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Europe External Programme with Africa is a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications, 
and networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa. EEPA has 
published extensively on issues related to the movement and/or human trafficking of refugees in the Horn of Africa and 
on the Central Mediterranean Route. It cooperates with a wide network of universities, research organisations, civil 
society, and experts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and across Africa. The 
Situation Reports can be found here. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. You can unsubscribe at any 
moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail. 

Situation in Ethiopia/Eritrea (per 9 February) 
-​ Ethiopia formally accused Eritrea of military aggression by sending its troops deeper into Ethiopian 

territory and in the support of armed rebel groups operating along its borders.   
-​ What appears to be a formal letter was issued on 7 February by Ethiopian Foreign Minister Gedion 

Timothewos to his Eritrean colleague Osman Saleh Mohammed requesting the immediate withdrawal of 
the Eritrean troops from Ethiopian territory.  

-​ Gedion stated that Eritrea’s acts were “acts of outright agression”, but stated that Ethiopia is willing to 
engage in “good faith negotiations for a comprehensive settlement of all issues of mutual interest”.  

-​ The Eritrean Ministry of Information denies any involvement on their part and calls the letter part of a 
“hostile campaign against Eritrea”.  

-​ Former Ethiopian Minister of Foreign Affairs Gedu Andargachew commented publicly following PM Abiy 
Ahmed’s admission of involvement of Eritrean troops in the 2020 - 2022 Tigray war, stating that Eritrean 
forces fought alongside the Ethiopian National Defense Forces (ENDF) “effectively as a single force”.  

-​ Gedu rejects PM Abiy’s statement that Gedu was the PM’s envoy to Eritrea following the outbreak of the 
Tigray war, to convey concerns over crimes against civilians, stating that this misrepresents his role and 
the Ethiopia-Eritrea military coordination during the war. 

-​ He stated the military cooperation ended only after the ceasefire. 
-​ Gedu also accused PM Abiy of failing to seek reconciliation with the Tigray people after the war, instead 

deflecting responsibility for the loss of life and destruction. 
-​ The North Shewa zone in the Amhara region of Ethiopia is facing disruptions in mobile phone and 

internet in recent weeks, with residents suspecting that ongoing security operations in the area could be 
the cause of the blackout. 

Situation in Sudan (per 9 February) 
-​ A Rapid Support Forces (RSF) drone strike killed 24 people, including medical staff, at the El Kuik hospital 

in South Kordofan, Sudan, on Saturday. Eight people were wounded. The strike also killed the facility’s 
medical director. 

-​ The use of a new type of Kamikaze drones by the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) has been reported in 
the Kordofan region, targeting fuel depots and infrastructure in RSF controlled areas, making it more 
difficult for RSF to rotate units and send reinforcements.  

-​ RSF drones attacked and hit humanitarian aid and fuel convoys in North Kordofan state, killing at least 
one civilian and wounding others as relief trucks were transporting food and supplies to displaced 
people on Friday. 

-​ Over 300 detainees have died in Shala prison in North Darfur, controlled by the RSF, amidst 
deteriorating health conditions, according to the Popular Resistance in North Darfur. 

-​ The UK sanctioned six Sudanese commanders and a Colombian mercenary recruitment network  for 
fuelling Sudan’s civil war with travel bans and asset freezes aimed at undermining forces that threaten 
peace and stability in the country.  

 

Europe External Programme with Africa ivzw  
115 Stevinstraat, B-1000 Brussels, Belgium  

e-mail: info@eepa.be 

https://www.eepa.be/?page_id=4237
https://eepa.us12.list-manage.com/subscribe?u=eac22342616d4fffb7351e8f5&id=4842412bbf
mailto:admin@eepa.be


 
-​ SAF leader Abdel Fattah al-Burhan says Sudan does not reject peace but insists any ceasefire must not 

strengthen its enemy, speaking in Tiba el-sheikh Abdel-Baqi in Al Jazirah state, amid failed diplomatic 
efforts to end the conflict with the RSF.  

