Abdelatty emphasized that any solution must be Sudanese-led.
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Hundreds of families make dangerous escape from Sudan'’s El Fasher

Hunger kills 171 children in Sudan's besieged El Fasher, report says
Sudan'’s Umma party demands release of official arrested in North Kordofan
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Fano forces reportedly seize several areas following renewed clashes in Amhara region

Former President of Ethiopian Islamic Affairs Supreme Council, Grand Mufti Haji Umer Idris, Passes Away

Ex-Kenvan leader Raila Odinga buried after days of memorial events

Sudan's foreign minister says roadmap is a priority, seeks partnerships for reconstruction

Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the
moment of publication. EEPA does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on
the basis of interest to understand potential impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media.
EEPA does not take responsibility for the use of the information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all
reported and linked information remains the sole responsibility of these third parties. Report to ijnfo@eepa.be any additional information and corrections.


https://sudanwarmonitor.com/p/airstrike-kills-influential-tribal-leader-in-rsf-held-north-kordofan?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1721782&post_id=176606716&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=3fi2bz&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://sudantribune.com/article/306164
https://sudantribune.com/article/306176
https://sudantribune.com/article/306149
https://sudantribune.com/article/306182
https://www.reuters.com/business/finance/bnp-paribas-shares-fall-10-after-us-jurys-sudan-verdict-2025-10-20/
https://www.radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/veteran-politician-nhial-deng-quits-splm-backs-opposition
https://www.sudanspost.com/gun-violence-killed-over-750-across-south-sudan-in-2024-report/
https://addisstandard.com/fano-forces-reportedly-seize-several-areas-following-renewed-clashes-in-amhara-region/
https://www.fanamc.com/english/former-president-of-ethiopian-islamic-affairs-supreme-council-grand-mufti-haji-umer-idris-passes-away/
https://www.bbc.com/news/articles/cgjd6j3j099o
https://www.reuters.com/world/africa/heavy-security-state-funeral-kenyan-opposition-leader-odinga-after-deadly-day-2025-10-17/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/world/2025/10/16/libya-european-union-migration-crimes-against-humanity/4a0b688c-aac8-11f0-a2bc-82cf6840599d_story.html
https://www.prnewswire.com/news-releases/historic-human-rights-verdict-jury-awards-20m-to-sudanese-refugees-in-landmark-genocide-litigation-302587988.html
https://martinplaut.com/2025/10/19/a-dutch-trial-that-will-expose-the-eritrean-trafficking-network/
https://www.africaintelligence.com/eastern-africa-and-the-horn/2025/10/20/french-defence-companies-to-meet-african-chiefs-of-staff-in-addis-ababa%2C110535955-bre?cxt=PUB&utm_source=AIA&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=AUTO_EDIT_SOM_PROS&did=110453503
http://island.lk/govt-seeks-release-of-six-sl-sea-marshals-in-eritrean-captivity/
https://www.imf.org/en/Publications/REO/SSA/Issues/2025/10/16/regional-economic-outlook-for-sub-saharan-africa-october-2025
https://data.consilium.europa.eu/doc/document/ST-14231-2025-INIT/en/pdf
https://sudantribune.com/article/306173
mailto:info@eepa.be

	SITUATION REPORT - HORN OF AFRICA 
	No. 670 - 20 October 2025 
	Situation in Sudan (per 20 October) 
	Situation in South Sudan (per 20 October) 
	Situation in Ethiopia (per 20 October) 
	Situation in Kenya (per 20 October) 
	Regional & International Situation (per 20 October) 


