!
EUROPE
EXTERNAL
AFRICA !
I

Europe External Programme with Africa

SITUATION REPORT - HORN OF AFRICA & NEWS HIGHLIGHTS
No. /31 - 6 August 2026

Europe External Programme with Africa is a Belgium-based Centre of Expertise with in-depth knowledge, publications,
and networks, specialised in issues of peacebuilding, refugee protection, and resilience in the Horn of Africa. EEPA has
published extensively on issues related to the movement and/or human trafficking of refugees in the Horn of Africa and
on the Central Mediterranean Route. It cooperates with a wide network of universities, research organisations, civil
society, and experts from Ethiopia, Eritrea, Kenya, Djibouti, Somalia, Sudan, South Sudan, Uganda, and across Africa. The
Situation Reports can be found here. To receive the situation report in your e-mail, click here. You can unsubscribe at any
moment through the link at the bottom of each e-mail.

Migration and refugee situation (per 6 August)

- A Kenyan High Court in Bungoma, Kenya, has reaffirmed that Eritrean asylum seekers must have
refugee status determined through lawful, individual procedures, not based on blanket assumptions,
reports the Refugee Legal Networks.

- The court ordered several applicants who are currently in police custody to be transferred to Kakuma or
Daadab refugee camps while their refugee status determination is processed.

- The Bungoma High Court further summoned the Department of Refugee Services Commissioner to
appear in the next hearing scheduled for 24 September and report on progress.

- The EU agreed to set up a "Maritime Rescue Coordination Centre" in Benghazi, Libya, funded by Italy
and Malta and run under its naval mission Operation IRINI, to improve maritime safety and help reduce
migrant arrivals. The move is aimed at curbing migration on a major sea route.

- No border control or migration policies can override the absolute international ban on sending people
back to countries where they can face torture, said the UN Special Rapporteur on torture and other
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment, Alice Jill Edwards.

- Refugees are increasingly being blamed for broader social and economic worries and often used as
"scapegoats” in anti-migrant politics, warned Barham Salih the UN High Commissioner for Refugees,
event commemorating the 75th anniversary of the 1951 Refugee Convention

Situation in Ethiopia (per 6 August)

- Ethiopian federal police have accused three opposition members affiliated with the Ethiopian People’s
Revolutionary Party (EPRP) of being part of an alleged plot to overturn the constitutional order by force.

- The accused were arrested earlier this week with the EPRP saying the arrests are unjust and going
against free political speech.

- Tigray People’s Liberation Front (TPLF) leaders announced plans to support reintegration and
disarmament of Tigrayans who previously joined armed opposition, during the meeting of the Executive
Council of the Tigray Regional State.

- No specific armed groups were mentioned, officials referred to them as “anti-resistance forces”.

- Delegates at Ethiopia's National Dialogue Commission sessions on the “Federal Cities Agenda” walked
out of the discussions, protesting what they called was a late attempt by ruling party officials to
pre-define Addis Ababa's status.

- They argued that after weeks of deliberation, during which most working groups backed keeping Addis
Ababa as an autonomous federal entity, facilitators introduced a directive aimed at designating Addis
Ababa as the official capital of Oromia.

- Amnesty International warned that fighting in Tigray, alongside continued violence in Amhara and
Oromia, puts civilians at fresh risk of serious human rights abuses.

- Civilians in Tigray fear further escalation after weekend clashes between the Ethiopian National Defence
Forces (ENFD) and TPLF aligned forces, and even though fighting has stopped, hundreds of people have
been leaving the region daily.
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- Alandslide triggered by heavy overnight rainfall buried part of an Orthodox monastery in Sela Dingay,

Ambhara region, on 4 August, killing 14 worshippers and injuring five others.
Situation in Sudan (per 6 August)

- The Northern State authorities and the Sudanese Armed Forces (SAF) have tightened emergency
controls on goods transportation, blocking trucks from traveling to Darfur and Kordofan, arresting
vehicles and referring some owners to court.

- Traders say the crackdown is punishing civilian commerce despite official permits, with confiscation of
goods, and heavy fines including for fuel and staple foods.

- A two-day protest had been launched by traders in Ed Duweim, White Nile, to protest newly imposed
commercial fees they say are financially unsustainable and will raise prices.

- Residents in Port Sudan are dealing with a worsening heatwave crisis, including severe water shortages
and power cuts exceeding 20 hours daily, leading to higher water costs and reliance on tanker-delivered
water. Health authorities issued heatwave warnings urging people to avoid the sun.

- SAF received 100 Mohafiz armored vehicles made by Pakistan Ordnance Factories, according to military
sources reporting to Sudan Tribune.

- A broad mobilisation campaign was launched by an East Darfur civilian administration aligned with the
Rapid Support Forces (RSF), to recruit fighters to join the battlefront in North Kordofan. Local leaders say
they received official notice to support the campaign with mobilisation covering all localities.

International and regional situation (per 6 August)

- A pro-forma hearing in the court case against Kidane Zekarias Habtemariam (Kidane) alleged of
operating a criminal organisation and involvement in human smuggling, was held in the court in Zwolle,
the Netherlands, on 4 August. Kidane attended the hearing in person without his lawyers.

- Kidane was reportedly not expected to attend, as the judge said his lawyers had indicated he would not
appear in person and sign a waiver.

- The judge announced that the preliminary indictment amendments as well as requests for investigation
will be addressed during the next procedural hearing set on 28 October 2026 at 9.30am.

- Saudi Arabia has announced plans for a multinational maritime defense coalition covering the Red Sea
and Gulf of Aden, bringing together eight coastal states including Egypt, Sudan, Djibouti, Eritrea,
Somalia, Jordan, and Yemen.

- A security operation aimed at combatting gold trafficking has been carried out by Sudan and Egypt in
the border areas between the two countries. Gold trafficking has been a lucrative business generating
income for different military groups involved in Sudan’s conflict.

- Puntland forces in Somalia have launched an attack on a military camp near Galkayo on 5 August and
claimed to have taken control from the forces aligned with Somali federal government. Puntlant police
said it “successfully concluded a planned security operation”, while arresting more than 100 people.

Links of interest

EU finalizes plan for rescue center in eastern Libya as migrant departures rise
No shortcuts around torture ban as governments overhaul removal systems, UN expert warns
Refugees and migrants should not be exglmted as political tools in campaigns, warns UN

News: Tigray. Exec Council announces reintegration plan for armed groups, urges Tlgrayans to suQQort revenue mobilization
National Dialogue Delegates Walk Out Over Addis Ababa Status Proposal

Ethiopia: Tigray Residents at Renewed Risk of Human Rights Violations as Violence Returns to the Region
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White Nile traders strike over. rising fees as Port Sudan faces water and power crisis

Red Cross urges |nternat|ona| ald as Sudan crisis deegens
F launches recruitment drive in East Darfur

oudan' I'armée trague les Qaramilitaires FSR trafiguants d'ora Ia frontiére égyptienne

untland forces seize government held camp in Somalla S Galkay

Disclaimer: All information in this Situation Report is presented as a fluid update report, as to the best knowledge and understanding of the authors at the
moment of publication. EEPA does not claim that the information is correct but verifies to the best of ability within the circumstances. Publication is weighed on
the basis of interest to understand potential impacts of events (or perceptions of these) on the situation. Check all information against updates and other media.
EEPA does not take responsibility for the use of the information or impact thereof. All information reported originates from third parties and the content of all
reported and linked information remains the sole responsibility of these third parties. Report to jnfo@eepa.be any additional information and corrections.
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