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Europe External Programme with Africa is a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications, 
and networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa. EEPA has 
published extensively on issues related to the movement and/or human trafficking of refugees in the Horn of Africa and 
on the Central Mediterranean Route. It cooperates with a wide network of universities, research organisations, civil 
society, and experts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and across Africa. The 
Situation Reports can be found here. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. You can unsubscribe at any 
moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail. 

International and regional situation (per 9 July) 
-​ The mandate of the UN Special Rapporteur on the situation of human rights in Eritrea has been 

extended by the UN Human Rights Council, with 23 countries voting in favour, 17 abstaining and 6 
countries being against the mandate.  

-​ Most of the African countries abstained from the vote, with Ethiopia voting in favour while Egypt and 
Burundi against.  

-​ Supporters, including Eritrean diaspora civil society organisations as well as the EU, argue the Special 
Rapporteur’s mandate remains one of the few reliable ways to document systematic abuses in Eritrea. 

-​ Medical evacuations of wounded people in South Sudan increased by 50%, totaling 266 cases, in the first 
six months of this year, as renewed fighting restricted access to healthcare, reports the International 
Committee of the Red Cross.  

-​ Airlift evacuations are largely directed to Juba Military Hospital where surgeries rose by nearly 30%. 
-​ Russian Foreign Minister Sergey Lavrov has begun his tour across African countries with a first visit in 

Addis Ababa, Ethiopia, where he urged the African Union to push for a larger role for Africa in global 
decision-making, including UN Security Council reform and broader representation. 

Migration and refugee situation (per 9 July) 
-​ Uganda’s minister for Disaster Preparedness and Refugees, Sam Engola, seeks diplomatic discussions 

with Eritrea to understand the reasons for the increasing number of Eritrean asylum seekers arriving in 
the country. Uganda currently hosts more than 70,000 Eritrean refugees.  

-​ Engola argued that better information will help Uganda improve refugee response policies while 
continuing to provide protection and manage growing service demands. 

-​ Egypt has been arbitrarily arresting, detaining, and deporting many refugees and asylum seekers from 
various countries, including Sudan, South Sudan, Ethiopia and Eritrea, with many “losing their residency 
status because of bureaucratic delays”, reports Human Rights Watch (HRW).  

-​ The European People’s Party (EPP) is pushing for stricter EU action on irregular migration, arguing that 
current implementation of the EU migration pact is not enough and calling for further laws to stop 
people at EU’s external borders. 

-​ The EPP also backs controversial return hubs and is positioning for upcoming political pressure and a 
broader migration debate in the EU. 

-​ Pope Leo urged European leaders to respond to migration with both immediate relief and a broader 
long term strategy that protects, supports, and integrates migrants and refugees. The Pope made the 
appeal after his visit to Italian island Lampedusa.  

-​ 36 people, including children and a pregnant woman, have been rescued by the Libyan General 
Administration for Coastal Security after spotting their inflatable boat stranded offshore near Zawiya, 
Libya.  

-​ The group was taken to Tripoli to complete required legal steps before being transferred to Libya’s 
migration agency. 
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Situation in Sudan (per 9 July) 
-​ Fighting around El Obeid in North Kordofan has displaced more than 5,500 children in two weeks, with 

up to 500,000 civilians being at risk and increasing drone strikes, siege-like conditions, and shrinking 
humanitarian access, reports Save the Children. 

-​ At least 330 children were killed or injured in Sudan in the first half of 2026 as fighting intensified, with 
the worst child casualties in Darfur, Kordofan and especially around El Obeid, said UNICEF. 

-​ Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) forces have reportedly retaken strategic border town Kurmuk in southern 
Blue Nile.  

-​ Geolocated video evidence indicates SAF has reestablished control at key sites in the town’s 
administrative and brigade headquarters compounds after a counteroffensive along the 
Kurmuk–Damazin road. 

-​ Two drone attacks in Sudan’s North Kordofan region killed at least 15 people and wounded others, 
including an attack on a civilian vehicle traveling to a wedding and a separate strike on a water transport 
vehicle. 

-​ Cholera is spreading in Sudan, with rising cases and critical capacity shortages reported in North and 
West Kordofan, mainly around Al-Mazroub and Western Bara.  

Situation in Ethiopia (per 9 July) 
-​ Unidentified gunmen carried out an attack targeting two senior archbishops of the Tigray Orthodox 

Tewahedo Church at the church patriarchate compound in Axum in the early hours of 8 July, though no 
one was injured. 

-​ The church issued a statement naming the attack as an attempted assassination specifically targeting 
His Eminence Abune Aregawi and His Eminence Abune Natnael, adding there has been no immediate 
response from security officials. 