-​ Sudan’s Democratic Block, an alliance made up of various political groups, met in Khartoum to launch 
committees aimed at forming a transitional legislative council in order to advance Sudan’s civilian 
democratic transition, counter the influence of the RSF, and rebuild governance after months of war.  

-​ Sudan’s Foreign Ministry accused the international community of ignoring illegal arms flows allegedly 
from the United Arab Emirates (UAE) to the RSF in Darfur, warning the silence enables war crimes and 
undermines efforts to end Sudan’s conflict.  

-​ SAF said it repelled a RSF assault on Al Selik near South Sudan from Ed Damizin as fighting intensified in 
Blue Nile to block a new RSF front. Al Selik was recaptured by the SAF on 26 January one day after it was 
captured by the RSF and Sudan People’s Liberation Movement alliance. 

Situation in South Sudan (per 9 February) 
-​ The South Sudanese Minister of Finance and Economic Planning stated that South Sudan will turn to 

fresh borrowing, including support from the International Monetary Fund (IMF), to close an 8 percent 
GDP budget deficit from the fiscal year 2025/2026. 

-​ UN secretary general, Antonio Guterres, warned that escalating violence in South Sudan is endangering 
civilians and aid workers, after attacks on hospitals and convoys run by groups like the World Food 
Programme (WFP) and MSF left nearly 10 million people in urgent need of humanitarian assistance.  

-​ The World Bank warned that South Sudan must urgently reform public finances and invest in climate 
resilience, as country manager Charles Undeland cautioned that falling foreign aid, weak transparency 
and oil dependence are threatening growth and basic services.  

International and regional situation (per 9 February) 
-​ Egypt is attempting to strengthen security links between Eritrea and Saudi Arabia as a response to the 

UAE’s increasing military ties to Ethiopia, according to Arab officials in the Middle East Eye. 
-​ Sudan has rejoined the Intergovernmental Authority on Development (IGAD) after a two-year 

suspension, as announced by the current IGAD Chair Djibouti. 
-​ Somalia and Saudi Arabia signed a defence and military cooperation agreement on Monday, which is 

aimed at security collaboration and stability in the Red Sea region. The details are unknown. 
-​ The UK called for urgent talks at the UNSC after the Integrated Food Security Phase Classification 

confirmed famine in UM Baru and Karnoi in North Darfur, urging Sudan’s warring sides to allow 
immediate humanitarian access.  

Links of interest​
News: Ethiopia accuses Eritrea of territorial incursion, backing armed groups, demands troops withdrawal 
News: Former Minister Gedu says Eritrean, Ethiopian forces operated “as a single force” until Pretoria ceasefire, disputes PM Abiy’s 
account of Asmara’s role in Tigray war 
Residents report phone, internet outages in North Shewa Zone, leaving families struggling to stay connected 
Sudanese army repels attack near South Sudan border 
22 killed in RSF drone strike on South Kordofan hospital 
Kamikaze Drones Hunt for Targets in Kordofan 
RSF drones attack aid convoys in North Kordofan 
UK sanctions Sudan commanders 
Burhan says Sudan does not reject peace but warns against ‘empowering enemy’ 
Sudan’s Democratic Block seeks to form transitional legislative council 
Sudan slams international silence over Darfur arms supplies 
Hundreds dead in RSF-run prison in Sudan's North Darfur 
South Sudan to rely on fresh borrowing amid widening budget gap 
Guterres condemns escalating violence in South Sudan as aid operations come under fire 
World Bank urges fiscal reforms, climate action as aid declines in South Sudan 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia focus on Eritrea as UAE bolsters ties to Ethiopia 
Somalia, Saudi Arabia sign defence pact to bolster Red Sea security 
Britain calls for UN Security Council talks on North Darfur famine 
Djibouti says Sudan returning to IGAD regional bloc after two year suspension 
Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the 
moment of publication. EEPA does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on 
the basis of interest to understand potential impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media. 
EEPA does not take responsibility for the use of the information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all 
reported and linked information remains the sole responsibility of these third parties. Report to info@eepa.be any additional information and corrections.​
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