-​ The Ethiopian Human Rights Commission (EHRC) expressed concerns about Tigray’s forced conscription 
of youth, most of which are under 18 years old, arguing the region’s mandatory draft law lacks 
constitutional basis and violates international law.  

-​ Tigrayan forces have been forcibly conscripting Tigrayan youth since at least April 2026, using street 
roundups, house searches, and raids including at gold-mining sites, according to the HRW.  

-​ Prime Minister, Abiy Ahmed, told the Ethiopian parliament that Tigrayan youth are being forcibly 
recruited and sent to fight in Sudan’s civil war, calling it the most serious challenge facing Tigray. 

-​ PM Abiy presented Ethiopia’s performance report and the next fiscal year’s budget to the House of 
Peoples’ Representatives on Tuesday. The ruling party as well as the opposition members said the 
government’s reported achievements do not match what citizens experience daily on the ground.  

-​ The sharpest criticism centered on worsening insecurity across multiple regions and a cost of living crisis 
marked by high inflation, unemployment, housing strain, and governance shortcomings. 

Links of interest 
Eritrean Human Rights Mandate Renewed as UN Council Defies Opposition 
South Sudan medical evacuations rise as conflict intensifies: ICRC 
Russian FM Lavrov begins Africa tour with talks in Ethiopia 
Government Seeks Answers Over Growing Influx of Eritrean Refugees 
Egypt: Refugees, Asylum Seekers Arrested, Deported 
EPP wants to turn screws on migration 
Pope Leo calls on Europe to do more for migrants 
Libyan Coast Guard rescues 36 migrants off Zawiya coast 
Sudan: More Than 5,500 Children Displaced by Escalating Violence in El Obeid in Past Two Weeks 
At least 330 children killed or injured in Sudan war in 6 months, UNICEF says 
15 killed, 10 injured in drone attacks in Sudan's North Kordofan 
Sudan Army Captures Kurmuk From Rebel Coalition 
Cholera cases rise in Sudan’s Kordofan as MSF deploys to Darfur 
News: Tigray Orthodox Church says archbishops survive assassination attempt in Axum 
Tigray Mandatory Military Conscription Raises Concern as EHRC Says Most Conscripts Are Under 18 
Ethiopia: Tigray Authorities Forcibly Recruiting Civilians 
PM Abiy Ahmed Alleges TigrayYouth Are Being Forcibly Recruited to Fight in Sudan War 
News: In final scrutiny before term ends, MPs confront PM Abiy over peace, inflation, development gaps 
Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the 
moment of publication. EEPA does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on 
the basis of interest to understand potential impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media. 
EEPA does not take responsibility for the use of the information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all 
reported and linked information remains the sole responsibility of these third parties. Report to info@eepa.be any additional information and corrections. 
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https://www.africanews.com/2026/07/08/russian-fm-lavrov-begins-africa-tour-with-talks-in-ethiopia/
https://govinfohub.go.ug/index.php/2026/07/03/government-seeks-answers-over-growing-influx-of-eritrean-refugees/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/07/07/egypt-refugees-asylum-seekers-arrested-deported
https://www.euractiv.com/news/epp-wants-to-turn-screws-on-migration/
https://www.dw.com/en/pope-leo-calls-on-europe-to-do-more-for-migrants/a-77831684
https://libyaobserver.ly/inbrief/libyan-coast-guard-rescues-36-migrants-zawiya-coast
https://www.savethechildren.org/us/about-us/media-and-news/2026-press-releases/sudan-more-than-5500-children-displaced
https://www.radiotamazuj.org/en/news/article/at-least-330-children-killed-or-injured-in-sudan-war-in-6-months-unicef-says
https://eastleighvoice.co.ke/sudan/376692/15-killed-10-injured-in-drone-attacks-in-sudans-north-kordofan
https://sudanwarmonitor.com/p/sudan-army-captures-kurmuk-from-rebel-coalition?utm_source=post-email-title&publication_id=1721782&post_id=206130715&utm_campaign=email-post-title&isFreemail=true&r=4jmkmq&triedRedirect=true&utm_medium=email
https://sudantribune.com/article/315987
https://addisstandard.com/tigray-orthodox-church-says-archbishops-survive-assassination-attempt-in-axum/
https://borkena.com/2026/07/04/news-tigray-mandatory-military-conscription-raises-concern-as-ehrc-says-most-conscripts-are-under-18/
https://www.hrw.org/news/2026/07/06/ethiopia-tigray-authorities-forcibly-recruiting-civilians
https://borkena.com/2026/07/07/ethiopia-pm-abiy-ahmed-alleges-tigray-youth-are-being-forcibly-recruited-to-fight-in-sudan-war/
https://addisstandard.com/in-final-scrutiny-before-term-ends-mps-confront-pm-abiy-over-peace-inflation-development-gaps/
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